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Teaching, | Am Taught 
By Hazel M. Lindsey 


HEARD the Father say, “Go teach,” 
And marveled at His call; 
“I cannot others teach,” said I, 
“For I am least of all.” ' 


“Though thou be least,” the Father said, 
“Yet I have need of thee, 

Where thou art weak, I am full strong, 
Thou canst do all through Me.” 


And since I’ve yielded to His call, 
Whene’er His help I’ve sought, 

His Spirit fills my every need 
And teaching, I am taught. 


Waiting on God 

' What does it mean to wait upon 
God? “The thought occurs frequently in 
the Psalms and Isaiah, as well as in 
other portions of the Old and New Tes- 
taments. Sometimes it is synonymous 
with trust or faith, as when the Psainf- 
ist says, “Wait on the Lord: be of good 
courage, and he shall strengthen ‘thine 
heart: wait, I say, on the Lord”. (Psa. 
27:14); or, “L will wait on thy name” 
(Psa. 52:9); or, “Because of his strength 


—— 


defence” (Psa, 59:9); Sometimes it re- 
quires patience, as we wait for God to 
accomplish something that we have been 
praying for. Then we are to “rest in 
the Lord, and wait patiently for him” 
(Psa. 37:7). David found this hard, at 
least on one occasion, for he “Mine 
eyes fail while I wait fot my (Psa. 
69:3). But to encourage us -we)\ have 
the Lord’s own promise, “For they shall 
not be ashamed that wait for me” (Isa. 
49:23). Uncertainty igs one of the most 
trying tests, but sometimes God keeps 
us in it in order that we may learn how 
little wisdom we have and that, we 
must depend on Him moment by mo- 
ment. Waiting on God may also include 
periods of time set apart for prayer and 
quiet meditation in the Word, in order 
that we may shut out all distractions 
and hear God speak to us; ‘Such times 
are very necessary for all ristian 
workers, in addition to thé regular time 


See page 407 e 
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for daily devotions. The great prortisé 
of Isaiah doubtless: includes such waits ” 


ing: “But 
shall renew 


‘wait upon the Lord 
strength; they shall 


mount up with Wings as eagles; they. 


shall run, and not’be weary; and they 
shall walk, and not faint” (Isa. 40:31). 
When the apostles’returned from their 
first preaching tour, and told the Lord 
Jesus “both what they had done, and 
what they had taught,” He said, “Come 
ye yourselves apart into a desert place, 
and rest a while: for there were many 
coming and go d they had no 
leisure so much dat” (Mark 6:30, 
31). Whatever o may be, and 
whatever form the waiting may take, 
it is safe and profitable for us to wait 
upon God. “The is good unto them 
that wait for him, # the soul that seek- 
eth him. It is goo@ that a man should 
both hope and q wait for the sal- 
vation of the Lor@}(Lam. 3:25, 26). 
* yg 
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"The Message We Sees Deliver 


“If I go on preaching the Good News, 
that is nothing for me to boast of; for 
the necessity is imposed upon me; and 
alas for me, if I fail to preach it!” 
(1 Cor. 9:16, Weymouth.) 


: question had arisen in the 

Church at Corinth as to whether 

preachers of thesGospel should or 
should not be paid for their services. 
Some, at least, wanted to use the dis- 
cussion as an opportunity to damage the 
character and work of the Apostle Paul, 
who had exercised hig liberty by refus- 
ing to receive any matérial reward from 
his converts in Corinth, 

Paul’s position is eléarly summarized 
in 1 Corinthians 9:14; “Even so hath 
the Lord ordained that they which 
preach the gospel should live of the gos- 
pel.” He believed it to be the divine 
plan and purpose that those who spend 
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Comfort for Dark Days 
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“When my . 
whelmed: } ‘rock that 
is higher 61:2b). 








their time and strenisth in preaching the 
Gospel should be supported in life ‘by 
those to whom they preach. But while 
he maintained ‘his right to receive mate- 
rial support, he would not for one mo- 
ment give any encouragement to those 
who were ready to charge him with 
mercenary motives, in preaching the 
Gospel. Rather would he labor with 
his hands to support himself and his 
colleagues and “suffer all things,” than 
“hinder the gospel ‘of Christ” by giving 
others the least caus@ for criticism, and 
thereby damage hig* good work. The 
only compensation’ coveted was the 
liberty to preach without pay, and thus 
be delivered from any temptation to 
labor from any other’ motive than that 
of love, 

Paul then asks: “What are my wages 
then? The very fact that the Good 
News which I preach will cost my 
hearers nothing, so that I cannot be 
charged with abuse of my privileges 
as a Christian pred@eher” (v. 18, Wey- 
mouth). Was the fact that he preached 
the Gospel gratuito anything to his 
credit? -Was it a th he could boast 
about? Certainly not, for the Lord Jesus 
was not indebted to him in the least. 
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Did he not owe everything to the Gospel 
of the grace of God? Was he not: uhder 
a sacred obligation by: réason of: his 
great commission to preach: the Gospel? 
Grave would’ be the ‘consequences: to 
himself if he failed: to fulfill his com- 
mission — “Woe is unto me, if I preach 
not the gospel!” (v.°26.) 

The responsibility of fulfilling Christ’s 
command to “preach the’'gdspel to every 
creature” (Mark 16:16) rests upon: the 
whole community of believers, and evéry 
individual must sharé that responsibility. 
Necessity is laid upon us,-as it was upon 
Paul, to convey the Good News ‘to all 
mankind. Others caty come to a saving 
knowledge of the truth in Christ only 
as we realize, and faithfully fulfill our 
obligation to proclaim to them the thes- 
sage of salvation. The Psalmist said, “I 
believed, therefore have I spoken,” to 
which Paul adds his testimony, “We also 
believe, and therefore speak” (2 Cor. 
4:13); 


Acceptance of the Christian faith 


brings with it the obligation to com- . 


mend ‘it, to propagate it, by “the testi- 
mony’ of our life and our lips. © The 
propagation of the Gospel does not arise 
from any conceit, arrogance, or love of 
power on the part of the Christian 
Church; this is its mission, its very life. 
When a Christian community ceases to 
evangelize it ultimately dies. During 
the past half century - thousands, of 
churches have passed out of existence 
simply because believers lost their first 
love, their missionary passion, and lived 
unto themselves, When the spirit. of 
evangelism is extinguished. within a 
church, when it no longer has any de- 
sire to extend the Saviour’s Kingdom, its 
days are numbered. The church will 
make progress only as it feels under 
a sacred compulsion to win souls for 
the Kingdom, through the preaching of 
the glorious Gospel of our Lord and Sav- 
iour, Jesus Christ. Our fathers, who 
realized very. vividly the fate of. lost 
souls and their own grave responsibility, 
were earnest “in season, out of season” 
(2 Tim. 4:2) in their endeavors to ex- 
tend God’s Kingdom. The solemn words 
of the ancient prophet were ever before 
them — “If thou dost not speak to warn 
the wicked from his way, that. wicked 
man shail die in his iniquity; but his 
blood will I require at thine hand” 
(Ezek. 33:8). 

Perhaps the chief reason why millions 
of church members feel under no di- 
vine constraint to. witness for Christ is 
because they have no real, vital, per- 
sonal experience of salvation, of Christ’s 
saving and transforming power. Their 
life is not deeply rooted and grounded 
in Christ, they know nothing of sweet 
communion with Him through prayer; 
they never meditate-upon His life, His 
redemptive work, His teaching. The 
apostle was compelled to preach the 
Gospel not merely because he had been 
commissioned by Christ to preach it, 
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but because he had experienced its 
power in his own life, and he had wit- 
nessed its transforming power in the 
lives of all sorts and conditions of men. 
The Gospel was the power of God unto 
salvation (Rom. 1:16); it was the power 
that Jew and Gentile needed so desper- 
ately; it was the only power that could 
save the world, Paul’s love for the 
world, a love that was inspired by God’s 
love in Christ, compeiled him to make 
long, difficult, and perilous journeys in 
order to tell men and women of the cru- 
cified, risen, and exalted Saviour who 
alone. could meet the soul’s. deep need. 
It was the love of Christ that had saved 
and. revolutionized his own life, which 
constrained him to labor and suffer that 
others might be united to Christ. 

Those who have a real and vivid ex- 
perience of Christ’s redeeming love and 
grace, and who see so clearly that re- 
pentance and faith alone can save, feel 
they must embrace every opportunity to 
commend the Gospel to their fellows. It 
was said of that great-hearted mission- 
ary, Dan Crawford, that when home on 
furlough he was as active and earnest 
in his endeavors to win souls in Britain 
as in Africa. His barber, tailor, fellow 
passengers in the train heard from his 
lips the Gospel of Christ and an appeal 
for decision. That is the great charac- 
teristic of all who are truly saved, and 
who are moved with compassion for the 
lost. They cannot keep silent while 
souls are perishing; they must speak of 
their Saviour to others. Even in old age 
when retired from business they refuse 
to retire from the work of preaching 
the Gospel.” One recalls two white- 
haired commanders. of the British Navy 
who would be fourid in all manner of 
places and in all weathers bearing their 
testimony for Christ. 

Even when death draws near, those 
upon whom is laid the burden of souls 
are still mindful of their obligations to 
Christ, to souls, and speak of Him with 
their dying breath. Before he went to 
preach his last sermon George White- 
field, clasping his hands in prayer, said: 
“Lord Jesus, I am weary in thy work, 
but not of thy work. If I have not yet 
finished my course, let me go and speak 
for Thee once more in the fields, seal 
thy truth, and come home and die.” 
“*Tis all my business here below,” wrote 
Charles Wesley, “to cry, ‘Behold the 
Lamb.’” 

Happy, if with my latest breath 

I may but gasp His name. 

Preach Him to all, and cry in death, 

“Behold, behold the Lamb.” 

Our need today is not more eloquence, 
more intelitctual knowledge, but more 
heart-knowledge, more conviction, more 











“Most ministers seek to set Christ be- 
fore their people, but they do not ear- 
nestly enough exhort, beseech, and per- 
suade men to accept Him as Lord and 
Saviour.”—Robert Murray McCheyne. 
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earnestness and enthusiasm in* the 
preaching of the Gospel, in winning souls 
for Christ. When moved by a divine 
constraint, we must speak for Christ; 
and there will be an indefinable some- 
thing in our preaching, our witnessing, 
which will compel attention, carry con- 
viction, and cause men.and women-to 
be concerned about their souls.. “What 
fatigues the people,” wrote Dr. D. Mc- 
Intyre, “is not the Gospel, but cold, life- 
less preaching about it— heartless 
preaching about the heart, and passion 
of God.” When our souls are. aflame 
with love for Christ and,for our souls, and 
we feel we must speak or stand con- 
demned before Christ, there will be a 
new note of urgency in our messages, 
in our personal conversations concern- 
ing the things of the Spirit, and we shal] 
meet with a new response to our appeal 
for decision. 

é ow 


Notes on Open Letters 
Does Christ Intercede 


for the Unsaved? 


Will you please tell me (and give 
the reference in God’s Word for your 
authority) whether the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is sitting at the right hand 
of the Father making intercession for 
us, is making intercession only for 
those who have come believingly to 
the Father through Him, or is He now 
interceding for the unsaved also? 

Hebrews 7:25: “Wherefore he is 
able also to save them to the utter- 
most that come unto God by him, see- 
ing he ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for them.” Are the “them” re- 
ferred to in this verse only the ones 
believingly interested, or does the 
word include disinterested ones for 
whom the Lord Jesus Christ is in- 
terceding? 

I know it is the command of the 
Lord Jesus Christ for all saved folk 
to go and tell others. It is our duty 
to pray for unsaved folk and be guided 
by the Holy Spirit to make every ef- 
fort to lead them to the Saviour.-Now 
that Jesus is sitting at the right hand 
of the Father, is the unsaved one to be 
interceded for by us to the Father 
through Jesus Christ? Or, is He inter- 
ceding for: them, whether we -are or 
not? 

i shall greatly appreciate hearing 
from you in regard to this matter. 

I am a Bible teacher of mature 
women and Tue Sunpay ScHoo, Times 
is an invaluable help to me. In this 
day of “modernism” I am sure of what 
— on its pages.—A West Virginia 
reader. 


The passage in Hebrews, whith the 
reader has quoted, is one of the most: im- 
portant passages telling us. of the Lord’s 
intercession. It is clear that the pro- 
noun “them” in each case refers to those 
who “come unto God by him,” that is, 
those who are saved. Even the con- 
struction in English emphasizes this 
point, for when the relative pronoun 
“that” is used to introduce a clause, the 
clause is inseparably linked to that 


(Continued on page 391) 
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The Rapture of the Church 


The next great event in God's program 


we come to the New Testament 
' Books, particularly to those Books 
written by the Apostle Paul. The first 
of ‘these in point of time are the Epistles 
to the Thessalonians, written about A.D. 
$4, or about a quarter century after 
the death and resurrection of our Lord 
and the birthday of the Church (Acts 2). 
It is remarkable that in both First 
and Second Thessalonians the principal 
theme is the Rapture of the saints. The 
word “rapture” means “to be caught 
up,” or “snatched away”; and that is 
precisely what will happen to the re- 
deemed onés as soon as the Church is 
made complete. There are five chap- 
ters in First Thessalonians and three 
in Second Thessalonians, and all of the 
eight chapters talk about the Rapture. 
It. would seem that the Holy Spirit of 
Truth ‘was in a hurry to whisper the 
secret of the blessed hope into the ears 
of the infant Church. 


The Crux of the Matter 


Of course, the teaching concerning the 
Rapture is by no means confined to the 
Thessalonian Epistles; it is frequently. 
found in the other New Testament 
Books; but the norm of the doctrine, the 
crux of the matter, is condensed into 
a single paragraph in 1 Thessalonians, 
chapter 4, verses 13 to 18, which we will 
now -examine: 


‘1. “I would not have you to be igno- 

rant, brethren, concerning them which 
are asleep” (v. 13). By “them which 
are asleep” is meant those who had died 
in-Christ. Paul had preached in Thessa- 
lonica only three weeks (Acts 17:2), 
and that was too brief a time for him 
thoroughly to instruct the new converts. 
They were now wondering what would 
happen to Christians who might die be- 
fore the Lord’s return. These early 
Christians, unlike many Christians of 
our day, were unwilling to be ignorant 
of these things. It is evident that they 
had sent to Paul through Silas and 
Timothy (Acts 17:14; 18:5), asking him 
about .these things, and that his reply 
is ‘found in the first and second Letters. 
It is not God’s will that His children 
should be ignorant “concerning them 
which are asleep.” 

2. “That ye sorrow not, even as others 
which have no hope” (v. 13). It is 
natural to sorrow when thoge dear to 
us are taken from us in death, but if 
these departed ones have departed “to 
be with Christ; which is far better” 
(Phil. 1:23), we should not sorrow “as 
others which have no hope.” 


3. “For if we believe that Jesus died 


Fe the details in God’s program 


By WILLIAM L. PETTINGILL, D.D. 


Dr. Pettingill’s friends are familiar 
with the cheerful admonition that 
he usually puts at the end of his 
letters. This Scriptural study of the 
second coming of Christ leads very 
naturally to the same conclusion, so 
he used it at the end of this article. 
It is the third in his series on 
prophecy. 

Questions may occur to readers, 
which are not answered in this 
series. They may be addressed to 
Dr. William L. Pettingill, 1709 N. 
Scott St., Wilmington 25, Del., who 
will answer as many as he can in 
the eighth and concluding article. 








and rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him” 
(v. 14). Here the blessed hope of the 
believer is keyed to the death and resur- 
rection of Christ. His own word is, “Be- 
cause I live, ye shall live also” (John 
14:19). Those who have fallen asleep 
in Jesus are now with Him — absent from 
the body, at home with Him (2 Cor. 5:8, 
R.V.) —and when He comes out of 
Heaven, the souls and spirits of the re- 
“deemed will come into the air “with 
him.” 

4. “For this we say unto you by the 
word of the Lord” (v. 15): By this, 
Paul does not mean that he had read 
about this in the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures. What he means is that the Lord 
Jesus had told him about it personally. 
When in that memorable scene on the 
Damascus highway Saul the persecutor 
discovered his tragic error and saluted 
the risen and glorified Son of God as 
his Lord, saying, “Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?” (Acts 9:6), he then and 
there regeived his commission, and this 
is most fully recorded for us in Acts 
26:16-18: “I have appeared unto thee for 
this purpose, to make thee a minister and 
a witness both of these things which 
thou hast seen, and of those things in 
the which I will appear unto thee...” 

We cannot doubt that during those 
three years in Damascus between. his 








Dr. Pettingill's Itinerary 


April 20-25.—Craig, Colo. 
April 27 to May 2.—Greeley, Colo, 
May 4-9.—Denver, Colo. 


May 11-16.—-North Side Gospel Cen- 
ter, Chicago, IL 

May 18-22.—Highland Avenue Baptist 
Church, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


May 25 to June 5.—Madison Avenue 
Baptist Church, Paterson, N. J. 
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conversion and his public ministry (Gal. 
1:17, 18), Saul was sitting at the feet 
of his new Commanding Officer, to be 
made an able minister of the New Cove- 
nant (2 Cor. 3:6). Only think of a the- 
ological seminary with the risen Lord 
as the faculty and Saul of Tarsus the 
student body ! 

Also, even after he had begun his 
work as Paul the apostle, this former 
persecutor took “postgraduate work” 
under the same Instructor, for the rec- 
ord shows that frequently the Lord Jesus 
appeared unto him for his encourage- 
ment and help. In Corinth the Teacher 
of teachers “spake . .. to Paul in the 
night by a vision, Be not afraid, but 
speak, and hold not thy peace:: for I 
am with thee, and no man shall set on 
thee to hurt thee: for I have much peo- 
ple in this city” (Acts 18:9, 10). In 
Jerusalem, after Paul’s arraignment be- 
fore the Sanhedrin, and as he was locked 
up in the castle, the Lord appeared to 
him during the night, and “stood by 
him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: 
for as thou hast testified of me in Jeru- 
salem, so must thou bear witness also 
at Rome” (Acts 23:11). In the ship- 
wreck, on the way to Rome, Paul re- 
ceived word through an angel of God, 
saying, “Fear not, Paul; thou must be 
brought before Ceesar: and, lo, God hath 
given thee all them that sail with thee” 
(Acts 27:23, 24). 


The Testimony of a True Witness 


By all this we may understand Paul’s 
meaning when he writes, “This we say 
unto you by.the word of the Lord.” This 
description of the coming Rapture is 
“by the word of the Lord.” It is the 
testimony of the True and Faithful Wit- 
ness, the one who cannot lie. 

5. “We which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord shall not 
prevent them which are asleep” (v. 15). 
So there will be those living and re- 
maining until the Lord comes for His 
own. “We shall not all sleep” (1 Cor. 
15:51). And these living ones shall not 
prevent them which are asleep. “Pre- 
vent” is from a word meaning “to go be- 
fore”; the American Standard Version 
reads, “precede.” 

6. “For the. Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven” (v. 16). Mind, it is “the 
Lord himself”; not the Holy Spirit; the 
Holy Spirit is already here, having come 
as recorded in Acts 2, It is “the Lord 
himself”; not a religious revival; not the 
gradual diffusion of Christianity; not the 
clash of arms as in the “Battle Hymn 
of the Republic.” No, it is none of these 
things; it is not a thing at all, but a 
person, a glorious person, “the Lord him- 
self” in person! 

7. “With a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of 
God”: (v. 16). So it will not be silent, 
or secret, or unheard. I know that many 
teachers insist that all this will be hid- 
den from the world, and will be heard 
only by the redeemed; but the record 








- Usa. 8:20.) All “them. . 
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does not so read; and from the record it 
appears that this will be a wonderful 
demonstration of the truthfulness of God, 
showing that all the time He has been 
telling the truth about these “things 
which must shortly come to pass” (Rev, 
1:1). ° 

8. “And the dead in Christ shall rise 
first” (v. 16). This event is often de- 
scribed as the Rapture of the Church. 
It is that, but it is much more than that. 
In this “first resurrection” all “the dead 
in Christ” will rise from the dead in 
their glorified bodies. This includes 
those saved before Christ came to die, 
as well as those who have been saved 
since He died. He died not only for our 
sins, but also “for the redemption of 
the transgressions that were under ‘the 
first testament” (Heb. 9:15). The Old 
Testament believers were saved by the 
blood of Jesus which in their time was 
yet to be shed, while we New Testa- 
ment believers are saved by the blood 
already shed, In God’s righteous reckon- 
ing, His Son was “the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world” (Rev, 13: 
8). “By faith Abel” was saved, and “he 
obtained witness that he was “righteous” 
(Heb. 11:4). This is justification by 
faith, By faith Abraham saw Christ’s 
day and was glad (John 8:56). Abel 
and Abraham, Enoch and Noah, Moses 
and David, and all the saved of all the 
ages are included in “them . . . which 
sleep in Jesus.” They await with us the 
day of the Rapture, for without us they 
eannot “be made perfect” (Heb. 11:40). 

9. “Then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together with 
them” (v. 17). This little phrase, “to- 
gether with them,” disposes at once of 
the theory of a partial Rapture, which 
teaches that not all the saved will be 
caught up at once, but only those who 
are particularly spiritual and fruitful. 
“To the law and to the testimony”! 
. which sleep 
in Jesus,” all “the dead in Christ” will 
rise first. There is no slightest hint that 
these will be divided and only a certain 
part of them will be raised. And as to 
the living ones, “we which are alive and 
remain,” there is no intimation that we 
shall be divided and only certain ones 
among us will be translated. 

Let it not be forgotten that this Rap- 
ture is a part of our “salvation ready 
to be revealed in the last time” (1 Pet. 
1:5), and that salvation in all its parts 
is by’ grace through faith plus nothing. 

Too, let it be remembered that the 
Church is the body of Christ, and all 
its members are “members of his body, 
of his flesh, and of his bones” (Eph. 5: 
30); and it is decreed that “a bone of 
him shall not be broken” (Exod. 12:46; 
Num, 9:12; Psa. 34:20; John 19:36). 

Also, let it be noted that the Church 
which is His body is also.His bride 
(Eph. 5:31, 32). There can be no partial 
Rapture without a mutilation of His body 
and of His bride. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


No one deserves to be caught up to 
meet the Lord, and no one will be caught 
up because of anything he deserves, for 
we deserve nothing but death. But be- 
cause in Him we are complete (Col. 
2:10), we who are sinners saved by 
grace will be caught up, and caught 
up together. 

10. “In the clouds” (v. 17). Literally, 
it is “in clouds,” evidently referring to 
our appearance as we go up, “in clouds.” 
Not dark clouds, like clouds threatening 
rain. Far from it! The redee 
they go up will form clouds, 
radiant clouds, with the glory of 
upon them. When the Child was 
in Bethlehem there was “a multitude 
the heavenly host” of angels proclaim- 
ing to the shepherds what was taking 
place in the city of David. What a 
cloud of glory that must have been! 
Possibly it was that same convoy that 
constituted the cloud receiving Him as 
He ascended from the Mount of Olives 
(Acts 1:9). And when He comes again 
to the earth to take His place upon “the 
throne of his father David” (Luke 1: 
31-33), He will come “in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory” 
(Matt. 23:30); He “shall come in his 
glory, and all the holy angels with him” 
(Matt. 25:31). It may be that this escort 
of the “holy angels” will be our escort 
also when we are caught up. Lazarus 
was just a poor beggar, but- he was 
saved by grace, and when “the beggar 
died” he “was carried by the angels into, 
Abraham’s bosom”; so even this one poor 
beggar was carried away “in clouds.” 
Hallelujah! What a Saviour! 


11. “To meet the Lord in the air” (v. 
17). How wonderful! How simple, how 
clear, and yet how wonderful! What 
more can we desire than to be caught 
up to meet the Lord? And, mind, it is 
all true; for it comes to us “by the word 
of the Lord.” 
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12. “And so shall we ever be with 
the Lord” (v. 17). This is the goal at 
the end of the road. To be forever with 
Him, in whose presence there is fullness 
of joy, and at whose right hand there 
are pleasures forevermore (Psa. 16:11). 
It was for this He prayed in John 17: 
24, when He said, “Father, I will that 
they also, whom thou hast given me, be 
with me where I am; that they may be- 
hold my glory, which, thou hast given 
me: for thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world.” 


13, “Wherefore comfort one another 
with these words” (v. 18). This is a 
command. _We are to use these words 
to comfort one another. We should 
speak to each other about the comfort- 
ing hope, the blessed hope. We should 
imitate the children of God who, in the 
darkness of the time of Malachi (3:16, 
17), comforted one another: “Then they 
that feared the Lord spake often one to 
another: and the Lord hearkened, and 
heard it,.and a book of remembrance 
was written before him for them that 
feared the Lord, and that thought upon 
his name. And they shall be mine, saith 
the Lord of hosts, in that day when I 
make up my jewels; and I will spare 
them, as a man spareth his own son that 
serveth him.” 


A striking parallel has been observed 
between the paragraph we have been 
studying and the words of our Lord on 
that last night, as recorded in John 14: 

1, “Let not your heart be troubled” 
(John 14:1); “Sorrow not” (1 Thess. 
4:13). 

2. “Ye believe in God, believe also in 
me” (John 14: 1); “If we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again [as God had prom- 
ised], even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him” (1 Thess. 
4:14). 


(Continued on page 391) 


Making Business Meetings Businesslike 
One answer to many complaints against church and Sunday schoo! business sessions 


OW often, today, we hear the voices 

of the members of our churches, 
Sunday schools, and other Christian or- 
ganizations raised in ¢riticism of, or in 
protest against, the way we conduct our 
business meetings. One cries, “The 
meetings last much too long.” Another 
echoes, “The officers run everything.” 
A third answers, “I’m not going to at- 
tend...” j 
' Do members of your group voice opin- 
ions like that? Even if there has been 
no audible grumbling, do they stay away 
from your business meetings? Or, at- 
tending, do y serve merely asa deco- 
rative backdrop to the actual decisions? 
Have any of your members ever had 


By JESSE DeRIGHT 
reason to feel like window dressing for 
the executive committee? 


These questions are important because, 
all too often, we must answer a disturbed 
and disturbing, “Yes.” Nearly every one 
of our church and Sunday school organ- 
izations requires a business meeting at 
least once a year. And if these meet- 
ings are to serve their purpose of effi- 
cient planning they must be attended 
and actively supported by the greater 
part of the membership. 

We go to great lengths today to main- 
tain the orthodoxy of our doctrines and 
the consistency of our testimony. We 
train ourselves and our young people 
in the use of the Word and in the means 
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of grace, and this is as it should be. 
But we often rieglect the point ‘of ¢on- 
tact between the layman and his organ- 
ized Christian efforts—the ~ businéss 
meeting.’ Yet here is a trouble-spot; 
here_ discord can easily grow ‘inte dis- 
unity: 

Of course wé'should make our busi- 
ness méetings a matter of prayer, pri- 
vate’ as well as public. But we should 
also do all we canto improve them and 
conform them to Christian principles and 
the best modern methods, if we are to 
expect to receive God’s fullest blessing 
upon them. Paul’s admonition to the Cor- 
inthians, “Let all things be done. de- 
cently and in’ order” (1 Cor. 14:40) ap- 
plies to us and our activities for Christ 
today. 


One Major Criticism 


A major criticism of business meetings 
is the. wasting of time and the.long meet- 
ings that result. One says, “Our presi- 
dent lets our discussion wander aimlessly, 
instead of leading us to constructive 
action. Every few minutes he says, ‘Well, 
we had better get back to our business,’ 
but we seldom do. And we seldom fin- 
ish before midnight.” 

The very opposite of, this complaint 
involves the officers who rule by execu- 
tive decree. If someone makes a _.sug- 
gestion, the presiding officer says, “How 
would you like to do that? Anyone 
opposed? All right, that is what we will 
do.” “It may be what he and two or 
three of his friends ‘want, or it may ‘ba 
what the majority wants, but no one can 
be'sure. Acting contrary to the rules of 
the organization is another abuse often 
practiced. 

But these offenses are by no. means all 
executive-inspired. Officers can often 
justly defend themselves by saying, 
“How can we wait for motions to be 
made or discussions to be carried .on? 
No one will make a motion or take part 
in discussion, and some even refuse to 
vote. They seem to be afraid to speak 
or vote against anything— until after 


the meeting. But you should Hear them ' 


then !” 


An occasional brokén bylaw or parlia-" ° 


mentary mistake may cause little con- 
cern, but, when the practice becomes 
chronic, it causes irritation and suspicion 
that can grow easily into trouble, trou- 
ble for the well-being of your organiza- 
tion and of His cause. Probably in the 
great* majority of meetings everything 
is done honestly, but; if business is con- 
ducted in a muddled and slipshod man- 
ner, it may easily appear to be dishonest, 
especially if the seeds of irritation have 
already been planted. We need to re- 
member Paul’s warning, “Providing for 
honest things, not only in the sight of 
the Lord, but also in the sight of men” 
(2 Cor. 8:21). 

Is there a sure remedy for this situa- 
tion? Certainly not a_ sure, sugar- 
coated charm that will work at all times, 
but there is a solution for most diffi- 
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culties if we are willing to spend time 
and thought‘upon it. If we would train 
ourselves to follow’ faithfully the basic 
rules of good’parliamentary procedure, 
many of the causes of complaint would 
disappéar, and everything would be done 
“decently and in order.” 

Tf, as officers, ministers, laymen, and 
Christians we would use the rules al- 
teady ‘in existence to ‘accomplish ‘our 
business, we. would find that leaders 
would bé able to lead efficiently with a 
minimum of time and effort, while mem- 
bers could guide their leaders to right 
decisions by the frée expression of opin- 
ions and by voting on proposals of their 
own choosing. 

But this situation does not just hap- 
pen. Parliamentary rules must be 
learned; understood,’ and then used. 
Our ministers usually have at least a 
fair knowledge of rules of order, but 
often they‘ fail to advocate or enforce 
their use because they will not take the 
trouble to ‘teach them to their people. 
For, unfortunately, if you say, “Parlia- 
tientary law,” to ‘the average layman 
he reacts‘as if you had said, “Bubonic 
plague.” Often he takes the attitude 
that such matters are so complicated 
that he is not going to waste time trying 


to master them. 


Yet the basic rules of parliamentary 
procédure are not complicated. They 
are designed to correct the complaints 
most often mentioned in connection with 
busifess meetings. ‘Parliamentary rules 
are designed to give uniformity to busi- 
ness meetings, expedite ‘business, and 
protect minorities and non-officers from 
majority and executivé abuses. 


Where To Get Help 


Several good manuals are available 
to those who want to learn. : Robert's 
“Rules of Order” (Scott, Foresman, Chi- 
cago 5; $1.50, cloth) is probably the best- 
known, and L. G. Cushing’s “Manual” 
(Wehman Bros., 712 Broadway, New York 
3; 35 cents, paper), is also gcod. But you 


do. not need to memorize ‘a whole ‘book 


to benefit from the use of parliamentary 
law. A manual is handy for reference 
on difficult or unusual problems, but a 
few of the basic rules are al! that are 
needed to give any ordinary layman a 
working knowledge of correct procedure, 
and they are easy to learn. 

The following list of seven rules, if put 
into practice, would solve most diffi- 
culties. 


1. Insist that each proposed and (or) 
official.action be in the form of a motion. 

Any member can enforce this by mak- 
ing the motion. himself. Instead of say- 
ing, “Mr. = paregeos I think we ought 
to-do so and so,” sa “Me. Chairman, I 
make a motion that. 

If no one offers to nile a motion, the 
chairman should say, “The chair will 
entertain a motion on_this subject,” or, 
“A motion to this effect is in order,” and 
wait until someone makes such a motion. 
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Seconding or “supporting” a motion 
is not necessary, but is the usual prac- 
tice and is permissible. If you use sec- 
onding, be Consistent and insist upon it 
for all motions, 


2. Use amendments to change a motion. 

Often when discussion brings out pos- 
sible reasons for changes in a motion 
that has been made, it is changed by 
the chairman, or by someone else, with- 
out any. formal action on the original 
motion, The correct way is to amend 
the main motion.by saying, “Mr. Chair- 
man, I move to amend the motion by 
changing it to read thus...” If the 
main motion required a second, the 
amendment must then be seconded. Vote 
on the amendment first, then on the 
original motion as amended. 


3. Discuss each item of business thor- 
oughly. 

The chairman should allow time for 
discussion of each issue, but, when the 
discussion wanders away from the point 
or begins to repeat itself, either ‘call iit 
back to the subject or suggest that a 
motion be made and a vote taken. Al- 
low as little waste’of time as possible. 

Members should use this discussion 
time to air their views, but only on the 
subject being discussed, and should leave 
time for others to do likewise. 

And really use this time to express 
yourself. -Do not be afraid to disagree 
or: speak your mind. If you fail -to do 
so at the proper time, you have no right 
to complain after the meeting. 


4. Take a careful vote on each motion. 


This vote should be by ballot if the 


rules require it, or if the members re- 
quest it. A secret ballot makes some 
people feel more free to vote as, they 
wish. 

And, Mr. Member, do not be afraid 
to vote your convictions, even though 
you may disagree with the majority. 
You have a vote for the purpose of ex- 
pressing your opinion on the subject 
being voted upon, and if you are influ- 
enced by the pressure ‘of majority opin- 
ion, by friends, or by timidity or fear, 
into voting contrary to your convictions 
you may just as well not vote, for you 
have in effect been already disenfran- 
chised. In fact, you may as well not 
attend the meeting. 


5. Keep a record of the proceedings, 

This should include each motion made 
and the action taken upon it. Have this 
record read and approved publicly,, in 
the same meeting if possible, or certainly 
at the next meeting, and use it for ref- 
erence as to the action. taken. 


6. Abide by the rules of your organ- 
ization. 

Your organization doubtless has a con- 
stitution or bylaws, or both, and of 
course you must know them to be able 
to obey them. Learn them. Studying 
them as a group may fit into your ’pro- 


(Continued on page 385) 
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A Survey of Religious Life 


and Thought 


By ERNEST GORDON 


Tm National Home Missions Fel- 
lowship was formed in 1943 to pre- 
sent a medium through which mis- 
sion boards and individuals, engaged in 
home work and subscribing to a loyal 
evangelical statement, could co-operate 
intelligently and efficiently by such 
methods as are consistent with their 
absolute independence. The offices are 
at 2938 Eastwood Ave., Chicago. Promi- 
nent in its leadership is John S. Iron- 
side, son of the pastor of the Moody 
Church, a church in which home as well 
as foreign missions are greatly 'pro- 
moted. Thus, at its last Home Mission- 
ary Rally, eighty-seven home mission- 
aries were present from all over the 
West and South. 

Among the National Home Missions 
affiliates are individuals and groups 
working among Mexicans, Negroes, the 
Navajo and other Indians. There are 
missionaries to Mormons, to Jews, among 
mountain whites, migrants, Louisiana 
French. Also rural Bible workers 
among children, laborers in churchless 
communities and revivers of abandoned 
churches, as in New England and New 
York State. All report great need and 
great opportunity. A list of those labor- 
ing in these and other fields is being 
made for the information of Chris- 
tian givers. This binding together in 
an over-all relationship will prove of 
great encouragement to all participat- 
ing. It will represent work free from 
the infiltration of unbelief. Its organ 
is The Roundtable, procurable for $1 
annually from B. F. Hitchcock, 326 W. 
Kalamazoo Ave., Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Let us pray that this acorn may be- 
come an oak. The home mission soci- 
eties of the major denominations co- 
operate with the Federal Council, and 
it is planned to merge them eventually 
in the Federal Council. Even now they 
are more or less tinged with Federal 
Council apostasy. It is time to prepare 
for s2paration. I noticed recently a list 
of what the Federal Council Commis- 
sion on Rural Churches, to which eight 
heme mission boards contribute, had 
been doing in the previous yeer. One 
item was the introduction of Rogation 
Days in the rural churches. In France 
and other Romanist countries Rogation 
Days are.days in which Roman Catholic 
clergy perambulate the fields singing 
litanies for good crops. 


The Russian Missionary Service (6225 
Morton St., Philadelphia 44) sends Mili- 
tary Food Boxes to hungry Christians, 
usually Ukrainians and Ryssians. Each 
box weighs 49 pounds, and is well 
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packed. The products are specially 
chosen, and contain 40,000 calories. The 
cost of each to the United States Gov- 
ernment is $25, and the Russian Mission- 
ary Service pays only $10 for each. They 
are sent to worthy cases, practically all 
of them personally known to Director 
Neprash. 

“We are especially glad and grateful 
that from now on we can also send 
Army all-virgin-wool blankets. Each 
Blankét Package costs $10, and delivery 
is guaranteed. It contains two blankets, 
66 by 84 inches, two pairs of composition 
heels and soles for men’s and’ women’s 
shoes, a package of needles, four spools 
of thread, a box of darning cotton (10), 
safety pins, a comb, a thimble. These are 
needful for making clothing like coats, 
suits, and shirts—from blankets. In- 
structions are enclosed in the language 
of the country. . 

To Russians in Western Germany five 
thousand New Testaments and 10,000 
Gospels have already been sent. There 
are thousands of Russians in prison 
camps in Italy with whom the Russian 
Missionary. Service is now in contact. 


The Pocket Testament League (New 
York) has just sent to China a hundred 
thousand copies of Chinese Gospels of 
John. This brings its distribution to a 
quarter million. Some 12,000 of the Gos- 
pels were presented to school children 
in Nanking during a song festival in 
honor of Chiang Kai-shek’s birthday. 
Most of them were given out at evange- 
listiec meetings, conducted by a team of 
Pocket Testament League members, 
among Chinese youth army units, in 


» milftary and police training schools, and 


in other meetings. The teams consist 
of both Chinese and American members. 
Glenn Wagner is the executive secretary. 


The Jesuits do not lack in worldly 
foresight, and this expresses itself in the 
way in which they are buying estates, 
not only in England and Scotland but in 
America. They got control by purchase 
of Shadybrook, Andrew Carnegie’s 
Lenox estate in the Berkshires. The 
great Nicholas Brady estate in Long 
Island has come to them in gift, and 
there are others. 

Hence, it is with satisfaction that one 
observes the Pierpont Morgan mansion, 
in dignified brownstone on Madison Ave. 
and Thirty-seventh St., in possession of 
Lutheranism. A mighty fortress is our 
God, and a mighty bastion of the Ref- 
ormation is the Lutheran Church, and 
a mighty fine expression of the Lutheran 
Church is this mansion which houses 
its foreign and home missionary soci- 
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eties,; its National Lutheran Council, its 
New York Synod, and numerous other 
interests. 

In a score or more of rooms the click 
of the typewriters in the service of 
Christ is the church music. The old 
Morgan living room is altered into a 
chapel with a lovely, simple altar and 
an altar piece depicting Christ with the 
eleven disciples in the upper room ‘after 
the Resurrection. In many rooms are 
still retained ‘the furnishings: of the 
earlier Morgan magnificence — carved 
teakwood friezes, coffered ceilings, splen- 
did mantels, and fireplaces that might 
be the spoil of some French or Italian 
chateau. The red plush of hall carpet 
is matched by the green plush of the 
miniature park that lies between the 
Morgan home and the Morgan library 
building opposite. 

American Lutheranism deserves ‘its 
new home. Lutheranism in Europe went 
through its modernist fever in the eight- 
eenth and nineteenth centuries and has 
come back to health. One envies ‘its 
present Christian loyalty and doctrinal 
unity, and longs for the time when 
American Christianity insits other forms 
shall be also emancipated from the bond- 
age of unbelief. 

How did this prize fall to them? There 
were encumbrances on the mansion 
which the Morgan childrery did not care 
to liquidate. So the great property was 
knocked down for $230,000, hardly the 


‘value of the land on which it stands. 


And the children of Luther bought it in. 
This time the children of Loyola were 
caught napping. 


Most deaf people have lost their hear- 
ing in childhood from scarlet fever, 
spinal meningitis, typhoid, brain fever. 
Others, because of accident or syphilitic 
parentage. Ordinarily, ‘they are other- 
wise normal, yet during past centuries 
have been too often treated as outcasts 
and neglected. An effective sign lan- 
guage has been taught them, and it is 
interesting to learn that when the deaf 
wish to say “Jesus” they point to imagi- 
nary nailprints in their hands. And in- 
deed our. Lord, when He looked up to 
Heaven and sighed, saying, “Ephphatha,” 
used the upward-look sign’ with which 
the deaf still represent God. 

The Lutheran pastor, Augustus Reinke 
of Chicago, was the originator of Luth- 
eran work among these people. A deaf 
man had ealled his attention to the 
words of Mark 16:15, “And preach the 
gospel to every creature.” “It is true,” 
he wrdte to Mr. Reinke, “the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ is preached to many crea- 
tures, and large numbers are won for 
Christ. But, dear pastor, how is it that 
the Gospel is not preached to us deaf 
people? Are we not-also creatures, and 
therefore included in this mission com- 


mand of our Lord? We see our hearing, 


relatives and friends go to their réspec- 
tive churches on Sunday while we must 
remain at home because no one will 
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preach to us in. an understanding way.” 
‘So Pastor Reinke learned the sign 
language, and in 1894 preached his first 
sermon. to deaf mutes. The subject was 
“God is love.” It was taxing work, for 
it is conceded that it takes four times 
the energy to preach a sermon in sign 
that it does in speech. Also it takes 
four times as long to prepare it. 
‘Today, according to the American 
Lutheran, after fifty years, twenty-three 
Lutheran missionaries serve the deaf in 
some 300 cities. There are 2,677 com- 
municants. Eleven congregations have 
their own chapels and parsonages, and 
more than 800 children at state schools 
are under Christian instruction by Luth- 
eran missionaries. 

Work among the colored deaf is be- 
ing carried on also in Chieago, St. Louis, 
Kansas City, and Cleveland. More than 
3,000 services are held for the deaf each 
year by Lutheran ministers. They serve 
6,500 deaf in thirty states and Canada. 
A chain of missions has been estab- 
lished from New York to California and 
from Canada to Mexico, 

Lutheran missionaries serve the deaf 
also in state and county institutions, in 
hospitals, and in homes for the deaf. 
This work covers all phases of their 
life, their problems, their adjustments, 
and their social and business relations. 
“Our deaf congregations have estab- 
lished men’s clubs, ladies-aid societies, 
Sunday schools, and Bible classes, and 
they are generous contributors.” 


To all who are interested in preach- 
ing the Gospel over the air, the poll of 
Mutual Broadcasting to determine the 
most popular personalities in New York 
City will come as a surprise. That 
Archbishop Spellman should have 
premier place is not strange when one 
considers the immense size of the Cath- 
olic constituency. Neither is it remark- 
able that Mrs. Roosevelt should be sec- 
ond when one considers that she has 
been in the public eye during three 
national administrations. But that the 
pastor of Calvary Baptist Church should 
be designated as number three is in- 
deed unprecedented. Dr. William Ward 
Ayer is known to New. York masses 
only as a modest and faithful preacher 
of Christ and the Gospel of Christ over 
the air. He has no outside reputation. 


This great Catholic and Jewish city, in® 


acclaiming him as New York’s third 
personality, is apparently paying a trib- 
ute to that Gospel and to. nothing else. 
That ought to encourage every evangel- 
ical speaker over the air with the great- 


. ness of his opportunity. 


It is noticeable that Dr. Fosdick, who 
has had a thousandfold more advertise- 
ment, came in number ten. In between 
were Mayors La Guardia and O’Dwyer 
and Mr. John D. Rockefeller. 


Tent meetings in Argentina are car- 
ried on by the Christian .Missionary 
Alliance. Last summer three tents were 
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used.in seven different places and the 
results were such that in almost every 
campaign outstatigns had to be opened 
to care for those saved. The night serv- 
ices, children’s meetings, and~ personal 
work in homes yielded wonderful fruit, 
and halls have been rented to continue 
the meetings. 


“By nine-thirty every night, Donald 
Barnes had music and announcements 
going out over the loud-speaker. Loud- 
speakers had also been taken through 
the city by car. Long lines of people 
came into the tent from every direction. 
Large and small, they came for the 
flannelgraph lessons which Mrs. Barnes 
had prepared for the children. The 
lusty roar of their singing broke in 
echoes against the distant buildings. 
When the preaching service began at 
ten o’clock, the tent was jammed up to, 
and onto, the platform —a veritable sea 
of faces round about.” 


Of the meetings, the chief of police 
said: “You chose to set up your tent 
in a very dangerous section of the city. 
I had thought it would be necessary for 
me. to station police agents to keep order, 
but none were needed. What’ you folk 
teach is indeed the truth, and it should 
be taught in every public school im the 
land.” 


Reconstruction in China. — Honan 
Province suffered much from the Japanese 
invasion, and- not the least the Christian 
church there. In. order ‘to rally Chris- 
tians and encourage them in their Chris- 
tian walk, a conference was held last 
summer for the leaders of the church. 
Henry W. Guinness writes of it in 
China’s Millions: 


“Twice daily, for one and a half hours, 
rapt attention was given to Bible read- 
ings conducted by Pastor Alfred Chow 
of the Shanghai Bible School. He took 
us through Ephesians, verse by verse, 
extolling the glories of our risen Lord 
and all the plenitude of His matchless 
grace, going on to the practical exhorta- 
tion regarding Christian conduct. The 
subjects of each chapter were put in 
verse and sung to Auld Lang Syne and 
other well-known tunes. Notebooks 
were much in evidence, and the prayers 
which followed each session revealed 
that many of the verses and their ex- 
position were finding a ready response 
in the hearts of the listeners. Outstand- 
ing among these was the phrase, ‘chosen 
in Christ before the foundation, of the 
world.’” 

Christians in Manchuria ere hard- 
pressed. Chinese Communists, with 
Russia back of them, have turned the 
land into chaos. Factories have been 
stripped of machinery, animals and seed 
grain. carried off, so that there is doubt 
of plowing next spring. The coal mines 
are in Communist hands and producing 
no coal. 

To meet this crisis the Church of 
Scotland is sending out ten missionaries. 
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The Chinese church deserves help. 
The bravery of the Chinese staff of the 
Moukden Christian Hospital has kept} 
it “the cleanest in China,” according to 
Life and Work, in spite of the fact that, 
it has had no water except what was 
carried, that a great proportion of its 
bedding has been stolen, and that seven 
per cent of the nurses and many doc- 
tors have suffered from frozen hands 
when working in unheated wards in 
extreme winter cold. Every one of its 
339 beds is now occupied by patients 
who look clean and comfortable. The 
work has been carried on by Chinése 
doctors and nurses in spite of every dif- 
ficulty. Schools are being reopened;: 
students are crowding to them. Pastors 
and evangelists who continued in spite 
of Japanese opposition continue on now 
in spite of the Communists. 


Dr. Walter Strangway is head of a 
Canadian Mission at Chissamba in An- 
gola, and a Portuguese paper, A Voz do 
Planalto, says of him: 

“His scientific training, his understand. 
ing, his devotion to his patients, his 
simple good-heartedness, his almost 
miraculous cures of those on whom he 
has operated, thus saving thousands of 
lives, have spread abroad his name and 
fame to such a degree that long ago it 
has filled Angola and has passed beyond, 
even overseas to Sao Tomé, whence have 
come sick people seeking the Chissamba 
hospital. 

“It has never been known that the 
cost of services and of medicines has 
been demanded before treatment is 
given or a difficult operation performed. 
If the. patient, even a Portuguese, is 
needy or lacks the necessities of life, 
not a penny will be received. Words 
of gratitude, coming from full hearts and 
accompanied by tears of emotion, are 
the only payment received by this be- 
loved doctor. When the patient can pay 
something the gift goes into the account 
for the betterment of the hospital 
equipment,” 

Of the Protestant leper work of Dr. 
Gilchrist at Camundonga where nearly 
a thousand lepers are cared for, an- 
other Angola Portuguese editor writes, 

“What impressed me at Camundonga 
was the way Gilchrist handled and 
treated those lepers with their terrible 
sores and wounds, and did it with such 
tenderness and consideration. I can 
never forget it.” 


Mr. William S. Baggett is home mis- 
sioner of the Conservative Congrega- 
tionalists in Southwest Louisiana. He 
was converted in a revival meeting in 
the First Baptist Church of Kinder, La., 
and directly fell in with the Rev. Paul 
Leeds, Congregationalist pastor in 
Kinder. For séveral years he labored 
in Sunday school and church, and then 
was called to give his whole time to 
evangelism. This was a heavy cross ‘as 
it meant the abandonment of home and 
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Well-stocked farm to go out as Abra- 
ham, not knowing whither. 


He went to. Moody Bible Institute for 
three years’ training, taking his wife 
and two boys with him. It was a strenu- 
ous experience. “More than once bed- 
time found us without funds to purchase 
groceries for the next day, but before 
dawn. God had supplied the need in an- 
swer to our cry.” He worked for a 
time as elevator operator, then went 
back with forty dollars, to Louisiana, in 
an old car, to be assistant to Paul Leeds. 
Presently he had built up a church of 
thirty-seven charter members at Barnes 
Creek, preaching first under a brush 
arbor, at times when the rain .came 
through so that he could not open his 
Bible. Here were held prayer meet- 
ings, Sunday schools, and Vacation Bible 
schools. Logs and labor were presented 
and they have now a little church of 
sixty-eight members. 

Then came a revival in another place 
called Reeves with thirty-three conver- 
sions. “We did not have toney to buy 
the roofing material (for this second 
echureh), but a sawmill company pre- 
sented any sunken logs we could find 
in the streams to work into shingles.” 
The pastor and four men undertook the 
job. Though the logs had lain in water 
for sixty years they were still sound 
and good and provided shingles enough 
to cover the roof and to sell $15 worth 
in addition. A third church has been 
housed in an old building, reshingled 
again with the help of abandoned logs. 
“We. stood waist deep in water to saw 
them and worked from before dawn until 
after dark.” The pastor kept from five 
to nine services a week going all the 
time! “Again. God was our refuge!” 

They have received modest grants 
from the Congregationalist Church 
boards which have enabled them to 
open a clinic. These little churches are 
federated under the name of the South- 
west Louisiana Parish of Congregational 
Churches. 


No Christian denomination has suffered 
from neo-Unitarianism to the extent 
that Congregationalism has, and it is 
therefore gratifying to find in that body 
an evangelical movement which seeks 
to renew the church of Edwards and 
Finney and Moody. Its organ is the 
Congregational Beacon of Minneapolis, 
and it is both evangelical and evange- 
listic in its orientation. The tide is 
with it. In an able article in the Ez- 
pository, Times, Dr. John A. McFadden 
writes: 

“Theology begins with the Word of 
God and not with ‘the modern mind.’ 
It is now being realized that liberalism 
in theological thought has broken down 
just because of its tolerant attempt to 
accommodate itself to the ‘modern out- 
look.’ This disintegration of the one- 
time self-confident and aggressive lib- 
eralism is forcing the Church to seek 
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the relevance of its theology in something 
other than the modern spirit. 

“The relevance of theology :does not 
lie in up-to-dateness. To current thought 
and action the Gospel will always be 
a ‘scandal’ and an. ‘offence,’ and a the- 
ology which derives from the ‘given’ of 
the Gospel has little chance of accom- 
modating itself to the ‘modern: outlook.’ 
The theologian’s real anxiety today 
should be to make explicit what is 
already implicit in the Divine Act in 
Jesus Christ.” 

Let us hope that these evangelical 
Congregationalists may be able to tfe- 
cover their church with its noble past 
out of the darkness into which “the mod. 
ern, mind” has led it, into the light of 
the knowledgé of the glory of God in the 
face. of Jesus Christ. If not, Congre- 
gationalism will become a decrepit sect 
like Unitarianism. I notice the: recent 
sale of the $200,000 Channing (Unitarian) 
Church in Newton (Greater Boston) . to 
the United Presbyterians. It should be 
a themento mori to Congregationalism. 


A word or two should be added re- 
gatding the new Conservative Congre- 
gational Christian Fellowshtp. Its pur- 
pose is to draw evangelical churches 
together, to put emphasis on world-wide 
evangelism, to revive the old-fashioned 
Sunday school, to carry the Gospel to 
neglected communities. In spite of the 
fact that the controlling group in the 
Congregational Church boasts that the 
denomination has “plenty of room” for 
“all shades of theological thought,” 
evangelicals “are being crowded out of 
our pulpits.and churches just as they 
have been crowded from the committees 
and offices of . . . State Conferences and 
General Council organizations.” 

Twenty years ago an appeal was made 
by Conservatives to the American Board 
“requesting that certain missionaries or 
mission fields be set aside for the ex- 
clusive support of the conservative 
churches.” This request was turned 
down and the result was that a large 
bloc of conservative Congregational 
Churches drew out of the denomination. 
“Some of these churches were not only 
large in membership, but strong in mis- 
sionary support.” In the Chicage area 
alone fifteen of the strongest conserva- 
tive churches withdrew. 

Many state conference superintend- 
ents, executive secretaries, and other 
denominational leaders opposed the Fel- 
lowship on the ground that it is “di- 
visive.” Pressure is being put on 
churches to restrain them from joining 
it. Home mission churches especially 
hesitate to identify themselves with it, 
though wishing to, lest denominational 
grants be withdrawn. Yet money for 
these grants is contributed by conserva- 
tives as well as by others. Pastors also 
fear lest they be boycotted if they be- 
come members. 

“They want our support both in num- 
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bers and finances,” says the editorial in 
the Congregational Beacon fot, June, 
1946, from which we take these facts 
“but they are not willing that ariy of, 
us should have one single voice in how 
that money should be spent or directed.” 


An opening in Bolivia for the Inde- 
pendent Board for Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions is described by Mr. Walter G. 
Cross. An educational commission from 
the United States is assisting. the Bo- 
livian Government in the training .of 
teachers in pyblic health and agricul- 
ture.. A reading knowledge of textbooks 
in English is necessary, and. Mr. Cross 
was enlisted for the teaching of.the first 
group of forty rural teachers. He. won 
their confidence and was able in the 
classroom and in his own home to tes- 
tify to them of Christ. Later he was 
given a position which brings. him in 
close contact with the future teachers 
of many thousands of children —men 
and women who will be the most. influ- 
ential persons in their communities. 


Four normal schools are planned by 
the Government with 150 students in 
each. “Had we a missionary couple at 
two of these four centers, contact with 
them all could be had and also with the 
immediate community of Aymara In- 
dians. A half-ton pick-up truck with 
a motor adjusted to high altitudes would 
be a great aid in such student evange- 
lism.” 

Brief Notes 


It is significant that the Irish minister 
at the Vatican has been raised to the 
rank- of ambassador, the only ambas- 
sador in the Irish diplomatic service. 


The Tennessee Negro Baptist Conven- 
tion has acquired the property of two 
historic Catholic schoals in Memphis — 
St. Agnes and Siena colleges. 


General Feng; vice-minister of the 
Chinese National Council, is if’ this 
country to study methods of flood ¢on- 
trol. His Christian ministry amorig-the 
troops of twenty years ago is well remem. 
bered. He is a member of the Lutheran 
Church. 


From Kenya Colony.—The British 
head of schools, in the Syabei area of 
Kenya, plans for a Masai New Testa- 


, ment in the hands of every schoolboy 


in his district. All eighty-three boys in 
the Narok government school are attend- 
ing a forty-five-minute weekly Bible 
class. Miss Laura Collins is working 
through the Naivasha European farmn- 
ing district of Kenya, evangelizing the 
large numbers of Africans employed by 
the settlers. 


In the cornerstone of the Judson Me- 
morial Church on Washington Square, 
New York, is a copy of the Burmese 
Bible as translated by Adoniram Judfon. 
In front of this cornerstone is a drifk- 
ing fountain used daily by thousands in 
hot weather. 














eo 7 


owas «a 


—- nao. o> 








Lesson for May 4 


Making Business Meetings 
Businesslike 
(Continued from page’ 381) 


gram, and this is a fine way to make 
everyone acquainted with them. 

If you have special rules that are un- 
written but have become a part of your 
method of procedure, it is a wise prac- 
tice to reduce them to writing and have 
them officially adopted as bylaws, or 
as a part,of your constitution. 

7. Adopt some standard parliamentary 
manual. 

This manual should be your authority 
in all matters not governed by your con- 
stitution or rules. If you have any prob- 
lem of procedure you will then be able 
to find the answer in this manual. 

It hardly need be emphasized that a 
quick and thoughtless reading of these 
rules will not result in any change for 
the better. To be of value they must 
be learned and practiced in your meet- 
ings. 2 

Group study is often more pleasant 
and profitable than studying alone. Find 
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a teacher ‘who can direct” you, ~or, ify 


none is available, select one of your own 
number to act as the leader in your 
study. After you learn the rules, you 
can have both fun and practice ‘In’ a 
drill period led by members of Your” 
group, in which you can try out your 
newly-learned parliamentary techniques. 


You should then soon acquire the abil- 
ity to use these rules in the regular 
course of your business meetings, just 
as you would in practice sessions. If 
you do not use the methods and rules 
available, but go about your meetings 
in the same old way, you can expect the 
same old results. 

Remember that just as any group is 
as Christian as its individual members, 
so, too, a meeting is as efficient and par- 
liamentary as its participants make it 
so. So let us be sure that each of us 
sets a good example by the consistent 
practice of the rules of order. If we do, 
we will be surprised how much more 
effectively our business meetings will 
serve both our interests and. His cause. 


Wruiameson, N. Y. 


Preparing for Your Fall Rally 


_ Getting en early start toward permanent results 


‘ 


SUNDAY school Rally that merely 
leads up to and ends with a large 
attendance on one certain day is seldom 
worth the trouble it takes to make reatly 
for it. Events should be carefully plan- 
ned to lead up to the big day, then defi- 


nite follow-up work should be arranged : 


to care for the new interests stimulated 
in individual classes, in departments, and 
in the school as a whole. This cannot 
be accomplished without some well-pre- 
pared program and systematic work that 
will lead up to the climax, Rally Day. 
Such a program cannot be followed if 
not presented until a week or two be- 
fore Rally Day. How the‘fall work was 
undertaken in one school, and the de- 
tails of the program followed may be 
of help to those who have such matters 
in charge. 

At the July teachers’ meeting a Rally 
Planning Committee was appointed. 
This committee was instructed to pre- 
pare a schedule of activities covering 
the early fall period, and to present it 
in detail at the August meeting. This 
meeting was held during the first week 
of the month, so there was ample time 
in which to work out such details as 
were accepted. The tentative outline 
of events was typed and a copy pre- 
sented to each teacher and officer of 
the school on the Sunday preceding the 
meeting. This provided opportunity for 
everyone to study the program before 
coming into the meeting. 


: Theme.—On the recommendation of 
the committee, the theme adopted for 
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the entire period was “Evangelism” — 
“I will be a Christian.” 

Purpose.—The purpose of this fall 
Rally shall be, (1) to bring the work 
of the school to its full effectiveness 
early in the fall, both as to attendance 
and as to program; (2) to emphasize 
spiritual growth, culminating in conse- 
cration and welcome of new and return- 
ing members of the school, on Rally 
Day, and in public confession of Christ 
by those who may be so led, on the first 
Sunday in October. Here is the schedule 
approximately as it was worked out, 
but adapted to this present year of 1947. 

Early in August.—Teachers’ meeting 
to plan activities, and to organize for 
service. At this meeting a number of 
committees shall be appointed and the 
work fairly launched. 

Early in September.—Teachers’ meet- 
ing at which time all committees shall 
report on the several phases of the Rally 
program. At this meeting a more com- 
plete organization of committees was set 
up, with necessary subcommittees to 
carry out details. 

Early in September.—Opening of pub- 
lic schools. This date was entered on 
the calendar, so that committee members 
might take into consideration the fact 
that children had returned to the com- 
munity. 

Third week in September.—Teachers’ 
Rally,. for inspiration and fellowship, as 
well as consecration for service in the 
school and instruction in the fall pro- 
gram. This ‘Teachers’ Rally is always 
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an interesting event. It takes the form 
of a dinner, tendered to workers in the 
school by the official board of the church. 

Sunday, S fomeer 28. — Promotion 
Day. In aadietth the promotion ex- 
ercises, this day’ shall mark the begin- 
ning of an attendance contest. Each 
department shall be assigned a certain 
percentage of increase which it will be 
expected to reach by Rally Sunday. 

First week in October.—Rally Party. 
An entertainment for the entire school, 
followed by separate game programs for 
each division, with simple refreshments 
served at the close. This, too, is an 
annual affair; everyone participates, and 
a good time is had by all. 

Sunday, October 12.—Rally Day. An 
enthusiastic service, not of a spectacular 
nature, but a pageant with real spiritual 
meaning. A special offering for missions 
shall be taken. This Sunday will wind 
up the attendance contest. 

The committee further recommended 
that during the period leading up to 
the Sunday school Rally Day, all depart- 
ments of the school, including adult 
classes, as well as the choir, young peo- 
ple’s societies, women’s organizations, 
men’s brotherhood, and any other or- 
ganization, initiate the coming year’s 
program of activity with a Rally meet- 
ing. Thus October 12 would be marked 
as the beginning of the entire church 
program. 

The committee further recommended 
wide participation in both the planning 
and the execution of the many suggested 
events, and further, that the following 
committees might contribute to the ef- 
fectiveness of the program: Steering, 
Teachers’ Rally, Contest, Promotion Day, 
Party, Calendar, Rally Day, Publicity, 
and Evangelism. 

The Steering Committee was really the 
Executive Committee — officers of the 
school who had oversight of the whole 
program. 

The Teachers’ Rally Committee looked 
after details of the dinner. The Contest 
and Promotion committees had charge 
of the respective duties indicated by 
their names. The Party Committee had 
a number of subcommittees, one for 
each department, to arrange for suit- 
able games and entertainment for the 
various groups. The Rally Day Commit- 
tee had complete charge of the service 
on that day. The Calendar Comniittee 
was rather important because to this 
committee all classes and groups ‘sub- 
mitted the dates of their proposed gath- 
erings, and thus any conflict of dates 
was avoided, as each had to be cleared 
through the central committee, The 
Publicity Committee proved to be a 
rather busy service. It covered special] 
newspaper notices, calls at the homes 
of all members where a copy of the 
schedule of events was left as a reminder 
of Rally Day, and a series of postcard 
announcements prepared by a group of 

(Continued on page 400) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 5. MAY 4. THE REVOLT OF THE NORTHERN TRIBES — 
1 Kings 6:1, 7-14, 38, 11:26 to 14:31, 1 Chronicles 28:9-11, printed text, 1 Kings 12:1-5, 12-15, 19, 20. 
Golden Text.—A man's pride shell bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit.—Prov. 29: 23 


Kuve James Version 

1 Kings 12:1 And Rehoboam went to Shechem: for all Israel 
were come to Shechem to make him king. 

2 And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who 
was 'yet in Egypt, heard of it, (for he was fled from the presence 
of king Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt;) 

3 That they sent and called him. And Jeroboam and all the 
congregation of Israel came, and spake unto Rehoboam, saying, 

4 Thy father made our yoke grievous: now therefore make 
tiou the grievous service of thy father, and his heavy yoke 
which he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee. 

5 And he said unto them, Depart yet for three days, then come 
again to me. And the people departed. ’ 

12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the 
third day, as the king had appointed, saying, Come to me again 


13 And the king answered the people roughly, and forsook the 
old men’s counsel that they gave him; 

14, And spake to them aftef the counsel of the young men, 
saying, My father made your yoke heavy, and I will add to your 
yoke: my father also chastised you with whips, but I will chastise 
you with scorpions. 

15 Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the people; -for the 
cause was from the Lorp, that he might perform his saying, 
which the Lord spake by ‘Ahijah the Shilonite unto Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat. i 


19 So Israel rebelled against the house of David unto this day. 
20 And it came to pass, when all Israel heard that Jeroboam 
Was come again, that they sent and called him unto the congre- 
gation, and made him king over all Israel: there was none that 
followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only. 
The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 


the third day. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Appreach to the Lesson 


"Pivee rebellion and separation of the 
“i northern ‘tribes from the house of 
David was due in large measure 
to the folly of the son of King Solomon, 
Rehoboam. We generally think of this 
king as a very young man, but he was 
already forty-one years of age when he 
began his reign, and was fifty-eight at 
his death. So he was a child of a year 
old when Solomon came to the throne. 
His mother was an Ammonitess named 
Naamah (1 Kings 14:21; 2 Chron. 12:13). 
The true cause of his failure in the 
kingly office is given us in 2 Chronicles 
12:14: “He prepared not his heart to 
seek the Lord.” On the contrary, he 
early fell under the evil influences of 
a loose and careless group of young 
men, court gallants who lived for pleas- 
ure and were characterized by pride 
and superciliousness, and had no true 
understanding of the responsibilities of 
a ruler to his people, nor any sympathy 
with the problems of the masses, who 
were suffering because of the abuses 
permitted by Solomon in his old age. 
Rehoboam’s life is a sad illustration of 
the Scripture which tells us that “evil 
communications corrupt good manners” 
(1 Cor. 15:33). . 


The Historical Setting 

Rehoboam succeeded his father Solo- 
mon as king of Israel in about 975 B.C. 
Jeroboam’s schism took place, however, 
before his coronation, because of his 


. refusal to consider seriously certain de- 


mands for the amelioration of cdnditions 
that oppressed the people. He was ac- 
knowledged as king only by Judah and 
Benjamin, thus losing ten tribes by his 
folly and presumption. He reigned sev- 
enteen years. 
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Helps on the Evangelical Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons, 
published by the American Council 
of Christian Churches, will be 
found beginning on page 392. 
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Verse by Verse 


1 Kings 12:1-—‘All Israel were come 
to Shechem to make. him king.” The 
faet that Rehoboam went to Shechem, 
rather than Jerusalem, for his coronation 
indicated a realization that something 
was necessary to appease the tribes in 
the north, 


Verse 2.—“When Jeroboam . . . heard 
of it.” Jeroboam was still in Egypt, 
though in close touch with the revolu- 
tionary party in Israel, who lost no time 
in letting him know of the approaching 
coronation. He immediately hastened to 
Shechem to take his place as leader of 
the opposition to Rehoboam. 

Verse 3.—“Jeroboam .. . spake unto 
Rehoboam.” The latter was apparently 
quite unaware of the fact that the sturdy 
spokesman for the ten tribes was a man 
to fear. Jeroboam faced him defiantly 
as the defender of the liberties of the 
common people, to whom, indeed, he be- 
longed by the accident of birth. 

Verse 4—“Make .. . his heavy yoke 
... lighter.” Evidently the many pub- 
lic works fostered by King Solomon had 
required huge sums of money which had 
been raised by excessive taxation — 
something that is always the cause of 
great discontent on the part of the 
masses of working people. They - de- 
manded redress in the nature of the re- 
pealing of obnoxious laws and a lower- 
ing of the taxes as the price of loyalty 
to the new king. 


Verse 12.—“Jeroboam and all the peo- 
ple came to Rehoboam the third day.” 
In the meantime, Rehoboam had first 


and used by permission. 


counseled with the aged men who had 
been his father’s advisers, who urged 
him to lenient consideration of the peo- 
ple’s demands, and then with the younger 
group with whom he had consorted for 
years. These last pressed him to defy 
the malcontents and act the part of a 
dictator who would rule as he pleased. 
With his mind made up to follow their 
ill-timed suggestions, Rehoboam again 
faced the people and their champion, 
Jeroboam. . 

Verse 13.—“The king answered the 
people roughly.” Meeting their demands 
with bluster and arrogance, Rehoboam 
defied them and spurned the counsel 
of the men whose wise advice, if acted 
upon, might. have saved the situation. 

Verse 14—“I will add to your yoke.” 
Like a typical Oriental tyrant, the king 
declared his rule would be more rigor- 
ous than his father’s, and that taxes 
would be increased rather than dimin- 
ished. 

Verse 15.—"“The cause was from the 
Lord.” It was in accordance with the 
word given through Ahijah the prophet, 
that God permitted Rehoboam to be so 
blinded to the best interests, both of 
himself and the kingdom, in order that 
the judgment declared might be carried 
out. 

Verse 19.—“So Israel rebelled: against 
the house of David unto this day.” The 
breach has never been healed.» The 
Lord, however, has promised that in 
the kingdom age Israel and Judah shall 
be reunited (Hos. 1:11). 


Verse 20.—“Jeroboam..-. . king over 


all Israel.” The adversary to Solomon 
was thus made ruler over all the other 
tribes in accordance with the word of 
the Lord. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


One of Solomon’s own proverbs, if 
taken to heart by his son, might have 




















“Lessor for May 4 


saved the entire situation: “A soft an- 
swer turneth away wrath: but griev- 
ous words stir up anger” (Prav. 15:1). 
Another proverb might haye given added 
guidance: “Only by pride cometh con- 
tention: but with the well advised is 
wisdom” (Prov. 13:10). Rehoboam lost 
the greater part of his kingdom because 
of refusing the good advice of the elders 
and following the foolish counsel of the 
young men. Puffed up with pride, he 
met the reasonable demands of the peo- 
ple with “grievous words,” instead of 
conciliatory speech, which might have 
bound their hearts to him and saved 
from much strife and bitterness. It is 
a lesson that we are all very slow to 
learn. We so readily forget that “the 
wrath of man worketh not the right- 
eousness of God” (Jas. 1:20). Many fam- 
ily, business, church, and national trou- 
bles might be avoided were this lesson 
taken to heart. 


Lesson Outline 
A Foo.isH RULER 
. Coronation of Rehoboam proposed (1 
Kings 12:1) 
. Contention of Jeroboam (vs. 2, 3) 
. Conditions demanded (v. 4) 
. Consultation with advisers (vs. 5-11) 
. Consideration refused (vs. 12-18) 
. Consummation of rebellion (v. 19) 
. Coronation of Jeroboam (v. 20) 


—- 
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Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


A. Vainglorious Boast. Rehoboam’s 
haughty declaration that his little finger 
should be thicker than his father’s loins, 
and that whereas Solomon had chas- 
tised the people with whips, he would 
chastise them with scorpions (what we 
know as “cat-o’-nine-tails”) proved to 
be but empty words when the test came. 
He sent Adoram to collect tribute from 
the ten tribes, only to have him stoned 
and derided. Then he gathered an army 
to fight with Jeroboam, but was forbid- 
den of God to proceed further (1 Kings 
12: 21-24). So he had to relinquish author- 
ity over Israel and be content to be king 
of Judah (2 Chron. 11:3). ' 

A King Who Would Not Learn. It is 
pathetic to see how foolhardy and will- 
ful Solomon’s son had become. Learn- 
ing nothing from God’s dealings with 
his father and the division of the king- 
dom as a result of his pride and severity, 
he soon plunged more deeply into sin. For 
we learn that things went well in Judah 
only for some three years, while they 
walked according to the right ways of 
David and Solomon (2 Chron. 11:5-17). 
After this both the king and his people 
fell into the grossest kind of idolatry, 
with all its accompanying impurity (1 
Kings 14: 22-24). 


Applications and Summaries 


Have we prepared our hearts to seek 
the mind of God, or are we inclined to 
rely upon our own understandings? 

The Revised Version of Proverbs 18:24 
is most suggestive. “He that maketh 
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_ Last Week's Lesson 
4. April 27.—National Glory and Decay. 
2 Samuel 5; 9; 1 Kings I to 12 


Next Week’s Lesson 


‘6. May 11.—The Struggle Against Baal- 
Monae at06% 1 Kings 16:29 to 2 Kings 10 








many friends doeth it to his own de- 
struction.” Are we more concerned 
about making friends than about doing 
the will of God? 

Rehoboam’s companions were to be his 
undoing because of their evil counsel. 
We show our weakness when we fall 
in with the counsel of the ungodly. 

“Great men are not always wise: 
neither do the. aged understand judg- 
ment” (Job 32:9). Nevertheless, expe- 
rience is a great teacher and the advice 
of older people should not be spurned 
except for good reasons, for, after all, 
“days should speak, and the multitude 
of years should teach wisdom” (Job 
32:7). Are we humble enough to be 
guided by those wiser than ourselves? 

Bluster and pretense accomplish noth- 
ing. Honesty and consideration for 
others will make friends, where the con- 
trary spirit will alienate and even pro- 
duce division. Have we learned the 
value of the soft answer that turns away 
wrath? 

Had Rehoboam learned from the errors 
of the past, his later years might have 
glorified God and his very blunders 
would have proved steppingstones to 
higher things. Are we learning the 
needed lesson of self-distrust and the 
importance of full submission to the 
will of the Lord? 

It is pathetic to see Solomon’s fail- 
ures repeated in the last wears of the 
life of his son. Are we careful to set 
a good example for others to follow? 

The old men who had served in Solo- 
mon’s day understood what was back 
of the complaints of the people; and their 
counsel, if followed, might have saved 
the kingdom from. division. 

The young men prided themselves on 
being aristocrats and spurred Rehoboam 
on to despise the demands of the com! 
mon people. Such an attitude always 
does harm. ‘ 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 
HAT was the basic cause of the di- 


vision of the kingdom? 
2. What moral lesson can we draw 
from this fact? 

3. Wherein did God in wrath remember 
mercy? 

4. What moral lesson does this carry for 
us? 

5. Did Jeroboam and the congregation of 
Israel have a right to complain against the 
oppressions of Solomon? 

6. What was Rehoboam’s conception of 
kingship? 

7. How does Rehoboam’s rejection of the 
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counsel of the old men and his falling in 
with the advice of the young men fit into 
the picture today? 


,8. What incident in the life of our Lord 
contrasts vividly with this action of Reho- 
boam? 


9. What two sins of the heart expressed 
themselves in Jeroboam’'s erection of the 
calves and the high places? 


10. Wherein did Jeroboam’s judgment fail 
him? 


11. What were the personal and national 
results of Jeroboam’s sin? 


(Answers on page 391) 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith to Boys and Girls 


EHOBOAM’S miserable failure as a 
ruler of God’s people Israel began 
at the first in his keeping bad company 
and listening to the counsel of foolish 
advisers. It is very important that the 
head of a government surround himself 
with wise counselors, which it is his 
privilege to do. When Rehoboam came 
to the throne as the legal successor to 
Solomon, his father, it was his priv- 
ilege to choose his advisers. His father’s 
counselors were doubtless much older 
men than Rehoboam, and as they had 
had experience it would seem wise for 
him té retain them until the new order 
could become established with their help. 
And surely the new Ring needed wise 
and experienced counsel, for no sooner 
was he crowned than there came a 
crisis, King Solomon had overtaxed the 
people to support his royal splendor and 
extravagance at Jerusalem. Therefore 
the people took occasion to appeal to 
the new king for a reduction in their 
taxes. In this movement they chose as 
their leader and spokesman one Jero- 
boam, the son of Nebat, a former serv- 
ant of King Solomon. This Jeroboam 
was an ambitious man, and Ahijah the 
priest had on one occasion prophesied 
that he would one day become the king 
of Israel. Solomon, hearing of this 
prophecy, had sought to kill Jeroboam, 
and the latter had fled to Egypt for 
safety. 

But now under the new order Jero- 
boam was called back to head up the 
delegation with a petition to the new 
king. It was a duly humble petition. 
They said, “Make our burdens lighter 
and we will serve you.” Rehoboam lis- 
tened to their plea and said he would 
think it over; to return in three days 
and he would give them an answer. 
Then he consulted with his father’s old 
counselors, and they said, “Speak good 
words to them, then they will be thy 
servants for ever.” 

Up to this point Rehoboam acted as 
though he had some sense: And. then 
he made a fatal mistake. He called in 
some reckless young fellows who had 
been his own companions and asked 
them to suggest an answer. Their sug- 
gestion comprised one of the most amaz- 






























| 
| 





































































































EY ET 


388 





(12) 


ing, most picturesque; most dramatic, 
and most foolish speeches ever made:in 
the ,conduct. of .national affairs, . They 
said to tell Jeroboam and his delegation, 
“My little finger shall be thicker than 
my father’s loins. And now whereas 
my father did lade you with a heavy 
yoke, I will add to your yoke: my father 
» . . Chastised you with whips, but I 
will ehastise you with scorpions.” Jero- 
boam with his followers returned in 
three days and got their answer, the 
one framed not by the wise old counsel- 
ors, but by that bunch of young hot- 
heads. The result was inevitable. The 
people of Israel, led by Jeroboam, re- 
volted. “To your tents, O Israel!” went 
out the war cry; and Rehoboam was 
stripped of ten of his twelve provinces! 

Young people, let me use that startling 
and audacious phrase, “My little finger 
shall be thicker than my father’s loins,” 
to bring to your attention a fact which 
it describes in your case today far more 
truly ‘than anything Rehoboam could 


possibly demonstrate. It is this: the 


facilities which God has made possible 
to be placed in your hands for achieve- 
ment are so much greater than those 
your grandfather had, that in a very 
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réal sense you may truly say, “My little 
finger is greater than my father’s 
thigh” 

Twenty years ago Charles Lindbergh 
made the’ first flight by air across the 
Atlantic. It startled the world. Today such 
flights,.and even much longer ones, are 
just considered taxi service. Evidently 
God expects this generation of young 
people to “go places.” 

My grandfather thought he was do- 
ing pretty well to cup his hands to his 
lips and make his hounds hear him a 
half mile away on a clear night while 
fox hunting. You can sit in front of a 
microphone and in an ordinary tone 
make your voice heard around the 
world, Evidently the Lord. has large 
plans for you to get the Good News 
around. Think of the marvelous ad- 
vances made in the laboratories of. sci- 
ence and in the industrial world. Yes, 
in the physical world alone your “little 
finger is larger than your father’s thigh.” 
But all that is not to be compared to 
the still greater truth that the power 
and the presence of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the. One who with a word spoke 
the universe into being, is ready by the 
Holy Spirit to operate through you in 


FOOL’S HILL 


‘A mans pride shall 
bring him low.” Prov.29:23 
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making those facilities effective in a:way 
that the world has never known before. 
This was what Rehoboam missed com- 
pletely. He left God out of his program, 
and his kingdom went on the. rocks. 
Avucusta, GA, 
re 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We re- 
member, our Heavenly Father, the words 
of our Lord, “Except, ye., ... become as 
little children, ye. shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heayen.” Therefore give 
us childlike humility and teachableness 
as we pray and study here today. We 
thank Thee that we have Thy Word, 
and the aid of Thy Spirit:both to under- 
stand it and obey. May we have Thy 
guidance and help through this new 
week in living out the lessons we learn 
here. Forgive and cleanse us wherein 
sin has spotted our lives. Make us more 
sensitive in conscience, more guarded in 
thought, word, and deed that our lives 
may honor “Thee and be lived in the sun- 
shine of Thy love. Bless our loved-.ones 
and friends; Those of them who have 
not yet come to trust and serve Thee, 


- draw, O Lord, to Thyself. Support the 


sorrowing, heal the sick, relieve the dis- 
tressed. Guide all leaders of men in 
the ways of right and wisdom. May 
Christ’ be made known to all peoples, 
and His saving power exercise a much 
larger influence among men. Show us 
how best to serve Thee, and keep us 
true and faithful, for our Saviour’s sake. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Today we have séen 
a man lose a kingdom by being too 
proud to stoop. We admire the wisdom 
of Solomon, but we stare at the stupidity 
of his son. What a difference in the 
way each one started out! Solomon 
went first to God for wisdom for his 
high office. Rehoboam left God out alto- 
gether, but asked advice first from the 
older, and then from the younger, only 
to take the bad advice! Behind the 
stupidity of the new king lay pride. He 
needed only to stoop a little and meet the 
reasonable requests of the people, and 
the kingdom would have been his. But 
he would not stoop. He needed only 
to speak kindly, but pride made him 
speak rough and boastful words, and he 
lost most of his kingdom. 

The Golden Text says, “A man’s pride 
shall bring him low.” That’s what hap- 
pened to Rehoboam, and it happens to 
everyone who is too proud to stoop. Per- 
haps you have sometimes thought you 
knew better than someone older, your 
parents, or your teachers. But later you 
found their years had given them some 
wisdom, and that you had ‘still some- 
thing to learn! Pride leads many people 
to forget God and to follow bad advice, 
and so they lose the best. things in life. 
It is saddest of all when people lose- the 


























Lesson for May 4 


Kingdom of Heaven because, like Reho- 
boam, they are too proud to stoop. For 
we enter God’s Kingdom only if we re- 
pent, and that means owning up to our 
sin, being sorry for it, and ready to for- 
sake it. Some folk are too proud to do 
that, however, and by their stupid pride 
they throw away a greater Kingdom 
than Rehoboam lost. Don’t be too stupid 
to stoop to repent. Don’t be too proud 
to confess’ your sin and to seek your 
Saviour. 





ONLY THE TUPID 
NEVER TOOP AND 
PRIDE /OON AYS 
THEM OW - 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Solomon Builds the Temple 
(1 Chron. 28:9-11) 


ERE are three verses for someone to 

find (2 Chron. 9:20, 22, 27). What 
a rich and wise king David’s son was! 
David had lived to be an old man, a 
king for forty years. “And he died in 
a good old age, full of days, riches, and 
honour: and Solomon his son reigned in 
his stead” (1 Chron. 29:28). David had 
one ambition, however, which he did 
not reach. He lived in a fine palace, 
and he wanted the Lord’s house to be 
magnificent, too, and not a tent. Al- 
though the Lord was glad that David 
wanted to build a house for Him, yet 
He told David that because he had done 
so much fighting, he should not build 
it, but leave it for his son, a man of 
peace. - 

David got the material ready: marble, 
wood, gold, silver, brass, iron, and pre- 
cious stones. He had the plans for the 
new building all in mind, as God had 
given them to him, and the plans for 
the services. Then one day David called 
to Jerusalem all the government officials, 
the military officers and‘ heroes, and his 
many sons. He made a speech explain- 
ing how he had wanted to build the 
Lord’s house, but the Lord had chosen 
his son Solomon to be king after him 
and to build the house. Turning to Solo- 
mon he said (read 1 Chron. 28:9, 10). 
Then David handed over to Solomon all 
the plans. David went on to tell what 
he was giving. Would others like to 
contribute? Indeed thty would! 
rich men gave generously, and the poor 
willingly brought what they could. Hear 
part of David’s prayer of dedication. of 
the gifts (read 1 Chron. 29:11 as far as 
the semicolon in v. 14). 

After Solomon became king, he sent 
to a neighboring country for more work- 
men and materials, and in seven years 
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the thousands of workers finished the 
marvelous building. Every stone and 
board was perfectly fitted before it was 
brought to the Temple place, so there 
was no loud sound of pounding as the 
building rose. The floor was of great 
marble blocks, covered with the finest 
boards, then with gold. Angels, palm 
trees, and flower blossoms were carved 
on the wood of the walls before they 
were cevered with gold. Everything 
was just as lovely and as beautiful as 
men knew how to make it. 


At last everything was done. The 
priests brought the ark of the Lord from 
the old tent to the grand new building, 
and a great dedication service was held. 
The Lord’s presence came in a cloud of 
glory and filled the whole house. Be- 
fore all the people Solomon knelt with 
hands upraised to Heaven, and earnestly 
asked God to hear the prayers and to 
forgive all who should worship there 
(2 Chron, 6:20, 21). For two weeks, 
worship and feasting continued. Finally 
the people returned to their homes, 
“glad and merry in heart for the good- 
ness that the Lord had shewed unto Da- 
vid, and to Solomon, and to Israel his 
people” (2 Chron. 7:10). 


“Know thou the God of thy father, and 
serve him with a perfect heart and with 
a willing mind” (1 Chron. 28:9, Memory 
Verse). King Solomon’s Temple was 
glorious, but it was built of dead things, 
stone and wood. Do you know what 
God’s temple of togay is? Not a church 
building, though we do call it the house 
of God. He wents a living temple now 
(1 Cor. 3:16). He wants your body for 
His temple today. “Behold, I stand at 
the door, and knock: if any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in” (Rev, 3:20). And if that tem- 
ple is wholly given to Him, He will fill 
it with His presence and glory (2 Cor. 
6:16). Will you, “with a perfect heart 
and with a willing mind,” allow Him 
to do so? 


Ozono, Mave. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Seripture: 


Selomen and the Beautiful Temple 
(1 Chrem, 28:9-11) 


VERY child remembers David, how 

he was called to be king, and 
‘anointed while he was just a shepherd 
boy; and especially they will not forget 
how he killed Goliath, the Philistine 
giant. But they have not learned so 
much about Solomon. 


Solomon was one of David’s sons, the 
one whom God chose to be king after 
David’s death. When David was an old 
man he told Solomon that God would 
want him to build a house where the 
people could worship Him. They had 
no churches then, but had'a tabernacle 
that could be taken down and moved 
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whenever the people moved to another 
place. 

David wanted to build the Temple for 
the Lord, but God told him, No; but 
that Solomon, his son, would build it. 
So very soon after Solomon became king, 
he started to build this building. His 
father had already gathered together 
much of the material to put into it, and 
a friend of his father David's, Hiram, 
king of Tyre, also gave many thing$ to 
help build it, besides sending some of 
his servants to help with the work of 
building. 

‘And, oh, what a gorgeous Temple’ it 
was! We have never seen one like it. 
Inside and out, the walls were covered 
with gold. All the furniture was over- 
laid with either gold of silver. Even 
the pots and pans and basins for use 
with the sacrifices were gold or silver 
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well-stocked farm to go out as Abra- 
ham, not knowing whither. 


He went to. Moody Bible Institute for 
three years’ training, taking his wife 
and two boys with him. It was a strenu- 
ous experience. “More than once bed- 
time found us without funds to purchase 
groceries for the next day, but before 
dawn. God had supplied the need in an- 
swer to our cry.” He worked for a 
time as elevator operator, then went 
back with forty dollars, to Louisiana, in 
an old car, to be assistant to Paul Leeds. 
Presently he had built up a church of 
thirty-seven charter members at Barnes 
Creek, preaching first under a brush 
arbor, at times when the rain came 
through so that he could not open his 
Bible. Here were held prayer meet- 
ings, Sunday schools, and Vacation Bible 
schools. Logs and labor were presented 
and. they have now a little church of 
sixty-eight members. 

Then came a revival in another place 
called Reeves with thirty-three conver- 
sions. “We did not have money to buy 
the roofing material (for this second 
ehurech), but a sawmill company pre- 
sented any sunken logs we could find 
in the streams to work into shingles.” 
The pastor and four men undertook the 
job. Though the logs had lain in water 
for sixty years they were still sound 
and good and provided shingles enough 
to cover the roof and to sell $15 worth 
in addition. A third church has been 
housed in an old building, reshingled 
again with the help of abandoned. logs. 
“We. stood waist deep in water to saw 
them and worked from before dawn until 
after dark.” The pastor kept from five 
to nine services a week going all the 
time! “Again. God was our refuge!” 


They have received modest grants 
from the Congregationalist Church 
boards which have enabled them to 
open a clinic. These little churches are 
federated under the name of the South- 
west Louisiana Parish of Congregational 
Churches. 


No Christian denomination has suffered 
from neo-Unitarianism to the extent 
that Congregationalism has, and it is 
therefore gratifying to find in that body 
an evangelical movemert which seeks 
to renew the church of Edwards and 
Finney and Moody. Its organ is the 
Congregational Beacon of Minneapolis, 
and it is both evangelical and evange- 
listic in its orientation. The tide is 
with it. In an able article in the Ezx- 
pository, Times, Dr. John A. McFadden 
writes: 

“Theology begins with the Word of 
God and. not with ‘the modern mind.’ 
It is.now being realized that liberalism 
in theological thought has broken down 
just because of its tolerant attempt to 
accommodate itself to the ‘modern out- 
look.’ This disintegration of. the one- 
time self-confident and aggressive lib- 
eralism is forcing the Church to seek 
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the relevance of its theology in something 
other than the modern spirit. 

“The relevance of theology .does not 
lie in up-to-dateness. To current thought 
and action the Gospel will always be 
a ‘scandal’ and an. ‘offence,’ and a the- 
ology which derives from the ‘given’ of 
the Gospel has little chance of accom- 
modating itself to the ‘modern: outlook.’ 
The theologian’s real anxiety today 
should be to make explicit what is 
already implicit in the Divine Act in 
Jesus Christ.” 

Let us hope that these evangelical 
Congregationalists may be able to tfe- 
cover their church with its noble past 
out of the darkness into which “the mod. 
ern. mind” has led it, into the light of 
the knowledgé of the glory of God in the 
face. of Jesus Christ. If not, Congre- 
gationalism will become a decrepit sect 
like Unitarianism. I notice the. recent 
sale of the $200,000 Channing (Unitarian) 
Church in Newton (Greater Boston) . to 
the United Presbyterians. It should be 
a thetento mori to Congregationalism. 


A word or two should be added re- 
garding the new Conservative Congre- 
gational Christian Fellowshtp. Its pur- 
pose is to draw evangelical churches 
together, to put emphasis on world-wide 
evangelism, to revive the old-fashioned 
Sunday school, to carry the Gospel to 
neglected communities. In spite of the 
fact that the controlling group in the 
Congregational Church boasts that the 
denomination has “plenty of room” for 
“all shades of theological thought,” 
evangelicals “are being crowded out of 
our pulpits and churches just as they 
have been crowded from the committees 
ahd offices of . . . State Conferences and 
General Council organizations.” 

Twenty years ago an appeal was made 
by Conservatives to the American Board 
“requesting that certain missionaries or 
mission fields be set aside for the ex- 
clusive support of the conservative 
churches.” This request was turned 
down and the result was that a large 
bloc of conservative Congregational 
Churches drew out of the denomination. 
“Some of these churches were not only 
large in membership, but strong in mis- 
sionary support.” In the Chicago area 
alone fifteen of the strongest conserva- 
tive churches withdrew. 

Many state conference superintend- 
ents, executive secretaries, and other 
denominational leaders opposed the Fel- 
lowship on the ground that it is “di- 
visive.” Pressure is being put on 
churches to restrain them from joining 
it. Home mission churches especially 
hesitate to identify themselves with it, 
though wishing to, lest denominational 
grants be withdrawn. Yet money for 
these grants is contributed by conserva- 
tives as well as by others. Pastors also 
fear lest they be boycotted if they be- 
come members. 

“They want our support both in num- 
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bers and finances,” says the editorial in 
the Congregational Beacon fot, June, 
1946, from which we take these f 
“but they are not willing that any” 


us should have one single voice in Bas 


that money should be spent or directed.” 


An opening in Bolivia for the Inde- 
pendent Board for Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions is described by Mr. Walter G. 
Cross. An educational commission from 
the. United States is. assisting.the Bo- 
livian Government in the training .of 
teachers in pyblic health and agricul- 
ture.. A reading knowledge of textbooks 
in English is necessary, and. Mr. Cross 
was enlisted for the teaching of the first 
group of forty rural teachers. He won 
their confidence and was able in the 
classroom and in his own home to tes- 
tify to them of Christ. Later he was 
given a position which brings. him in 
close contact with the future teachers 
of many thousands of children —men 
and women who will be the most. influ- 
ential persons in their communities. 

Four normal schools are planned by 
the Government with 150 students in 
each. “Had we a missionary couple at 
two of these four centers, contact with 
them all could be had and also with the 
immediate community of Aymara In- 
dians. A half-ton pick-up truck with 
a motor adjusted to high altitudes would 
be a great aid in such student evange- 
lism.” 


Brief Notes 


It is significant that the Irish minister 
at the Vatican has been raised to the 
rank- of ambassador, the only ambas- 
sador in the Irish diplomatic service. 


The Tennessee Negro Baptist Conven- 
tion has acquired the property of two 
historic Catholic schoals in Memphis — 
St. Agnes and Siena colleges. 


General Feng; vice-minister of the 
Chinese National Council, is if’ this 
country to study methods of flood ¢on- 
trol. His Christian ministry amorig-the 
troops of twenty years ago is well remem. 
bered. He is a member of the Lutheran 
Church. 


From Kenya Colony.—The British 
head of schools, in the Syabei area of 
Kenya, plans for a Masai New Testa- 
iment in the hands of every schoolboy 
"in his district. All eighty-three boys in 
the Narok government school are attend- 
ing a forty-five-minute weekly Bible 
class. Miss Laura Collins is working 
through the Naivasha European farm- 
ing district of Kenya, evangelizing the 
large numbers of Africans employed by 
the settlers. 


In the cornerstone of the Judson Me- 
morial Church on Washington Square, 
New York, is a copy of the Burmese 
Bible as translated by Adoniram Jud§on. 
In front of this cornerstone is a drifk- 
ing fountain used daily by thousands in 
hot weather. 
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Lesson for May 4 


Making Business Meetings 
Businesslike 
(Continued from page 381) 
gram, and this is a fine way to make 
everyone acquainted with them. 

If you have special rules that are un- 
written but have become a part of your 
method of procedure, it is a wise prac- 
tice to reduce them to writing and have 
them officially adopted as bylaws, or 
as a part,of your constitution. 

7. Adopt some standard parliamentary 
manual. 

This manual should be your authority 
in all matters not governed by your con- 
stitution or rules. If you have any prob- 
lem of procedure you will then be able 
to find the answer in this manual. 

It hardly need be emphasized that a 
quick and thoughtless reading of these 
rules will not result in any change for 
the better. To be of value they must 
be learned and practiced in your meet- 
ings. se 

Group study is often more pleasant 
and profitable than studying alone. Find 
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a “teacher whd can direct you, “or, if, 
none is available, select one of your own 
number to act as the leader in your 
study. After you learn the rules, you 
can have both fun and practice ‘In’ a 
drill period led by members of Your” 
group, in which you can try out your 
newly-learned parliamentary techniques. 
You should then soon acquire the abil- 
ity to use these rules in the regular 
course of your business meetings, just 
as you would in practice sessions. If 
you do not use the methods and rules 
available, but go about your meetings 
in the same old way, you can expect the 
same old results. 


Remember that just as any group is 
as Christian as its individual members, 
so, too, a meeting is as efficient and par- 
liamentary as its participants make it 
so. So let us be sure that each of us 
sets a good example by the consistent 
practice of the rules of order. If we do, 
we will be surprised how much more 
effectively our business meetings will 
serve both our interests and. His cause. 


Wruiumson, N. Y. 


Preparing for Your Fall Rally 


Getting an early start toward permanent results 


s 


SUNDAY school Rally that merely 
leads up to and ends with a large 
attendance on one certain day is seldom 
worth the trouble it takes to make reatly 
for it. Events should be carefully plan- 
ned to lead up to the big day, then defi- 


nite follow-up work should be arranged - 


to care for the new interests stimulated 
in individual classes, in departments, and 
in the school as a whole. This cannot 
be accomplished without some well-pre- 
pared program and systematic work that 
will lead up to the climax, Rally Day. 
Such a program cannot be followed if 
not presented until a week or two be- 
fore Rally Day. How the‘fall work was 
undertaken in one school, and the de- 
tails of the program followed may be 
of help to those who have such matters 
in charge. 

At the July teachers’ meeting a Rally 
Planning Committee was appointed. 
This committee was instructed to pre- 
pare a schedule of activities covering 
the early fall period, and to present it 
in detail at the August meeting. This 
meeting was held during the first week 
of the month, so there was ample time 
in which to work out such details as 
were accepted. The tentative outline 
of events was typed and a copy pre- 
sented to each teacher and officer of 
the school on the Sunday preceding the 
meeting. ‘This provided opportunity for 
everyone to study the program before 
coming into the meeting. 


Theme.—On the recommendation of 


' the committee, the theme adopted for 
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the entire period was “Evangelism” — 
“I will be a Christian.” 

Purpose.—The purpose of this fall 
Rally shall be, (1) to bring the work 
of the school to its full effectiveness 
early in the fall, both as to attendance 
and as to program; (2) to emphasize 
spiritual growth, culminating in conse- 
cration and welcome of new and return- 
ing members of the school, on Rally 
Day, and in public confession of Christ 
by those who may be so led, on the first 
Sunday in October. Here is the schedule 
approximately as it was worked out, 
but adapted to this present year of 1947. 

Early in August.—Teachers’ meeting 
to plan activities, and to organize for 
service. At this meeting a number of 
committees shall be appointed and the 
work fairly launched. 

Early in September.—Teacheérs’ meet- 
ing at which time all committees shall 
report on the several phases of the Rally 
program. At this meeting a more com- 
plete organization of committees was set 
up, with necessary subcommittees to 
carry out details. 

Early in September.—Opening of pub- 
lic schools. This date’ was entered on 
the calendar, so that committee members 
might take into consideration the fact 
that children had returned to the com- 
munity. 

Third week in September.—Teachers’ 
Rally,. for inspiration and fellowship, as 
well as consecration for service in the 
school and instruction in the fall pro- 
gram. This ‘Teachers’ Rally is always 


} 
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an interesting event. It takes the form 
of a dinner, tendered to workers in the 
school by the official board of the church. 

Sunday, S ieaeer 28. — Promotion 
Day. In addition the promotion ex- 
ercises, this day’ shall mark the begin- 
ning of an attendance contest. Each 
department shall be assigned a certain 
percentage of increase which it will be 
expected to reach by Rally Sunday. 

First week in October.—Rally Party. 
An entertainment for the entire school, 
followed by separate game programs for 
each division, with simple refreshments 
served at the close. This, too, is an 
annual affair; everyone participates, and 
a good time is had by all. 

Sunday, October 12.—Rally Day. An 
enthusiastic service, not of a spectacular 
nature, but a pageant with real spiritual 
meaning. A special offering for missions 
shall be taken. This Sunday will wind 
up the attendance contest. 

The committee further recommended 
that during the period leading up to 
the Sunday school Rally Day, all depart- 
ments of the school, including adult’ 
classes, as well as the choir, young peo- 
ple’s societies, women’s organizations, 
men’s brotherhood, and any other or- 
ganization, initiate the coming year’s 
program of activity with a Rally meet- 
ing. Thus October 12 would be marked 
as the beginning of the entire church 
program. 

The committee further recommended 
wide participation in both the planning 
and the execution of the many suggested 
events, and further, that the following 
committees might contribute to the ef- 
fectiveness of the program: Steering, 
Teachers’ Rally, Contest, Promotion Day, 
Party, Calendar, Rally Day, Publicity, 
and Evangelism. 

The Steering Committee was really the 
Executive Committee — officers of the 
school who had oversight of the whole 
program. 

The Teachers’ Rally Committee looked 
after details of the dinner. The Contest 


, and Promotion committees had charge 


of the respective duties indicated by 
their names. The Party Committee had 
a number of subcommittees, one for 
each department, to arrange for suit- 
able games and entertainment for the 
various groups. The Rally Day Commit- 
tee had complete charge of the service 
on that day. The Calendar Comnmiittee 
was rather important because to this 
committee all classes and groups ‘sub- 
mitted the dates of their proposed gath- 
erings, and thus any conflict of dates 
was avoided, as each had to be cleared 
through the central committee, The 
Publicity Committee proved to be a 
rather busy service. It covered specia] 
newspaper notices, calls at the homes 
of all members where a copy of the 
schedule of events was left as a reminder 
of Rally Day, and a series of postcard 
announcements prepared by a group of 
(Continued on page 400) 





386 (10) 


“THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


April 19,1947 


International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 5. MAY 4. THE REVOLT OF THE NORTHERN TRIBES 
1 Kings 6:1, 7-14, 38; 11:26 to 14:31, 1 Chronicles 28:9-11, printed fext, 1 Kings 12:1-5, 12-15, 19, 20 © 
Golden Text.—A man's pride shall bring him low; but honour shell uphold the humble in spirit.—Prov. 29: 23 


Kuve James Version 

1 Kings 12:1 And Rehoboam went to Shechem: for all Israel 
were come to Shechem to make him king. 

2 And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who 
was tyet in Egypt, heard of it, (for he was fled from the presence 
of king Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt;) 

3 That they sent and called him. And Jeroboam and all the 
congregation of Israel came, and spake unto Rehoboam, saying, 


13 And the king answered the people roughly, and forsook the 
old men’s counsel that they gave him; 

14 And spake to them after the counsel of the young men, 
saying, My father made your yoke heavy, and I will add to your 
yoke: my father also chastised you with whips, but I will chastise 
you with scorpions. 

15 Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the people; -for the 
cause was from the Lorp, that he might perform his saying, 
which the Lord spake by ‘Ahijah the Shilonite unto Jeroboam the 








4 Thy father made our yoke grievous: 


again to me. And the people departed. 


12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the 
third day, as the king had appointed, saying, Come to me again 


the third day. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Appreach to the Lesson 


6 rebellion and separation of the 
ait? northern ‘tribes from the house of 
David was due in large measure 
to the folly of the son of King Solomon, 
Rehoboam. We generally think of this 
king as a very young man, but he was 
already forty-one years of age when he 
began his reign, and was fifty-eight at 
his death. So he was a child of a year 
old when Solomon came to the throne. 
His mother was an Ammonitess named 
Naamah (1 Kings 14:21; 2 Chron. 12:13). 
The true cause of his failure in the 
kingly office is given us in 2 Chronicles 
12:14: “He prepared not his heart to 
seek the Lord.” On the contrary, he 
early fell under the evil influences of 
a loose and careless group of young 
men, court gallants who lived for pleas- 
ure and were characterized by pride 
and superciliousness, and had no true 
understanding of the responsibilities of 
a ruler to his people, nor any sympathy 
with the problems of the masses, who 
were suffering because of the abuses 
permitted by Solomon in his old age. 
Rehoboam’s life is a sad illustration of 
the Scripture which tells us that “evil 
communications corrupt good manners” 
(1 Cor. 15:33). . 


The Historical Setting 


Rehoboam succeeded his father Solo- 
mon as king of Israel in about 975 B.C. 
Jeroboam’s schism took place, however, 
before his coronation, because of his 

. refusal to consider seriously certain de- 
mands for the amelioration of cOnditions 
that oppressed the people. He was ac- 
knowledged as king only by Judah and 
Benjamin, thus losing ten tribes by his 
folly and presumption. He reigned sev- 
enteen years. 


now therefore make 
{hou the grievous service of thy father, and his heavy yoke 
which he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee. 

5 And he said unto them, Depart yet for three days, then come 


son of Nebat. 


19 So Israel rebelled against the house of David unto this day. 
20 And it came to pass, when all Israel heard that Jeroboam 
was come again, that they sent and called him unto the congre- 
gation, and made him king over all Israel: there was none that 


followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only. 








Helps on the Evangelical Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons, 
published by the American Council 
of Christian Churches, will be 
found beginning on page 392. 




















Verse by Verse 


1 Kings 12:1.—“‘All Israel were come 
to. Shechem to make.-him king.” The 
faet that Rehoboam went to Shechem, 
rather than Jerusalem, for his coronation 
indicated a realization that something 
was necessary to appease the tribes in 
the north, 


Verse 2.—“When Jeroboam . . . heard 
of it.” Jeroboam was still in Egypt, 
though in close touch with the revolu- 
tionary party in Israel, who lost no time 
in letting him know of the approaching 
coronation. He immediately hastened to 
Shechem to take his place as leader of 
the opposition to Rehoboam. 

Verse 3—“Jeroboam .. . spake unto 
Rehoboam.” The latter was apparently 
quite unaware of the fact that the sturdy 
spokesman for the ten tribes was a man 
to fear. Jeroboam faced him defiantly 
as the defender of the liberties of the 
common people, to whom, indeed, he be- 
longed by the accident of birth. 

Verse 4—“Make .. . his heavy yoke 
. .. lighter.” Evidently the many pub- 
lic works fostered by King Solomon had 
required huge sums of money which had 
been raised by excessive taxation — 
something that is always the cause of 
great discontent on the part of the 
masses of working people. They de- 
manded redress in the nature of the re- 
pealing of obnoxious laws and a lower- 
ing of the taxes as the price of loyalty 
to the new king. 

Verse 12.—“Jeroboam and all the peo- 
ple came to Rehoboam ihe third day.” 
In the meantime, Rehoboam had first 
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counseled with the aged men who had 
been his father’s advisers, who urged 
him to lenient consideration of the peo- 
ple’s demands, and then with the younger 
group with whom he had consorted for 
years. These last pressed him to defy 
the malcontents and act the part of a 
dictator who would rule as he pleased. 
With his mind made up to follow their 
ill-timed suggestions, Rehoboam again 
faced the people and their champion, 
Jeroboam. ° 

Verse 13.—“The king answered the 
people roughly.” Meeting their demands 
with bluster and arrogance, Rehoboam 
defied them and spurned the counsel 
of the men whose wise advice, if acted 
upon, might. have saved the situation. 

Verse 14—“I will add to your yoke.” 
Like a typical Oriental tyrant, the king 
declared his rule would be more rigor- 
ous than his father’s, and that taxes 
would be increased rather than dimin- 
ished. 


Verse 15.—“The cause was from the 
Lord.” It was in accordance with the 
word given through Ahijah the prophet, 
that God permitted Rehoboam to be so 
blinded to the best interests, both of 
himself and the kingdom, in order that 
the judgment declared might be carried 
out, ; 


Verse 19.—“So Israel rebelled: against 
the house of David unto this day.” The 
breach has. never been healed.» The 
Lord, however, has promised that in 
the kingdom age Israel and Judah: shall 
be reunited (Hos. 1:11). 


Verse 20.—“Jeroboam. .-. . king over 
all Israel.” The adversary to Solomon 
was thus made ruler over all the other 
tribes in accordance with the word of 
the Lord. 


The Heart of ‘the Lesson 


One of Solomon’s own proverbs, if 
taken to heart by his son, might have 























“Lesson for May 4 


“A soft an- 


saved the entire situation: 
swer turneth away wrath: but griev- 
ous words stir up anger” (Prov. 15:1). 
Another proverb might have given added 


guidance: “Only by pride cometh con- 
tention: but with the well advised is 
wisdom” (Prov. 13:10). Rehoboam lost 
the greater part of his kingdom because 
of refusing the good advice of the elders 
and following the foolish counsel of the 
young men. Puffed up with pride, he 
met the reasonable demands of the peo- 
ple with “grievous words,” instead of 
conciliatory speech, which might have 
bound their hearts to him and saved 
from much strife and bitterness. It is 
a lesson that we are all very slow to 
learn. We so readily forget that “the 
wrath of man worketh not the right- 
eousness of God” (Jas. 1:20). Many fam- 
ily, business, church, and national trou- 
bles might be avoided were this lesson 
taken to heart. 


Lesson Outline 
A Foo.isH RULER 
. Coronation of Rehoboam proposed (1 
Kings 12:1) 
. Contention of Jeroboam (vs. 2, 3) 
. Conditions demanded (v. 4) 
. Consultation with advisers (vs. 5-11) 
. Consideration refused (vs. 12-18) 
. Consummation of rebellion (v. 19) 
. Coronation of Jeroboam (v. 20) 


— 
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Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


A Vainglorious Boast. Rehoboam’s 
haughty declaration that his little finger 
should be thicker than his father’s loins, 
and that whereas Solomon had chas- 
tised the people with whips, he would 
chastise them with scorpions (what we 
know as “cat-o’-nine-tails”) proved to 
be but empty words when the test came. 
He sent Adoram to collect tribute from 
the ten tribes, only to have him stoned 
and derided. Then he gathered an army 
to fight with Jeroboam, but was forbid- 
den of God to proceed further (1 Kings 
12: 21-24). So he had to relinquish author- 
ity over Israel and be content to be king 
of Judah (2 Chron. 11:3). ' 


A King Who Would Not Learn. It is 
pathetic to see how foolhardy and will- 
ful Solomon’s son had become. Learn- 
ing nothing from God’s dealings with 
his father and the division of the king- 
dom as a result of his pride and severity, 
he soon plunged more deeply into sin. For 
we learn that things went well in Judah 
only for some three years, while they 
walked according to the right ways of 
David and Solomon (2 Chron. 11:5-17). 
After this both the king and his people 
fell into the grossest kind of idolatry, 
with all its accompanying impurity (1 
Kings 14: 22-24). 


Applications and Summaries 
Have we prepared our hearts to seek 
the mind of God, or are we inclined to 
rely upon our own understandings? 
The Revised Version of Proverbs 18:24 
ig most suggestive. “He that maketh 
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_ Last Week's Lesson 
"4, April 27.—National Glory and Decay. 
2 Samuel 5; 9; 1 Kings I to 11 


Next Week's Lesson 
‘6. May 11.—The Struggle Against Baal- 
ism 1 Kings 16:29 to 2 Kings 10 








many friends doeth it to his own de- 
struction.” Are we more concerned 
about making friends than about doing 
the will of God? 

Rehoboam’s companions were to be his 
undoing because of their evil counsel. 
We show our weakness when we fall 
in with the counsel of the ungodly. 

“Great men are not always wise: 
neither do the. aged understand judg- 
ment” (Job 32:9). Nevertheless, expe- 
rience is a great teacher and the advice 
of older people should not be spurned 
except for good reasons, for, after all, 
“days should speak, and the multitude 
of years should teach wisdom” (Job 
32:7). Are we humble enough to be 
guided by those wiser than ourselves? 

Bluster and pretense accomplish noth- 
ing. Honesty and consideration for 
others will make friends, where the con- 
trary spirit will alienate and even pro- 
duce division. Have we learned the 
value of the soft answer that turns away 
wrath? 

Had Rehoboam learned from the errors 
of the past, his later years might have 
glorified God and his very blunders 
would have proved steppingstones to 
higher things. Are we learning the 
needed lesson of self-distrust and the 
importance of full submission to the 
will of the Lord? 

It is pathetic to see Solomon’s fail- 
ures repeated in the last wears of the 
life of his son. Are we careful to set 
a good example for others to follow? 

The old men who had served in Solo- 
mon’s day understood what was back 
of the complaints of the people; and their 
counsel, if followed, might have saved 
the kingdom from. division. 

The young men prided themselves on 
being aristocrats and spurred Rehoboam 
on to despise the demands of the com! 
mon people. Such an attitude always 
does harm. ‘ 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 
HAT was the basic cause of the di- 


vision of the kingdom? 
2. What moral lesson can we draw 
from this fact? 
3. Wherein did God in wrath remember 
mercy? 


4. What moral lesson does this carry for 
us? 


5. Did Jeroboam and the congregation of 
Israel have a right to complain against the 
oppressions of Solomon? 

6. What was Rehoboam’s conception of 
kingship? 

7. How does Rehoboam’s rejection of the 
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counsel of the old men and his falling in 
with the advice of the young men fit into 
the picture today? 


,8. What incident in the life of our Lord 
contrasts vividly with this action of Reho- 
boam? 


9. What two sins of the heart expressed 
themselves in Jeroboam’'s erection of the 
calves and the high places? 


10. Wherein did Jeroboam’s judgment fail 
him? 


11. What were the personal and national 
results of Jeroboam’s sin? 


(Answers on page 391) 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith to Boys and Girls 


EHOBOAM’S miserable failure as a 

ruler of God’s people Israel began 
at the first in his keeping bad company 
and listening to the counsel of foolish 
advisers. It is very important that the 
head of a government surround himself 
with wise counselors, which it is his 
privilege to do. When Rehoboam came 
to the throne as the legal successor to 
Solomon, his father, it was his priv- 
ilege to choose his advisers. His father’s 
counselors were doubtless much older 
men than Rehoboam, and as they had 
had experience it would seem wise for 
him té retain them until the new order 
could become established with their help. 


And surely the new Ring needed wise 
and experienced counsel, for no sooner 
was he crowned than there came a 
crisis, King Solomon had overtaxed the 
people to support his royal splendor and 
extravagance at Jerusalem. Therefore 
the people took occasion to appeal to 
the new king for a reduction in their 
taxes. In this movement they chose as 
their leader and spokesman one Jero- 
boam, the son of Nebat, a former serv- 
ant of King Solomon. This Jeroboam 
was an ambitious man, and Ahijah the 
priest had on one occasion prophesied 
that he would one day become the king 
of Israel. Solomon, hearing of this 
prophecy, had sought to kill Jeroboam, 
and the latter had fled to Egypt for 
safety. 

But now under the new order Jero- 
boam was called back to head up the 
delegation with a petition to the new 
king. It was a duly humble petition. 
They said, “Make our burdens lighter 
and we will serve you.” Rehoboam lis- 
tened to their plea and said he would 
think it over; to return in three days 
and he would give them an answer. 
Then he consulted with his father’s old 
counselors, and they said, “Speak good 
words to them, then they will be thy 
servants for ever.” 

Up to this point Rehoboam acted as 
though he had some sense. And. then 
he made a fatal mistake. He called in 
some reckless young fellows who had 
been his own companions and asked 
them to suggest an answer. Their sug- 
gestion comprised one of the most amaz- 
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ing, most picturesque, most dramatic, 
and most foolish speeches ever made:in 
the ,conduct. of .national affairs. . They 
said to tell Jeroboam and his delegation, 
“My little finger shall be thicker than 
my father’s loins. And now whereas 
my father did lade you with a heavy 
yoke, I will add to your yoke: my father 
» . . Chastised you with whips, but I 
will ¢hastise you. with scorpions,” Jero- 
boam with his ,followers returned .in 
three days and got their answer, the 
one framed not by the wise old counsel. 
ors, but by that bunch of young hot- 
heads. The result was inevitable. The 
people of Israel, led by Jeroboam, re- 
volted. “To your tents, O Israel!” went 
out the war cry; and Rehoboam was 
stripped of ten of his twelve provinces! 

Young people, let me use that startling 
and audacious phrase, “My little finger 
shall be thicker than my father’s loins,” 
to bring to your attention a fact which 
it describes in your case today far more 
truly ‘than anything Rehoboam could 


‘possibly demonstrate. It is this: the 


facilities which God has made possible 
to be placed in your hands for achieve- 
ment are so much greater than those 


your grandfather had, that in a very 
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réal sense you may truly say, “My little 
finger is greater than my father’s 
thigh?’ 

Twenty years ago Charles Lindbergh 
made the’ first flight by air across the 
Atlantic. It startled the world. Today such 
flights,.and even much longer ones, are 
just considered taxi service. Evidently 
God expects this generation of young 
people to “go places.” 

My grandfather thought he was do- 
ing pretty well to cup his hands to his 
lips and make his hounds hear him a 
half mile away on a clear night while 
fox hunting. You can sit in front of a 
microphone and in an ordinary tone 
make your voice heard around the 
world, Evidently the Lord has large 
plans for you to get the Good News 
around. Think of the. marvelous ad- 
vances made in the laboratories of. sci- 
ence and in the industrial world. Yes, 
in the physical world alone your “little 
finger is larger than your father’s thigh.” 
But all that is not to be compared to 
the still greater truth that the power 
and the presence of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the. One who with a word spoke 
the universe into being, is ready by the 
Holy Spirit to operate through you in 
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bring him low.” Prov.29:23 
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making those facilities effective in a:way 

that the world has nevér known before. 

This was what Rehoboam missed com- 

pletely. He left God out of his program, 

and his kingdom went on the. roeks. 
Avucusta, .GA, 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We re- 
member, our Heavenly Father, the words 
of our Lord, “Except, ye.. ... become as 
little children, ye. shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.” Therefore give 
us childlike humility and teachableness 
as we pray and study here today. We 
thank Thee that we have Thy Word, 
and the aid of Thy Spirit: both to under- 
stand it and obey. May we have Thy 
guidance and help through this new 
week in living out the lessons we learn 
here. Forgive and cleanse us wherein 
sin has spotted our lives. Make us more 
sensitive in conscience, more guarded in 
thought, word, and deed that our lives 
may honor “Thee and be lived in the sun- 
shine of Thy love. Bless our loved ones 
and friends: Those of them who have 
not yet come to trust and serve Thee, 


- draw, O Lord, to Thyself. Support the 


sorrowing, heal the sick, relieve the dis- 
tressed. Guide all leaders of men in 
the ways of right and wisdom. May 
Christ: be made known to all peoples, 
and His saving power exercise a much 
larger influence among men. Show us 
how best to serve Thee, and keep us 
true and faithful, for our Saviour’s sake. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Today we have séen 
a man lose a kingdom by being too 
proud to stoop. We admire the wisdom 
of Solomon, but we stare at the stupidity 
of his son. What a difference in the 
way each one started out! Solomon 
went first to God for wisdom for his 
high office. Rehoboam left God out alto- 
gether, but asked advice first from the 
older, and then from the younger, only 
to take the bad advice! Behind the 
stupidity of the new king lay pride. He 
needed only to stoop a little and meet the 
reasonable requests of the people; and 
the kingdom would have been his. But 
he would not stoop. He needed only 
to speak kindly, but pride made him 
speak rough and boastful words, and he 
lost most of his kingdom. 

The Golden Text says, “A man’s pride 
shall bring him low.”  That’s what hap- 
pened to Rehoboam, and it happens to 
everyone who is too proud to stoop. Per- 
haps you have sometimes thought you 
knew : better than someone older, your 
parents, or your teachers. But later you 
found their years had given them some 
wisdom, and that you had ‘still some- 
thing to learn! Pride leads many people 
to forget God and to follow bad advice, 
and so they lose thé best. things in life. 
It is saddest of all when people lose- the 


























Lesson for May 4 


Kingdom of Heaven because, like Reho- 
boam, they are too proud to stoop. For 
we enter God’s Kingdom only if we re- 
pent, and that means owning up to our 
sin, being sorry for it, and ready to for- 
sake it. Some folk are. too proud to do 
that, however, and by their stupid pride 
they throw away a greater Kingdom 
than Rehoboam lost. Don’t be too stupid 
to stoop to repent. Don’t be too proud 
to confess’ your sin and to seek your 
Saviour. 





ONLY THE TUPID 
NEVER TOOP AND 
PRIDE \/OON AYS 
THEM OW - 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dew 


Topic and Scripture: 


Solomon Builds the Temple 
(1 Chron. 28:9-11) 


ERE are three verses for someone to 
find (2 Chron. 9:20, 22, 27). What 
a rich and wise king David’s son was! 
David had lived to be an old man, a 
king for forty years. “And he died in 
a good old age, full of days, riches, and 
honour: and Solomon his son reigned in 
his stead” (1 Chron. 29:28). David had 
one ambition, however, which he did 
not reach. He lived in a fine palace, 
and he wanted the Lord’s house to be 
magnificent, too, and not a tent. Al- 
though the Lord was glad that David 
wanted to build a house for Him, yet 
He told David that because he had done 
so much fighting, he should not build 
it, but leave it for his son, a man of 
peace. = 
David got the material ready: marble, 
wood, gold, silver, brass, iron, and pre- 
cious stones. He had the plans for the 
new building all in mind, as God had 
given them to him, and the plans for 
the services. Then one day David called 
to Jerusalem all the government officials, 
the military officers and’ heroes, and his 
many sons. He made a speech explain- 
ing how he had wanted to build the 
Lord’s house, but the Lord had chosen 
his son Solomon to be king after him 
and to build the house. Turning to Solo- 
mon he said (read 1 Chron. 28:9, 16). 
Then David handed over to Solomon all 
the plans. David went on to tell what 
he was giving. Would others like to 
contribute? Indeed thty would ! 
rich men gave generously, and the poor 
willingly brought what they could. Hear 
part of David’s prayer of dedication. of 
the gifts (read 1 Chron. 29:11 as far as 
the semicolon in v. 14). 
After Solomon became king, he sent 
to a neighboring country for more work- 
men and materials, and in seven years 
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the thousands of workers finished the 
marvelous building. Every stone and 
board was perfectly fitted before it was 
brought to the Temple place, so there 
was no loud sound of pounding as the 
building rose. The floor was of great 
marble blocks, covered with the finest 
boards, then with gold. Angels, palm 
trees, and flower blossoms were carved 
on the wood of the walls before they 
were cevered with gold. Everything 
was just as lovely and as beautiful as 
men knew how to make it. 


At last everything was done. The 
priests brought the ark of the Lord from 
the old tent to the grand new building, 
and a great dedication service was held. 
The Lord’s presence came in a cloud of 
glory and filled ‘the whole house. Be- 
fore all the people Solomon knelt with 
hands upraised to Heaven, and earnestly 
asked God to hear the prayers and to 
forgive all who should worship there 
(2 Chron, 6:20, 21). For two weeks, 
worship and feasting continued. Finally 
the people returned to their homes, 
“glad and merry in heart for the good- 
ness that the Lord had shewed unto Da- 
vid, and to Solomon, and to Israel his 
people” (2 Chron. 7:10). 


“Know thou the God of thy father, and 
serve him with a perfect heart and with 
a willing mind” (1 Chron. 28:9, Memory 
Verse). King Solomon’s Temple was 
glorious, but it was built of dead things, 
stone and wood. Do you know what 
God’s temple of toaay is? Not a church 
building, though we do call it the house 
of God. He wents a living temple now 
(1 Cor. 3:16). He wants your body for 
His temple today. “Behold, I stand at 
the door, and knock: if any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in” (Rev. 3:20). And if that tem- 
ple is wholly given to Him, He will fill 
it with His presence and glory (2 Cor. 
6:16). Will you, “with a perfect heart 
and with a willing mind,” allow Him 
to do so? 

Onono, Marne. 

we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Seripture: 


Selomen and the Beautiful Temple 
(1 Chron, 28:9-11) 


VERY child remembers David, how 

he was called to be king, and 
anointed while he was just a shepherd 
boy; and especially they will not forget 
how he killed Goliath, the Philistine 
giant. But they have not learned so 
much about Solomon. 


Solomon was one of David's sons, the 
one whom God chose to be king after 
David’s death. When David was an old 
man he told Solomon that God would 
want him to build a house where the 
people could worship Him. They had 
no churches then, but had'a tabernacle 
that could be taken down and moved 
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whenever the people moved to another 
place. . 

David wanted to build the Temple for 
the Lord, but God told him, No; but 
that Solomon, his son, would build it. . 
So very soon after Solomon became king, 
he started to build this building. His 
father had already gathered together 
much of the material to put into it, and 
a friend of his father David's, Hiram, 
king of Tyre, also gave many thing’ to 
help build it, besides sending some of 
his servants to help with the work of 
building. 

‘And, oh, what a gorgeous Temple it 
was! We have never seen one like it. 
Inside and out, the walls were covered 
with gold. All the furniture was over- 
laid with either gold of silver. Even 
the pots and pans and basins for use 
with the sacrifices were gold or silver 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C, Smith 
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Does the World 
End in America? 


“My little boy is very happy now,” 
writes a Jewish mother from Po- 
land, “and keeps asking whether 
America has woods and fields as we 
have here, and whether the world 
ends there. I told him that it prob- 
ably does not end there, but that 
maybe one day we may be able to 
begin a new life there. 

“I feel such immense gratitude for 
your interest in me-and my two 
children that I hasten to express my 
deepest regards arid admiration for 
your Christian interest. I know it 
is the Lord Jesus Christ who kindles 
a flame in the hearts of people mak- 
ing them sensitive to the misery of 
others. Thank you for all your 
wonderful parcels and help. 

“Your missionary, Rev. Sergent, 
has supplied us with coal, and our 
home is warm now. My little six- 
month-old daughter is happy, too. 
She looks so beautiful in all the 
things you have sent from Phila- 
delphia. 

“My little boy greets you and all 
the friends, and wishes to thank 
them for the love shown to him 
and his little sister.” 

This is a typical letter from a He- 
brew Christian sister in Poland who 
is being helped and into whose life 
a ray of hope and sunshine has been 
brought in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

In many parts of the world there 
are thousands like this family — 
weary, hungry, and disconsolate. 
Your prayerful fellowship with us 
will enable us to reach out a help- 
ful hand to them. Please pray for 
us and our ministry, that the Lord 
Jesus Chris# may be made manifest 
to the sorely distressed remnant 
of Israel through your love. 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
728-$ Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Joseph M. Steele, President 
Dr. Jeseph T. Briten, Treasurer 
Rev. Vieter Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 


Treasurer fer Canada: 
REV. FP. 8. DOBSON, M.A., D.D. 
Principal, Alma College, St. Themas, 
Ontarie, Canada 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Isreel My Glory,” sent to all 
eacteiivetens end slap on equa. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


or shining brass. There were precious 
stones glittering here and there in dif- 
ferent places. It was a wonderful build- 
ing, but there was still one thing more 
needed — that God would show them 
that He was pleased with it. If He re- 
fused to have it for His Temple, then, 


with all its beauty, it would not be God’s 


house. 

So, when it was all finished, the peo- 
ple gathered there, and Solomon prayed. 
He asked God to forgive all the sin of 
the people, and to be their God as He 
had been the God of: David his father. 

When Solomon had finished his prayer, 
fire fell from Heaven and burned up 
the sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord 
filled the Temple, like a shining cloud 
so bright that the priests could not even 
go into the building for some time. 

So God accepted Solomon’s Temple. 

I wonder—what about your church 
and mine? One of the most beautiful 
churches in America, one that claims to 
be Christian, teaches the children in its 
Sunday school that Jesus Christ was 
only a man, and that the Bible is not 
God’s Word. We know God’s presence 
cannot be in that church, even with all 
its wealth and beauty, great pictures 
and wonderful organ, because they do 
not believe in God’s Son. 

Then there is another church in Amer- 
ica that cost several millions of dollars, 
and is very beautiful, but they have less 
than one hundred children in Sunday 
school, and no young people training 
for the mission field. God’s presence 
might be there, but if so, why not more 
power? 

But I know’a church, really what we 
Californians call a “shack,” nothing grand 
about it, bare floors, wooden benches, 
plain windows. When you go to a meet- 
ing there, you fell the presence of the 
Lord. The Gospel is preached and sung, 
and there are many children and young 
:people. Many have gone from this 
church to the mission fields, and others 
are in Bible institutes and Christian 
colleges, training for Christian service. 

We don’t need to wonder about this 
church: we know God’s presence and 
power are there, for we see the results 
in people’s lives. Whether your church 
is large or small, rjch or poor, it can 
be filled with the presence of the Lord. 

Look at your church, and see if the 
power and presence of the Lord shines 
out so that even the very little children 
love to be there to praise the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and to learn to serve Him. 

Use a figure of Solomon. It could 
be used effectively with a temple in the 
sand table, an object lesson for the 
children. 

Fe.ton, CALir. 

~ 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff’ of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leshets , giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and Expleining the cond: as which 
ustrations are accepted be from 
ioe ction, an. 10 cents. ts. fl is paid for each 
illustra ccepted, best one. 
Illustrations must mab the Times three 


Tables.” ce 

of the weeee lesson text, Because. of the 

presen pages dis , Teaders are asked to 

imit the tal submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. — 


If We Only Know It—A man’s pride 
shall bring him low: but honour shall 
uphold the humble in spirit (Prov. 29: 
23, Golden Text). “I was reading a 
Quaker book one day, and there I found 
an. epitaph set down by an honest man 
as meet for his own tombstone: “Antony 
Benezet was a poor creature, and, 
through divine favor, was enabled to 
know it.” Such knowledge would have 
saved Rehoboam.—From the United 
Methodist. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 4 


Not Without God—A man’s pride 
shall bring him low (Prov. 29:23, Golden 
Text). I was sitting on the second seat 
of an open car in one of Boston’s busiest 
thoroughfares. Just before me was a 
little fellow of five who was intensely 
interested in watching the motorman 
stop and start his car. At one point 
the street was completely blocked. The 
car stood still, and the motorman, notic- 
ing the boy’s interest, turned and said, 
with a smile, “I’m a pretty clever chap 
to make this big car go, eh?” Loud and 
clear above the rumble of the traffic 
rose the shrill treble of the boy, “But 
you couldn’t do it without God, could 
you?” The motorman was simply 
crushed, and I believe was glad that 
the bell rang at the moment and he had 
to turn his attention to his work.—From 
the Christian Endeavor World. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Phillips Brooks’ Concern.—The hum- 
ble in spirit (Prov. 29:23, Golden Text). 
At the time that Phillips Brooks was 
made a bishop a friend was staying at 
the house. They were chatting together, 
when Phillips Brooks said, “R—, if you 
see any difference in me, you’ll tell me, 
won’t you?” It was the vigilance of a 
great soul who knew the peril of suc- 
cess and prosperity—From the Sunday 
School Teacher. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


When Kings Act Despicably.—And the 
king answered the people roughly (1 
Kings 12:13). A prayer reported to 
have been used by Dr. Lyman Beecher 
was: “Lord, grant that we may not 


. despise our rulérs; and grant, O Lord, 


that they may not act so we can’t help 
it.".—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, Can.; 
and Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


One Thing Christianity Did.—Where- 
fore the king hearkened not unto the 
people; for the cause was from the Lord 
(1 Kings 12:15). Shortly after Ingersoll, 
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the noted infidel, was defeated in his 
race. for governorship of Illinois, he was 
one day proclaiming» his infidelity on 
board a railroad train between Chicago 
and. Peoria. After being for some time 
offensively voluble, he turned to a gen- 
tleman near him, and defiantly de- 
manded, “Tell me one great result that 
Christianity has ever accomplished.” 
The gentleman, not wishing to open an 
argument with the boaster, hesitated to 
answer. The train had stopped and all 
was silent in the car. Just then an old 
lady of eighty who sat just behind the 
infidel touched his arm with trembling 
hand, and said, “Sir, I do not-know who 
you are, but I think I can tell you of one 
great and glorious thing which Chris- 
tianity has done.” “What is it, Madam?” 
asked Ingersoll. “It has kept Robert G. 
Ingersoll from being governor of the 
State of Illinois.” If a stroke of light- 
ning had flashed through the car the 
effect could not have been more marked. 
Ingersoll turned literally pale with rage, 
and, remained silent—From The Sun- 
day. School Times. Sent by L. G. James, 
Toronto, Can, Prize illustration. 


e 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on pege 387) 


1. The backsliding and compromising of 
Solomon in his later years. (See 1 Kings 11: 
9-11,) 


2. Not only we ourselves, but future gen- 
erations, will reap what we sow. 


3. He did not rend the kingdom out of 
Solomon’s own hand, and did not take it 
all away — for David’s sake (1 Kings 11:12, 
13). 


4. ‘There can be no doubt that God has 
tempered His judgments on this nation for 
the. sake of the godly men who laid its 
foundations. Shall we throw a like shield 
around the generations to come? 


5..They. had reason, but no right. Solo- 
mon had steadily increased the burden on 
the people, but Samuel had warned Israel 
of the consequences of having a king before 
ever a king was anointed. (See 1 Sam. 8: 
10-18.) 


6. He looked on his high position as a 
means of satisfying his own inordinate lust 
for authority and power, not as an oppor- 
tunity to serve. 


7. It sounds mighty like the youths who 
today say to their parents, ‘““Remember, this 
is 1947 |’ 


8. His washing of the disciples’ feet (John 
13:1-17). 


9. (a) Thought of his own safety and 
glory rather than the glory of God (1 Kings 
12:27); (b) the resort to political schemes 
instéad of trust in God. (See God’s promise 
in 1 Kings 11:38.) 


10. He failed to see that he was commit- 
ting the very sin for which Solomon had 
forfeited the kingdom, and that he was seal- 
ing a like doom to himself. 


11. An everlasting stigma on his own 
name (“Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which 
made Israel to sin” ); and the final destruc- 
tion: of the kingdom (2 Kings 17:20-23). 


Wheaton, It. 
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Does Christ Intercede for the 
Unsaved ? 


(Continued from second page) 


which precedes it. Confirming the teach- 
ing of Hebrews 7:25, we have the Lord 
Jesus’ own words in John 17: “I pray 
for them: I pray not for the world, but 
for them which thou hast given me; for 
they are thine .. . neither pray I for 
these alone, but for them also which 
shall believe on me through their word” 
(vs. 9, 20). Here our Lord clearly states 
that He was praying for those who then 
believed on Him, and for those who 
would believe on Him through the 
preaching of the apostles, and that He 
was not praying for the world in general, 

Certainly we can and should pray for 
the unsaved. We have a firm founda- 
tion for this prayer, for we know that 
He would “have all men to be saved, 
and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth” (1 Tim. 2:4); and that He is “not 
willing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 
3:9). 

It is the work of the Holy Spirit now, 
through the Church and the Word, to 
“reprove the world of sin, and of right- 
eousness, and of judgment: of sin, be- 
cause they believe not on me; of right- 
eousness, because I go to my Father, 
and ye see me no more; of judgment, 
because the prince of this world is 
judged” (John 16:8-11). John also tells 
us that our Lord Jesus said, “No man 
can come to me, except the Father which 
hath sent me draw him: and I will raise 
him up at the last day” (John 6:44). 

There does not seem to be Scriptural 
warrant for saying that the Lord Jesus 
is now actually praying for the unsaved. 
But as the passages quoted above clearly 
show, it is the will of God that men 
should be saved, and the work of the 
Spirit to:.draw them to Him through 
faith in Christ. 

We 


The Rapture of the Church 
(Continued from page 380) 


3. “If it were not so, I would have 
told you” (John 14:2); “This we say 


unto you by the word of the Lord” (1 . 


Thess. 4:15). 

4. “I will come again” (John 14:3); 
“The Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven” (1 Thess. 4:16). 

5. “And receive you unto myself” 
(John 14:3); “We ... shall be caught 

. to meet the Lord in the air” (1 Thess. 
4:17). 

6. “That where I am, there ye may be 
also” (John 14:3);“And so shall we ever 
be with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:17). 

7. “Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27); 
“Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words” (1 Thess. 4:18). 

KEEP LOOKING UP! 


(To be continued) 
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CHRIST CHURCH (Methodist) 
Charleston, West Virginia 


The Eloquence of 
CARILLONIC BELLS 


receives another tribute 


The Rev. Mr. Hoffman, 
Church, writes; 


"Your ‘Carillonic Bells’ has been in 
operation in our church for almost 
a year, and there has been fulsome 
praise not only from our own mem- 
bers but also from other groups in 
the city. There is simply no compar- 
ing them with the old tybular chimes 
we used before —‘Carillonic Bells’ 
is so much superior. It not only 
adds to worship on Sunday, but also 
extends the message of the gospel 
for miles from our tower daily.” 


minister of Christ 


In choosing a carillon, as the voice of 
your church, choose by ear. It is this test, 
this factor of audible beauty, that has decided 
hundreds of churches, schools and colleges 
in favor of CARILLONIC BELLS. Its richer 
tone and beautiful clarity are beyond 
rivalry, achieving a musical brilliance 


impossible with ordinary bells or chimes. 


CARILLONIC BELLS ‘can be installed in 
your church tower without additional 
cortstruction. For further details write us, 
at ss 15: “ 


Za C Sc Chitls nertich 


ELECTRON 5 





SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
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Evangelical International Lesson 





LESSON 5. MAY 4. THE ANOINTING OF LOVE 
Mark 14: 1-9 (Supplementary Reading: Matthew 26: 1-13, Luke 22:1, 2) 
Golden Text.—She hath done what she could: she is come aforehand to anoint my body to the burying.—Mark 14:8 


Kine James Version 


Mark 14:1 After two days was the feast of the passover, and 
of unleavened bread: and the chief priests and the scribes sought 
how they might take him by craft, and put him to death. 

2 But they spid, Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar 


of the people. . 


3 And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as 
he sat at meat, there came a woman having an alabaster box 
of cintment of spikenard very precious; and she brake the box, 


and poured it on his head. 


4 And there were some that had indignation within themselves, 
and said, Why was this waste of the ointment made? 


5 For it might have been sold for more than three hundred 


The Lesson in General 
By Tom M. Olson 
Introduction to the Lesson 


precious moments before our 
I Saviour’s crucifixion were gliding 
swiftly by. The scene shifts to 
that hospitable home in Bethany, 
whither our Lord oft resorted. While 
He sat at meat, there came a woman 
prepared to anoint His body for burial; 
for she had brought an* flabaster box 
of very precious ointment. 

That which the disciples never seemed 
to grasp, she understood: that the Lord 
was actually going to be killed! 

The devoted women who accompanied 
Him from Galilee prepared spices and 
ointments, and brought them to the sep- 
ulcher, very early on the first day of 
the week, but they were too late. The 
* Lord had risen. 

This woman’ anticipated the Resurrec- 
tion, and anointed the Lord’s body be- 
fore He died. When Judas saw noth- 
ing in the woman’s act but that which 
deserved condemnation, and influenced 
others to ask, “Why was this waste of 
the ointment made?” the Lord uttered 
His commendation: “She hath wrought 
a good work on me. .. . She hath done 
what fhe could. . . . Wheresoever this 
gospel shall be preached throughout the 
whole world, this also that she hath done 
shall be spoken of for a memorial of 
her.” 

In these words we have a revelation 
of the Lord’s appraisal of the heart’s 
devotion and worship. 


The Lesson in Detail 

Mark 14:1.—“After two days was the 
feast of the passover, and of unleavened 
bread: and the chief priests and the 
scribes sought how they might take him 
by craft, and put him to death.” By 
réferring to Leviticus 23:5, 6 we learn 
that the Passover was to be observed on 


pence, and have been given to the poor. And they murmured 


against her. 


6 And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath 
wrought a good work on me. 

7 For ye have the poor with you always, and whensoever ye 
will ye may do them good: but me ye have not always. 


8 She hath done what she could: she is come aforehand to 


anoint my body to the burying. 
9 Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be 
preached throughout the whole world, this also that she hath 


done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her. 








Helps on the Uniform Lessons, 

published by the International 

Council of Religious Education, 

will be found beginning on 
page 386. 














the fourteenth day of the first month 
of the Jewish sacred calendar; and on 
the fifteenth day of the same month, the 
feast of unleavened bread began. 

The first Passover, observed in the 
land of Egypt (Exod. 12), was a fore- 
shadowing of the death of the Lamb of 
God. 

The unleavened bread was to typify 
“sincerity and truth” (1 Cor. 5:7, 8); 
yet here were the chief priests and 
scribes—the religious leaders of the 
people — seeking how they might seize 
the Lord by subtlety and kill Him ! They 
would not tolerate the least bit of leaven 
in their homes, but they were filled with 
the “leaven of malice and wickedness” 
(v. 8). They would meticulously ob- 
serve the letter of the Law regarding 
the feast, but utterly ignore and deny 
the spirit and significance of it. 


Verse 2.—“But they said, Not on the 
feast day, lest there be an uproar of the 
people.” Notice their perfect willing- 
ness to commit murder — yea, deicide — 
but “not on the feast day” —lest it dis- 
please God? or lest it be a violation of 
the Law? No—but “lest there be an 
uproar of the people”! How depraved 
is the flesh, even the flesh of a religious 
leader, when he hates the Christ of 
God ! 

They finally ‘put Him to death, and 
at, God’s predetermined time — the Pass- 
over — for it was decreed that He should 
be the fulfillment of the Passover. 


Verse 3.—“There came a woman hav- 
ing an alabaster box of ointment of 
spikenard very precious; and she brake 
the box, and poured it on his head.” 
Dr. Maclear says: “At Alabaston in 
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Egypt there was a manufactory of small 
vases for holding perfumes. The Greeks 
gave to these vases the name of the city 
from which they came, calling them 
alabastrons. This name was eventually 
extended to the stone of which they 
were formed; and at length the term 
“alabaster” was applied, without dis- 
tinction, to all perfume vessels, of what- 
ever materials they consisted.” 

Spikenard was “drawn from an Indian 
plant, brought down into the plains of 
India from such mountains as Shalma, 
Kedar Kanta, and others.” It was the 
costliest anointing oil of antiquity, and 
was sold throughout the Roman Empire, 
where it brought a price that put it 
beyond any but the wealthy. 

The woman broke the vase and poured 
the ointment on His body. She did not 
wish to keep anything back. She gave 
her all! The earthen vessel in which 
the most holy sin offering was boiled 
was broken after the boiling (Lev. 6: 
28), that it should not be put to any 
common use afterward. The vase was 
broken, never to be refilled with oint- 
ment for any personal or ordinary use. 
Her ointment was exclusively for Him 
whe was so precious to her. “Unto you 

. which believe he is precious [the 
preciousness]” (1 Pet. 2:7). 


Verse 4.—“‘And there were some that 
had indignation within themselves, and 
said, Why was this waste of the oint- 
ment made?” Matthew informs us that 
the “some” mentioned here were “dis- 
ciples” (Matt. 26:8). And John tells us 
it was Judas, the betrayer, who started 
the criticism (John 12:4). This reveals 
how true disciples can be influenced by 
the murmuring of one characterized by 
avarice. , 


Verse 5.—“For it might have been sold 
for more than three hundred pente, and 
have been given to the poor. And they 
murmured against her.” How commer- 
cially minded we.can become at times! 
Ali the Holy Spirit tells us about the 
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value of the ointment is that it was “very 
precious” (v. 3); but carnally minded 
disciples can tell us it could be sold for 
more than 300 pence ($50 or more). 


Verse 6—“‘And Jesus said, Let her 
alone; why trouble ye her? she hath 
wrought a good work on me.” He vin- 
dicated the woman. He appraised her 
act according to His perfect understand- 
ing of her motive—which was a good 
one—for she had His death and burial 
in mind. _ 

When the Lord Jesus shall review be- 
lievers’ acts (at the judgment seat of 
Christ, 2 Cor. 5:10), His perfect knowl- 
edge of our motives shall decide whether 
the acts were good or otherwise. What 
a delight to Him to be able to say in 
every case possible, “She hath done what 
she could” and “He hath done what he 
could”! What greater commendation 
could one receive? 


Verse 7.—“For ye have the poor with 
you always, and whensoever ye will ye 
may do them good: but me ye have not 
always.” It is commendable to do good 
to the poor. The disciples would have 
many opportunities of doing them good; 
but there remained only a few days in 
which to do good to Him in His humilia- 
tion. It has been remarked that to put 
the poor in comparison with the Lord 
Jesus, at the moment of His sacrifice, 
was to put them out of their place, and 
to forget all that was precious to God. 


Verse 8—“She hath done what she 
could: she is come aforehand to anoint 
my body to the burying.” The word 
rendered “aforehand” occurs only two 
other times in the New Testament (1 
Cor. 11:21; Gal. 6:1). It denotes: to 
take beforehand; to take before another; 
to outstrip, get the start of, anticipate. 

This woman certainly anticipated His 
death and résurrection, and outstripped 
all the others in anointing His body. It 
was not because She was a prophetess. 
Mark does not name her, but John tells 
us her name was Mary. Each time Mary 
of. Bethany is mentjoned in the Scrip- 
tures, she is seen at the feet of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. She is first seen at His 
feet, receiving His word (Luke 10:38- 
42); next she is seen at His feet receiv- 
ing His sympathy (John 11:28-45); and 
our lesson finds her at His feet giving 
Him worship and adoration. Attention 
has been called to the fact that this 
Mary was not at the tomb seeking a 
living Saviour among the dead. 


Verse 9—“Verily I say unto you, 
Wheresoever this gospel shall be 
preached throughout the whole world, 
this also that she hath done shall be 
spoken of for a memorial of her.” What 
an enduring and universal memorial the 
Lord raised for her! She had done her 
best to love and honor Him in a scene in 
which He was hated. 

The Gospel is the good news of God’s 
love gift to the world (John 3:16). How 
appropriate then that the news of this 
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; Last Week's Lesson 
4. April 27.—The Need for Watchful- 
ness . , : Mark 13:24-37 
Next Week’s Lesson 
6. May 11,—The Lord’s Supper. Mark 14:12-26 








woman’s love gift to Him on the eve of 
His crucifixion and resurrection should 
be related wherever the Gospel is pro- 
claimed ! 
Outline of the Lesson 

Four classes of persons are mentioned: 

(1) Chief priests and scribes — who 
hated the Lord Jesus (vs. 1, 2) and 
sought opportunity to kill Him. 

(2) The common people — who heard 
the Lord Jesus “gladly” (Mark 12:37). 

(3) The murmuring disciples — who 
criticized Mary’s devotion and were re- 
buked by the Lord Jesus. 

(4) Mary, the devoted woman — who 
did what she could, and was commended 
by the Lord Jesus. 


Pointers 


There are two aspects of the death of 
Christ: the Godward and the manward. 
From the manward side, the death was 
cold-blooded murder (Acts 1:52; Matt. 
22:7). From the Godward side, it was 
the greatest manifestation of the love of 
God to man (John 3:16; Rom. 5:8; 1 
John 4:9, 10). 

Peter, on the Day of Pentecost, com- 
bines these two aspects of Christ’s death 
(Acts 2: 22-24). 

The chief priests wanted to kill Him, 
but not at the Passover season. The 
Lord overruled and caused them to do 
what they wanted to do, but on the day 
His “determinate counsel decided upon, 
which was the Passover (1 Cor. 5:7). 
But God would not have Him crucified 
without this anointing of love from this 
affectionate woman; for she, more than 
all others entered into God’s thought 
of the preciousness of Christ. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By Marian Bishop Bower 


HY did’the scribes and Pharisees wish 
to avoid arresting the Lord Jesus at 
the time of the feast? 


2. Why was the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread kept? 


3. What was the Sanhedrin? 


4. Who was high priest at this time, and 
how did he receive his appointment? 


5. Though the chief priests and scribes 
determined not to take Jesus at the time 
of the feast, He-was crucified on that very 
day. How do you account for this? 


6. Why did many Jewish people go up 
early to the Feast of Passover? 


7. How do you explain the apparent con- 
tradiction in the various accounts of the 
anointing of the Lord Jesus? 


8. What makes us believe that Mary of 
Bethany came from a family of means? 
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9. What was the secret of Mary’s rare 
faith and understanding? . 

10. When did the anointing actually tak 
place? 


(Answers on page 397) 
we 


For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


FRAGRANCE AND BEAUTY 


6 HAT in all things he might have 

the preeminence” (Col, 1:18c). Is 
this just a verse we quote, or is it true 
in our lives? What does it mean to 
give Christ first place? 

Sometimes when Christians meet in 
God’s house their conversation is on mat- 
ters unrelated to the Lord. “It is re- 
freshing to hear you tell what the Lord 
has done and praise Him for blessings,” 
a visiting Bible teacher was told. “Even 
among church people very few mention 
Him as though they knew Him inti- 
mately.” 

In travel it is difficult to recognize 
Christians. “You must be a Christian,” 
said the woman who sat beside me on 
the bus as I was reading my New Testa- 
ment. “I never saw anyone reading the 
Bible on a bus before.” Many Chris- 
tians have done this, and have found 
glorious opportunity to witness for 
Christ, but even so, it is rare. 

We would expect church periodicals 
to abound with material rich in inspira- 
tion as they magnify Christ, but instead 
we are more often astonished at the lack 
of mention given to Him. 

It was rare when Christ was on earth 
to find those whose devotion was deep 
and sincere. When Mary brought the 
beautiful alabaster box of ointment to 
lavish upon her Lord she was condemned 
as many devoted Christians are criticized 
today. Yet neither the cost of the gift 
nor the criticism caused Mary to falter. 

How did Mary show her devotion? 
She was thoughtful and gracious as she 
sought to refresh the Lord and make 
Him comfortable among other. guests in 
the close atmosphere of an Eastern 
spring day. Christ dwelt in Mary’s 
thoughts as He should dwell in ours 


* (Mal, 3:16, 17). 


Mary went where she would meet 
Christ. She did not trust her mission 
to others, but took her gift herself and 
waited upon Him in person. She was a- 
willing servant of the Lord Jesus (Deut. 
15:16, 17; Psa. 27:14; Phil. 1:1). 

Mary gave that which was beautiful, 
expensive, and fragrant, and “the house 
was filled” with the loveliness of the 
offering. Have you wondered what it 
means to glorify the Lord? Mary glori- 
fied Christ by making people conscious 
of His presence, and calling Him to their 
attention (Phil. 1:20; Acts 4:13). 

“She hath done what she could,” said 
the Lord, and she had done it beauti- 
fully. Beauty and fragrance are im- 
portant factors in the life of a conse- 
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crated Christian who would bring honor 


to the Lord. The Tabernacle and Tem- 
ple were beautiful places of worship 
(Exod, 40:35; 1 Kings 8:10, 11). The 
clothing of the priests was beautiful 
(Exod. 28:40). Descriptions in the Song 
of Solomon are of beauty and fragrance 
(Song of Sol. 1:12; 2:11, 12; 4:15, 16). 
The Lord’s beauty may be seen in us, 
as Christians, if we live in fellowship 
with Him (Psa. 90:17); and one of our 
chief desires as we learn to know Him 
is that we may “behold the beauty of 
the Lord” (Psa. 27:4; Isa, 33:17, 21, 22). 
How may we show the Lord our devo- 
tion? Like Christ, “do always those 
things that please him” (John 8:29). 
Praise Him in prayer; praise Him among 
Christian friends; tell of His loveliness 
to others whenever you can; look for- 
ward to His coming; reveal His beauty. 
“Many people of charm do not claim 
to be Christians,” observed a church 
critic, “and many who call themselves 
Christian are rude and unmannerly.” 
It is unfortunate when this is true. 
Christian young fellows can be gallant 
and manly even in this day and age, 
and girls who love the Lord can_ be 
gracious. If we live fragrantly and 
beautifully, Christ will empower us to 
live triumphantly (2 Cor, 2:14-17; 3:18). 
ALPAUGH, CALIF, ° 


Teaching the Juniors 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 


OW many things did you do last 

week just because you love the 
Lord Jesus? The Lord wants us to show 
that we love Him. How has He shown 
His love to us? We show love by giv- 
ing things or doing things that cost us 
something. Did you take time to read 
your Bible and pray when you might have 
been playing? Did you give up some 
treat for yourself so that you could bring 
more money to the Lord? Were you 
nice, even when your brothers teased 
you, because you wanted to please the 
Lord? Did you return thanks in the 
lunchroom at school even though some 
of the children laugh at you for doing 
it? What have you done to show that 
you love the Lord? 


Tue Lesson 


Today we have the story of someone 
who gave the most precious thing she 
had to the Lord Jesus, just because she 
loved Him. This took place at a dinner 
table. In what city? In whose home? 
Who else was there? You will find the 
name of this woman in John 12:3. 

Before we go on with today’s lesson, 
let us find out how Mary had shown 
her love to the Lord before this. What 
was she doing in Luke 10:39? Listening 
carefully to the word of the Lord is one 
way of showing love to Him. 

Turn to John 11:28, 29. What did 
Mary do as soon as she knew that the 
Lord Jesus Christ had called her? “She 
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arose ——————-, and came unto him.” 
Instant obedience shows love. 

Now let us read Mark 14:3 again. How 
much of her costly perfume did Mary give 
to the Lord Jesus? How do you know 
that she gave all? | 

How much was the alabaster box of 
perfume worth? Let us see how good 
you are at arithmetic. Turn to Mat- 
thew 20:2. If a penny was a day’s wages 
and this perfume could have been sold 
for more than, three hundred pence, how 
long would it take to earn enough money 
to buy. it? * : 

Mary took something that cost a year’s 
wages and poured it out all at once, 
But was it wasted? .No, indeed! It was 
given to the Lord Jesus.. It showed her 
love, and it was very. precious to Him. 

What did some of the people at the 
table think about it? John ,12:4-6 tells 
the name of the person who said the 
perfume should have been sold,and given 
to the poor. Who was he? Did he really 
care for the poor? No, he just wanted 
more money for himself... Do you see 
how God can look right into a person’s 
heart and see what is there? 

What did the Lord Jesus say. about the 
poor? .Those who love Him most are 
the quickest to help.the poor. . But they 
do some things just to show their love 
for Him. 

What did Christ say about Mary’s gift 
in verse 8? Because Mary had sat at 
Jesus’ feet and learned of Him, she un- 
derstood better than the disciples did 
that He was going to die for our sins. 
And she loved Him more, too. 

What did the Lord say about Mary’s 
gift in verse 97 It is more nineteen 
hundred years since Mary gave her ala- 
baster box of precious ointment to the 
Lord, yet here we are speaking of it 
again. And it is told:wherever the Gos- 
pel is preached. It is recorded forever 
in God’s eternal Word. 


CoNCLUSION 

Will the Lord say of you some day, 
“She [or he] hath done what she could”? 
Or are we living mostly for ourselves? 
Let us give Him the best that we have, 
to show ‘that we love Him. 

ALTERNATE CONCLUSION 

Are you like Mary’ or like Judas? 
Mary loved the Lord. Judas loved only 
himself. You may not be as wicked as 
Judas, but if you are unsaved you will 
end up in the same place. Come to the 
Saviour “who loved” you “and gave him- 
self” for you. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 

we 


“God’s love gives in suth a way that 
it flows from a Father's heart, the well- 
spring of all good: The heart of the 
giver makes the gift dear and precious; 
as among ourselves we say of even a 
trifling gift, ‘It comes from a hand we 
love,’ and look -not sd ‘much at the gift 


_ a’ at the heart.”—Martin Luther. 


~~ ~ 
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The Treasure Chest for 
Primary Teachers 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


Tepic and Scripture: 
Doing What We Can for Jesus 
(Mark 14:1-9) 

(Le* the teacher begin each class 
period with a short prayer, having the 
children repeat it after her, sentence by 
sentence.) 


J HILE the Lord Jesus was on earth 
many people learned to love Him. 

One of these was Mary who lived in 
Bethany, a town not far from Jerusalem. 

Mary had a sister, Martha, and a 
brother, Lazarus. How many here have 
a sister? A brother? 

This family all loved the Lord Jesus 
very much, but Mary did something spe- 
cial to show her love. 

You see in those days there were no 
undertakers who would take care of 
dead bodies before they were buried in 
the ground. Every man bought a kind 
of perfume so when he should die, his 
family could put it on his body. 

Joan, see if you can find a wee bottle 
of perfume in our Treasure Chest. Smell 
it, then pass it around. Isn't it lovely? 

Mary had bought perfume for her 
body, too. ; ° 

One day she was thinking about Jesus 
and wishing she could show her love 
for Him. She had already given Him 
her heart. 

Suddenly she thought, “I can give Him 
my perfume. When He dies, Peter and 
John can put it on His body.” 

Then Mary thought again. Jesus was 
really God’s Son, and so He could never 
die and stay dead. He would not need 
perfume to keep His body from rotting 
in the ground. 

“But I'll give Jesus my perfume ariy- 
how,” Mary decided. “I can see Him 
today; for He is having dinner at Simon’s 
house.” 

So Mary took her, perfume and went 
to Simon’s house. In those days people 
lay. on couches to eat. Mary came to 
the couch where the Lord Jesus Christ 
lay, and with a heart full of love, she 
opened her jar and poured out the per- 
fume on Jesus’ head. It made the whole 
house smell like a rose garden. 

Oue of Jesus’ disciples was named 
Judas. Not everyone knew it, but Judas 
was just a pretend disciple. He did not 
really love the Lord at all. 

Judas spoke up and said: “This woman 
shouldn’t have wasted her perfume. It 
could have been sold and the money 
given to the poor.” 

“But Mary did it because she loves 
me,” Jesus answered gently. “She knew 
I would not need it after I am dead. You 
must not scold her, for ‘she hath done 
what she could’” / 

This last sentence is our Memory 




















Lesson for May 4 





Verse (Mark 14:8). Have you done what 
you could for the Lord Jesus? 

Alex Duff was only four years old 
when he did what he could. He let 
God speak to him through some pic- 
tures his mother showed him — pictures 
like these in the Treasure Chest of peo- 
ple praying to idols. And he said, “Yes,” 
to God’s voice. When he was grown, he 
became a great missionary. 

Aliza Agnew was eight when she let 
God speak to her through the geography 
she was studying at school. She said, 
“Yes,” too, and years later became a 
missionary. 

Where else besides home and school 
could ye hear God's voice? After we 
are saved, the first thing we can do for 
Jesus is to hear Him speak and answer, 
“Yes.” Then we are like Mary, who 
did what she could. 

Suppose we sing softly, “Speak, my 
Lord.” 

(Chorus only. Revival Solos by Shu- 
felt, Zondervan Pub. Co., Grand Rapids, 
Mich., 50 cents.) 
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Illustrating the Lesson 


. 


Leafiets list of the 
meee oe and explaining the’: the Cg A upon — 
oes le aan @ £7as Se 
illustration accepted, -— for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach three 
months in advance of the pK, Me should 
not be hy - earlier “Illustration Round 
Tab erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
peccent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
the tal submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


An African’s Gratitude—She hath 
done what she could: she is come be- 
forehand to anoint my body to the bury- 


ing (Mark, 14:8, Golden Text). Masagi,. 


a raw pagan of Africa, followed the re- 
ligion of his forefathers. Lying, stealing, 
polygamy, slavery, and promiscuous liv- 
ing are all parts of the pagan religion. 
Drunkenness, gluttony, and every form 
of debauchery —even murder are fea- 
tures of its festivals. Such was Masagi’s 
religion. His chief occupation was the 
making of poison. Hearing of a death, 
he would go out at night, dig up the 
corpse, and, taking certain parts there- 
from, would concoct a deadly mixture 
which he sold to anyone wishing to do 
away with an enemy. After hearing 
the story of the Saviour repeated over 
and over again, Masagi forsook pagan- 
ism and took his stand for Christ. So 
real was the change in his life that 
Masagi immediately began to tell all his 
neighbors of the wonderful Saviour. So 
grateful was he to Jesus for the trans- 
formation from a life of bondage, to one 
of freedom, peace, and happiness, that 
he yearned to express his thanks. But 
Masagi was an old man. After saving 
his every penny for several months and 
also selling his cow, his most valuable 
possession, he had money enough to buy 
a second-hand bicycle. To the mission- 
ary he said: “See that young man in 
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your school? He is a very zealous Chris- 
tian. He can read God’s Book. Put 
him on my bicycle and send him to my 
fellow tribesmen farther afield, that théy 
also may hear of the wonderful Saviour.” 
Are you as determined that the heathen 
shall hear the Gospel as was old Masagi? 
—From Prairie Pastor and Overcomer. 
Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, Franklin 
Square, N. Y. 


Killed by Those He Would Have 
Saved.—And the chief priests and. the 
scribes sought how they might take him 
by craft, and put him to death (Mark 
14:1). A magazine article relating ex- 
periences in the Alps Mountains told 
how large St. Bernard dogs trailed lost 
persons and saved their lives. The dogs 
are trained to scratch the snow off and 
lie down upon the body. Often the 
heat from the dog’s body revives the per- 
son, and a flask tied about the dog’s neck 
contains liquor which helps to ‘revive 
the victim further. One beautiful dog 
had found his sixty-ninth man. He had 
stretched his body upon the man, after 
digging off the snow. The man began 
to revive and, seeing the animal on top 
of him, thought he was about to be de- 
voured by a wolf. He was able to reach 
for his dagger and quickly he plunged 
it into the animal’s side. .Without a 
sound the dog crept away to its master’s 
cabin where he bled to death by the 
doorstep. A few days later mountain- 
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eers learned the full story... Does not 

pythink of God’s Son who came to 
wok fo save us from our sins and bless 
us? .. Yet how many have cruelly stab- 
béd Him, blasphemed His name, and 
spurned Him !—From “Illustrations for 
Preachers and Speakers,” by Keith L. 
Breoks. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, 
Franklin Square, N. Y. 


With All Their Hearts—An alabaster 
box of ointment of spikenard very pre- 
cious (Mark 14:3). An old sailor 
emptied into. the missionary’s lap a 
stockingful of coins. “What does this 
méan?” she exclaimed. “For you,” he 
said,. “for lassies that nobody loves.” 
“But you are not able; I must not take 
it,” the missionary said. Then he ex- 
plained, “It were two years ago since 
they carried cur lassie to the cemetery. 
We fixed a trim little mound many a 
time, but the wind is strong and the 
sand drifted over. it, and we are all the 
time losin’ the place where she ge. So 
we says, we'll try to save a bit here 
an’ there, till we get a stone for the 
head —a marble one, pure an’ glistenin’ 
white like herself, with ‘Lassie Nell’ an’ 
a verse from the Good Book on it... . 
We had been to see the marble. man. 
We just about had the thirty dollars; 
but when you told us about the lassies 
with nobody to love ’em, and that jest 
thirty dollars would take ’em away from 
lives o shame an’ sufferin’, I went home 
an’ told Wife, an’ we talked it over. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


We knew ’twouldn’t make any differ- 
ence with Lassie Nell, bein’ she was 
safe in the Good Shepherd’s arms, an’ 
you'll jest-take it, seein’ it’s all in small 
bits, we’d be glad to thank Him this 
way.” Speechless, the missionary turned 
to the old man’s wife. Tears were roll- 
ing down her cheeks, but she smiled 
and said, “Aye, lady, an’ it’s with all 
our hearts, —From the Junior 
Leader’s B.Y.P.U. Quarterly. Sent by 
Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Petersburg, Va, Prize 
illustration. 


No Executors Needed.—Ointment .. . 
very precious (Mark 14:3). When a 
pioneer party wished to go into the 
Sudan to establish mission work, over 
fifty years ago, they were discouraged 
by members of other missions, and for- 
bidden and bullied by officials of the 
Niger Company of traders and ex- 
ploiters. Being destitute of adequate 
funds for the expedition, the group 
waited upon God for provision, and 
meanwhile sold all personal possessions 
possible. They had then no Board be- 
hind them. Just in time, a remittance 
of $500 came from Canada. A lady 
working as a housekeeper sent $300, her 
mistress added $100, and other friends 
the rest. The servant had received this 
$300 as a legacy. Later, after her death, 
relatives who had regarded her as be- 
ing over-religious and had had very 
little to do with her, came to her funeral 
and asked for her possessions. They 
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went through her trunk looking for a 
book, evidently a bank book, for she 
had been long employed at good wages. 
The lttle book they found was quite a 
different one, and told its own story. 
On the one side she had entered her 
wages month after month, and on the 
opposite side, following the small 
amounts of her expenditures, were such 
entries as these: “For Bible woman in 
India, $50.” “For native worker in 
China, $50.” Turning over the pages to 
the date she had received her $300 
legacy, they found opposite it, “Paid out 
for the Sudan, $300.”. She needed no 
executors; all had been administered 
right up to date. Some day we will 
wish that we could produce such a book 
in the presence of Him to whom we must 
all account for our stewardship.—Con- 
densed from the Evangelical Christian. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Why She Missed Commencement.— 
And there were some that had indigna- 
tion within themselves (Mark 14:4). A 
country preacher asked for three teach- 
ers for a week’s study course. Only two 
could be found. Then a young high 
school senior volunteered, only to call 
the next day and say, “I forgot that is 
the week I am to graduate.” The 
preacher, knowing the thrili this gradu- 
ation would give her, readily excused 
her. However, when two weeks passed 
and still no one could be found to teach 
the class of Juniors, she called up and 
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said; with a sob in ‘her voice, “I am 
going to teach those Juniors!” No 
amount of argument could persuade her 
to change her mind. Criticism was 
heaped upon her, but she taught those 
Juniors.and missed over half of the class 
exercises— and even the night that the 
diplomas were given out. On the clos- 
ing night of the study course, instead 
of the brilliant address he had prepared, 
the speaker simply told the story of what 
this girl had given up to teach those 
twelve wigglesome Juniors, and of how 
she was criticized by her parents, class- 
mates, and teachers. He called her to 
the pulpit and’ presented her to the con- 
gregaticn, in which there was scarcely 
a dry eye. This is what she said: “I 
do not understand why you are weep- 
ing. There is nothing to be sad’ about. 
. .. It was a thrill to teach these Juniors: 
A million dollars could not buy the ex- 
perience I have had this week .. ."— 
From the Teacher, S.B.C. Sent by Mrs. 
S. J. Beeker, Petersburg, Va. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions ere on pege 393) 


1. The religious leaders of the people were 
deceitful and fearful, and worked craftily. 
They feared the crowds of people who were 
in Jerusalem at the time of the feast, for 
these had not yet been roused to the mob 
fury that cried, “Crucify him, crucify him. 
. . . We have no king but Cesar.” At the 
time, people numbering hundreds of thou- 
sands filled the city and camped outside 
in -tents. 


2. It was commemorated at the time of 
the Passover feast, the oldest of the Mosaic 
observances (See Exod. 12:1-14). The un- 
leavened bread was significant of the haste 
in which the first feast was prepared and 
eaten. This feast was also instituted by 
Moses (Exod. 12:15-20), and the two festi- 
vals were usually referred to as one feast 
(see v. 1). 


3. The name of the Sanhedrit means 
“seated together.” Its usual application was 
to the seventyrone men who made up the 
Supreme Jewish Court, of Justice which met 
in Jerusalem. The acting high priest pre- 
sided; the other members came from the 
families from which the high priests were 
taken, the tribal and family heads of the 
people and priesthood, and the scribes. The 
Pharisees and Sadducees were dominant 
parties. 


4. Joseph Caiaphas, who was the son-in- 
law of Annas, had been appointed high 
priest by the Procurator Valerius Gratus in 
A.D. 26. He was deposed in A.D. 36. Once 
the high priesthood had been held for life 
and had descended from father to son, but 
this had long since ceased to be. Appoint- 
ments were made at the whim of the Ro- 
man Government. Annas had been deposed, 
but he was still held to be in office, for the 
people would not recognize that ‘he had 
been put down. Note Luke 3:2: “Annas 
and Caiaphas being the high priests.” 


5. It was according to the predeterminate 
counsel of God that the Lord Jesus be the 
true Lamb of God that taketh away the sins 
of the world—the Passover lamb was but 
a type that He was to fulfill perfectly in 
His death. Part of that perfect fulfillment 
was that His death be on the very day of 
the Passover feast. 


6. The Jewish people could not eat of the 
Passover if they were ceremonially unclean. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 






New Opportunities in 


opportunities for many who cannot be accommodated 
during regular school year (fall enrollment already filled). New dormi- 
tories enable us to take more students this summer. Full scholastic 
program, warm Christian fellowship. Graduate offerings in theology and 
Christian education have been strengthened; pastors, teachers, Christian 
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Many of them, therefore, went up early 
that they might be declared clean before 
it was time for the feast to begin. 


7. Undoubtedly Mary poured the ointment 
first on Jesus’ head, for this was the anoint- 
ing of a King; then on His’ feet, in her 
self-abasement, drying them with the hairs 
of her head. She held back nothing of her 
precious gift. 


8. The fragrant ointment, spikenard, was 
worth the entire wages of a laboring man 
for a year. Perhaps Mary had inherited 
it. The alabaster container was also rare 
and costly. 
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9. Mary sat at the feet of Jesus and heard 
His words. She was without thought of 
self. 


10. It was “six days before the passover” 
(John 12:1) in Bethany. It is possible that 
the Holy Spirit guided Matthew and Mark 
to put it here just before the account: of 
Judas’s awful deed to mark the vivid con- 
trast between pure love and diabolic deceit. 


West Co.tiincswoop, N. J. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, May 4 
4. What Is Success in Life? 
_ (Josh. 1:6-9; Prov. 3:1-6) 
(Vocations Day) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of ‘Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


E SAW last week that God has a 

specific plan for each life, and that, 
just as He has invested in us His grace, 
and mercy,’ and the abilities He has 
given us, so He expects us to invest our 
time and efforts in fulfilling His plan 
and purpose. This week we are to think 
primarily about results and t6 check our 
standards of success with God’s stand- 
ards in order that we may see whether 
or not we are aiming in the right direc- 
tion. 

4 


At the outset, we should “recognize 
that, in the world, standards of success 
differ greatly. With some, success .is 
measured in dollars and cents. Others 
look upon success as the ability to grat- 
ify their desires. Still others think. of 
success as achievement of comfort and 
security. To some only fame or power 
spells success. But it should give us all 
pause when we realize that countless 
meh and women have spent every effort 
and have sacrificed every other thing 
in life to gain what they considered to 
be success only to find that success, in 
itself, does not bring true satisfaction 
and joy. Thousands have discovered that 
sume of the very things they discarded, 
in order to achieve what they thought 
would bring satisfaction, have been the 
very things they needed and desired 
most when they reached the pinnacle of 
their ambition. And many others have 
arrived at what they at one time con- 
sidered to be success only to find that, 
instead.of mastering circumstances, they 
themselves have been. made the slaves 
of the thing they sought after. 

jue ’ ; 

It will be abundantly profitable, there- 
fore, for us, as Christian young people, 
to listen to what God*has to say about 
true success, and how it may -be 
achieved, so that we may not choose un- 
worthy aims, or set out to obtain what 
will prove to be ashes. 

Our Scripture lesson in Joshua I-points 
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to God's recipe for true success. These 
words were spoken to a man who stood 
upon the threshold ‘of great opportunity. 
He could have used his opportunity for 
personal gain, and fame, but God showed 
him that true success could come only 
in one way — through obedience to His 


will. We have but to read the record 
in order to see that because this man 
chose to obey God and to serve Him, God 
abundantly granted him success and 
prosperity. 

we 


Again in the verses from Proverbs 3 
in our Scripture lesson, we find this 
same formula for true success. Here 
God .admonishes us not to forget His 
Law, and the keeping of His command- 
ments, and warns us not to let mercy 
and truth forsake us, but to write them 
upon our hearts. Then follow these 
Significant words; which may be trans- 
lated, “So shalt thou find favour and 
good success in the sight of God and 
man.” 

Why is it, do you suppose, that God 
asks us to follow His way rather than 
our own, in order to achieve true suc- 
cess? Is it not. because He, as our Crea- 
‘tor, has made us, and knows all about 
us? Better than we can, He knows those 
things that will satisfy our hearts, and 
will bring us lasting joy and peace and 
blessing. Our own wisdom and under- 
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standing is shortsighted. The thing we 
grasp at today we turn away from to- 
morrow “in disappointment. But He 
knows the end from the beginning. When 
He can get us to choose His way, He 
can lead us into paths that will truly 
delight and satisfy our hearts. 


4 

There is a Psalm that we well may 
call the “Psalm of True Success.” It is 
Psalm 37. We will do well to read it 
again and again as we stand on the 
threshold of life and look to the future. 

There are six admonitions in this 
Psalm. Memorize them and meditate 
upon them. They are: “Fret not”; “de- 
light in the Lord”; “commit thy way”; 
“trust”; “rest”; “wait.” 

We are to “fret not” as we look about 
us, because all things are in God’s hands. 
The seeming prosperity of others should 
give us no concern, if we are really 


trusting our Heavenly Father. 


We are to “delight” ourselves in Him, 
find our joy and satisfaction in Him, 
because only in Him is joy and satis- 
faction that will last. 

We are to “commit” our ways to Him, 
turning aside from our own ambitions 
and plans, and putting all in His hands. 

We are to “trust” Him, counting im- 
plicitly upon His ability to work it all 
out for us. 

We are to “rest” in Him, not feverishly 
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striving to work things out by our own 
efforts or cleverness. We are tobe at 
ease and at peace, satisfied to leave in 
His hands even our reputation, knowing 
that He can and will do what is utterly 
impossible for us to do for ourselves. 

Finally, we are to “wait” for Him, to 
be patient, and to wait for His’ time. 
Impetuous youth is so apt to try to open 
the rosebuds by peeling back the petals, 
instead of waiting for the warm ‘sun of 
God’s way and time to do an infinitely 
better job. we 


Above all, notice what we are prom- 
ised, if we will only h@ed these admo- 
nitions — we shall see things worked out 
in God’s good time; we shall have suffi- 
cient for our needs; we shall have the 
desires of our hearts; we shall see God 
bring success to pass in our behalf; we 
shall see’ our righteousness, which is o/ 
Him, brought out and developed, and 
established. 

Is not. this true success? It»may be 
the blessed realization of every one of 
us, if we will choose God’s way and rest 
in Him. 

PHILADELPHIA. wy 


“Be always displeased at what thou 
art, if thou desirest to attain to what 
thou art not; for where thou hast pleased 
thyself, there thou abidest.”—St. Augus- 
tine. 
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Preparing for Your Fall Rally 
(Continued from page 385) 


high school students and sent to all 
church families. 

Through the Committee on Evange- 
lism a number of members were secured 
who professed a desire to confess Christ 
and unite. with. the church. In addition, 
it was arranged for the pastor to give a 


brief evangelistic talk each Sunday 


morning. 

During the month preceding Rally Day 
the superintendent gave out some in- 
teresting figures to the school. He 
called this “taking stock,” and presented 
the subject under four heads, (1) mem- 
bers; (2) opportunities; (3) neighbors; 
(4) missions. The talks were brief, but 
gave the listeners a good picture of 
how the membership was distributed 
throughout the various departments; 
what were the opportunities for service; 
the church neighbors; and, finally, what 
they could do for work on the mission 
field, both at home and abroad. This 
was a good preparation for the mission- 
ary offering on Rally Day. 

Several good features about this pro- 
gram may recommend themselves to 
other schools. It was well thought out 
long in advance of Rally Day. Many 
committees were required to put it over, 
and these committees were appointed in 
plenty of time to allow them to function 
without crowding at the end. There was 
no rush or hurry at any part of the 
program. Teachers and officers were 
thinking in terms of Rally Day and its 
theme, “Evangelism,” for weeks before 
the day arrived. The entire school mem- 
bership was carefully prepared for the 
event. 

Frequently Rally Day means devoting 
all energies to getting in a crowd for 
one day, after which there is a decided 
drop in attendance. In this school, the 
responsé to Rally Day has been most 
gratifying. Each Sunday the attendance 
figures rose a little higher than those 
of the previous week. There has been 
no falling off in numbers. Rally Day 
brought many new members into the 
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school and these members are in turn 
bringing in others. 

After all, isn’t that what one should: 
expect with a program built around a 
theme such as “Evangelism”? 


Cora GABLES, FLA. 
ue 


Children 1 at Home 
In the Bandit’s Lair 


Founded on feet 
By Nesta Reed 


SING-PAO, Precious Jewel, lay weak 

and helpless on his handsome red 
lacquer bed. He was the youngest son 
of a once “well-feathered” (rich) land 
owner living in the Province of Hu-nan, 
but the long war in China had made 
the famiky quite poor. His father and 
three elder brothers did all they pos- 
sibly could to keep up their heritage, 
but it was a bitter struggle. The family 
was proud and always had enjoyed a 
high position in the country district, but 
now their staff of servants was greatly 
reduced. 

Precious Jewel was much younger. 
than his brothers, who were married; 
and he had been sent to the nearest 
school, because of his love for learning 
and unfitness for anything but “reading 
books.” 

It happened that there was a large 
Christian school in the nearest market 
town, and as the boy’s father wanted 
him to get a well-paid position in a 
Shanghai bank he was allowed to go as 
a pupil where he could learn English 
from “foreign” teachers. The boy had 
good ability and did well at his books, 
but his health was always poor. A long 
attack of malarial fever had now obliged 
him to return home for a rest before the 
end of the term. On this hot, breathless 
afternoon, with not a Jeaf stirring, Pre- 
cious Jewel lay exhausted in a room 
far from the main part of the rambling 
old Chinese homestead. His father and 
brothers were out on the farm, and the 
other members of the big family living 
together were busy at various house- - 
hold tasks. Suddenly there came a shout 
of “Gyiang-dao! Gyiang-dao!” (“Armed 
robbers! Armed robbers!”) And im- 
mediately the whole place was in an 
uproar. 

For protection from bomb engi 
during the war, a deep secret passage 
underneath the main building had been 
made which led out to the canal at the 
back. All the family now dashed fran- 
tically for this means of escape, the 
married daughters carrying their babies, 
and the women servants hustling the 
old folk and children down the ladder. 
They were all greatly excited with ter- 
ror and in their hasty flight forgot the 
boy. Unfortunately, his room was much 
farther away from the underground pas- 
sage and before he could reach it the 
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bandits had burst into the compound. 
Precious Jewel barely had time to slip 
down between the high lacquer bed and 
the wall before the men dashed into the 
room. They sought everywhere for 
money and valuables. It took but a 
few minutes to discover the boy crouch- 
ing under the bed and he was dragged 
out, cruelly beaten, and tied up with 
ropes. 

“Aha! Aha! a precious son of the 
family !” they cried. ‘Well, he will get 
us a fat roll of dollars in ransom before 
his. father sees him again!” With his 
hands and feet bound he was dragged 
along to the main courtyard where an 
old man servant, who also had been 
unable to get away in time, lay trussed 
up like a chicken. 


-“Thank God, my father and brother 
were out of the house,” thought Pre- 
cious Jewel, “for the bandits would 
likely have killed or wounded them.” 


* Having destroyed or taken everything 
of any value they could find, the bandits 
started to return to their lair in the 
lonely hills beyond the village. The 
prisoners were forced to walk with their 
heads down so that they would not see 
where they were going, and they were 
cruelly beaten and prodded with knives 
if they stumbled or failed to keep up the 
pace. 


Precious Jewel kept praying all the 
time for God’s help to go on, thankful 
that at school he had learned to know 
and love His Father in Heaven. 


“Oh, God, have mercy upon us and 
save us out of the hands of these wicked 
men,” he cried in his heart. Somehow it 
seemed to him as if his fears were over- 
come by a wonderful serise of the pres- 
ence and power of someone by his side 
giving him strength to take each single 
step. 

At last they reached an old temple, 
hidden in a pocket of the hills, and the 
prisoners were flung into a dark, air- 
less hole underneath the floor boards of 
the ruined building. The boy felt he 
could not breathe in the awful place, 
which was slimy with mud and filth, but 
he tried to cheer up the old servant, 
who was in great distress of mind. With 
much patience he scraped a tiny opening 
in the floor boards above and then they 
put their mouths against this for a little 
air, but very soon the poor man col- 
lapsed, and Precious Jewel was left alone 
in his misery. 

The -bandits, however, did not want 
the boy to die until they got the ran- 
som money that was demanded from his 
family. They feared less they might get 
to know. of his death in some way, and 
so refuse to pay it. 

Precious Jewel was, therefore, allowed 
‘more air and given a little rice water 
twice a day. He felt sure that his father 
would make any sacrifice, regardless of 
cost, to raise the ransom money, and 
he resolved by God's help to try to live 
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so that such sacrifice might not be in 
vain. 

In spite of everything, the boy felt he 
was not alone in his sufferingp but God 
was giving him strength to endure to 
the end. Then one morning he’ was 
pulled up out of the dark hole and sent 
with one of the men to a lonely hamlet 
in the hills, and his family informed. 

For many weeks afterward Precious 
Jewel lay in weakness and suffering, but 
his faith in God never wavered, and he 






A (25), 401 


Get the Most Out of Your Bible Study! 
Send 15c for the JANUARY ’47 issue of the 
BIBLICAL RESEARCH MONTHLY 
Read installment one of Dr. D. L. Conper's new series 
on THE LAWS OF INTERPRETATION. Year's 

subscription, $1.50 U. S. A., $1.65 Canada. Write 


THE BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY, INC. 
4417 Berenice Ave. Dept.ST Los Angeles 31, Calif. 





When answering advertisements please 
say you saw. it in THe Sunpay ScHOoL 
TIMES. 








@SECURITY MITE BOXES turee sub- 


Offering. Heavy cardboard, site 1% by 2% by 3 inches, 
Order by title. 100 boxes, $2.50, 


7 Giuing Can Be Increased! 


OFFERING BANK. our popular Sunday Sthool bank, suit- 


able for birthday, missionary, and special offerings—and for your dinner 
table! A durable glass bank with plastic cop and base, $1.20. 





jects—My Offering: My Easter Offeting: My Christmas 





e@ INLAY DIME COLLECTORS Size folded, 3% by 5% inches. No. 10D, Holds 
$1.00 in dimes. $1.50 a 100. No. 20D. Holds $2.00 in dimes. $2.50 a 100. No. 30D. Holds 30 
dimes, $3.75 a 100, No. 60D. Holds $6.00 in dimes, 94.59% 100, — 


@ OPEN SLOT COLLECTORS for competitions—two colore—ted and blue. 200 


collectors may bring in $16.00 in pennies; $65.00 in nickels; $160 in dimes. No. 1 for pennies of 
dimes. No, 2 for nickels. Order by number and color. $2.25 a 100; $21.50 a 1000. 


10 South Wabash Avenue, 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ, Inc, 
Dept. 16 





Chicago 3, Illinois 





Russians PLEAD for Bread of Life 








Rev. Paul B. Peterson 
President. 


Va Shoemaker 
Treasurer 





Russian & Eastern European Mission 


THIS AD PAID FOR BY A FRIEND, 








Multitudes of Russians that have no one to preach to them 
can be reached with soul-winning literature. They write from 
many countries pleading for it. This Mission has produced 
considerable quantities of Russian literature, read by all classes 
of Russians, including professors, engineers, Greek Orthodox 
clergymen, and other spiritually-hungry intellectuals. 

But at present we are unable to respond to such augers 
because our stock of Russian tracts, phlets and books is 
nearly exhausted. New literature for both saved and unsaved 
is urgently needed, to be shared with other Russian mis- 
sionary societies. ; 

-For the publication of reprints as well as of new, sound, 
non-sectarian Russian literature we require $25,000 NOW. All 
gifts will be used 100% for this purpose—not a cent for over- 
head expenses. 

Rev. N. J. Poysti, Field Superintendent of this Mission, 
whose parents were saved in St. Petersburg (Leningrad) 
under Lord Radstock, is one of the world’s best-qualified 
spiritual writers in Russian. Since spiritual literature is the 
key to the evangelization of the Russians, the burden of re- 
sponsibility for this stupendous task rests heavily upon him. 

Pray that God will enable us to meet this challenge. Mil- 
lions of ‘Russians: for Christ, is our prayer. Leading men in 
the Mission have been engaged in missionary and relief work 
among Russians fer more than a quarter century. 


Send for a free copy of The Gospel Call, which monthly 
gives news of our missionary and relief work. 


FUNDAMENTAL ° INTERDENOMINATIONAL * EVANGELICAL 
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felt sure his life would be spared. This 
belief made a deep impression on _ his 
family and when gradually his strength 
returned they were quite willing to be 
taught “the Jesus faith” seeing it had 
done so much for. him. 


PROCLAIM THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL 


on the Uniform Lessons 


ice Seiieois Willis GG elie’ waa Evangelical International 


Lesson List for 1947 


LIST of the Evangelical Interna- 
tional Sunday School Lessons for 
the entire year 1947 has been pre- 
pared in convenient pampblet form. 
This list shows the topics for"each Sun- 


SOUND Education 


...through 100 years, including Chris- 

tian teachers, Evangelical doctrine, 

spiritual influence and fellowship. 
Courses leading to A.B. and B.S. 

degrees, also Music, Science, Pre. 

professional and Pre-nursing. 

Write for Free Catalog, Address Dean, Sec. ST 

at Upland, indiana. 


AYLOR University 


especially for the small and 
m sized school with helps for each 
age quewn. FREE specimens. 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 



























THE BEST in VISUAL AIDS Now In 


BEAUTIFUL RICH COLORS AT Reduced Prices. 

You will want this new, realistic, picture method of telling 
Bible stories or preaching illustrated sermons. Holds 
your class spellbound. Discipline problems solved. 
Give it a try in your class. You'll be surprised at the 
results. Children want to learn and they clamor for this 
new way of presenting Bible truths. You will double your 
attendance. Write for free folder telling all about this 
new method of teaching, to — 


STOR Y-0-GRAPHS, Dept. T, P.0. Box 145, Pasadena, Calif. 

















THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR JEWISH 
EVANGELISM, Ine. 


Dr. Hyman J. Appelman, President Dr. H. A. Ironside, Chairman 
Rev. Gerald L. Stover, General Secretary, Editor of SALVATION 


DEDICATED TO A POSITIVE GOSPEL MINISTRY TO WORLD JEWRY 
EMPLOYING THE PERSONAL APPROACH TO THE JEW 
OPERATING UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF A 
NATION-WIDE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
_ AND BOARD - 

Subscribe to SALVATION today Prospective workers write 

50 cents per year for information 


American Association for Jewish Evangelism, Inc. 
Dept. SS, Winona Lake, Ind. ' Dept. SS, Box 310, Galt, Ont. 


Write for a Bible conference on prophecy and the Jéws in your church. 
Give now that many in Israel may live forever. 
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day, together with the Supplementary 
Readings and the Golden Texts. And, 
in addition, Memory Verses for the Pri- 
mary Department have been suggested. 
It is of a size suitable for pocket or 
purse, and will be of convenience to 
teachers, superintendents, and Sunday, 
school workers. The list may be had: 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia 5, at ten cents a copy or $1 per 
dozen. Just ask for the 1947 Evangelical 
International Sunday School Lesson List. 
This is, of course, an entirely distinct 
and different lesson list from that pub- 
lished for the International Uniform 
Lessons, which list has already been 
announced, and is still available at the 
same prices as given above. 


vé 


Increased Need for Christian 
Education 


T THE Montrose School at Essex 

Fells, N. J., sharp attention was 
focused recently on the great need for 
Christian schools in ‘America. Speaking 
to an audience of business and profes- 
sional men at a dinner given by the 
school at Chatham, N. J., Dr. Clarence 
S. Roddy, Eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, made the startling statements 
that, according to the Harvard report, 
the Christian philosophy of education 
has been abolished from the public 
school; that many of our great colleges 
and universities no longer recognize the 
value of Christian truth; and that Amer- 
ican education has lost its way, broken 
the ties that linked it to the church, has 
no goal, no objective, no over-all educa- 
tional philosophy that unifies and unites 
its working. 

Declaring that “there is something 
radically wrong with the public school 
of America today,” Dr. Roddy related 
how the first school system in this coun- 
try began in Massachusetts, in 1647, with 
these words in the preamble of its Con- 
stitution. “Because of the wiles of Satan 
trying # take from the hearts of the 
people the Word of God, and so that 
education may not, perish with us, -by 
the grace of God, we do ordain that in 
every town a public school must be or- 
ganized.” 


Yale and Princeton were founded on 
the Bible. Early Puritan Fathers be- 
lieved that man was made in the image 
of God and that the truth was in the 
Word. of God; therefore, it was neces- 
sary for every man to learn to read 
so that he might be able to read the 
Word of God intelligently. Out of that 
came our American education centered 
in religion, and furthermore the old New 
England Primers have always carried 
a catechism. Various states began to 
follow the’ way of New England péo- 
ple. The school and Christian training 























Lesson for May 4 


were indelibly linked together. “But 
not so today,” Dr. Roddy said. 


“The solution,” he stated, “lies in a 
new. system of Christian schools from 
one end of the country to the other. 
maintained by Christian men and women 
and such schools as Montrose and those 
being established in and around Boston 
deserve the support of thinking Chris- 
tians in a very substantial way,” Stat- 
ing that education of our young people 
in their formative years and training in 
a Christian school atmosphere is vitally 
important to the welfare of the nation, 
Dr. Roddy made an earnest plea that 
Christian people support Christian 
schools. By.so doing, they will do a 
work for Christ which only eternity will 
reveal what God has‘accomplished. 

It is with a certain sense of just pride 
that Montrose, now in its twelfth year, 
continues to disseminate sound educa- 
tion to girls as young as fifth graders 
on up through high school. More than 
ever before, the school is dedicated to 
that ennobling ideal with which it was 
founded, that of cultivating Christian 
character. 

ba 


The Sunday School Times 
Index and Binder 


HE Index of the contents of THe 

Sunpay ScHoo.t Trues for 1946 has 
now been issued. It is of the same size 
as a copy of the Times, contains eight 
pages, and includes a “General Index of 
Titles,” and a “Classified Index,” which 
is subdivided into indexes to the Verse, 
Editorials, Notes on Open Letters, Gen- 
eral Contributed Articles, Writers of 
Signed Articles, and the like. 


Copies of the Index for 1946 may be 
had for 15 cents each. 


A convenient cloth binder, which will 
hold the issues of the Tnves for one 
year, may be had for $1.25. It is so 
arranged that the reader can insert 
single copies of the Times as they are 
received, or a whole year’s copies may 
be filed at one time. 

Orders for the Index or binder 
should be sent to The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5. 

we 


A Children's Day Service for 
the Sunday School 


ASTORS, superintendents, and Sun- 

day school workers will be glad to 
know that a new special service for the 
Sunday school for next Children’s Day, 
which most schools will observe on June 
8 this year, has been prepared by Mary 
Brainerd Smith, and is now available in 
leaflet form, at 25 cents a dozen, or $2 
a hundred. 


“The Lord in Our Homes” is the title 
of this 1947 Children’s Day Service, and 
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. Through the Bible Study CAMP PINNACLE 
- Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter Girls, Young Women, Young People, Families 
Dr JR Hearty Christian Fellowship 
For, Sunday, Schools, Bible Clase Bracing Mountain Ai, Alude 1750 
ies Vacaton’ Bible Schools Sewer Outstanding Bible Teachers and Speakers 
Meetings, and Hi + - 14 to 16 dollars‘per week. Write for circular. 
Samples 20c; 4 grades 75c; -60 Camp Pinnacle R.F.D. Voorheesville, N. Y. 
Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4, Tex. June 16 to August 26, 1947 
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Enroll Tlow For the Fall Term 


Train for Christian work in our 
Pastors’, Missionary, General Bible Courses 
e High Academie Level 
e Rich Spiritual Life 
e Approved for Veterans’ Study 


SOUTHEASTERN BIBLE SCHOOL 
2210 Ridge Park Avenue - 
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e Tuition Free 
e Applied Music 


Send for catalog ‘ 
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fellow officers of Army, 


on Pacific Coast. 


ous California school centers. 


221 











JOHN E. BROWN, PRESIDENT 


John Brown Schools 


peunuounces 


BRIGADIER GENERAL HAMMOND DAVIES BIRKS, United States Army, Re- 
tired, as counsellor with parents in. their educational problems, and especially with 
avy, Air Corps, Marines. 


JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY (in the beautiful Ozarks), Siloam Springs, Arkan- 
sas. America’s First University-of Vocational Specialization. 


BROWN MILITARY ACADEMY, San Diego, California. Only Honor School 


Brigadier General Hammond Birks, U. S. Army, Retired, Representative, 
408 Spring Arcade Building, Los Angeles 13, California. Phone Michigan 
1. 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA MILITARY ACADEMY, Long Beach, California. 
Outstanding Junior School; Kindergarten to Eighth Grade. 


BROWN SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, Glendora, California. 
High School; Swimming Pool, Corral for Horses. 


BROWN MILITARY ACADEMY OF THE OZARKS, Sulphur Springs, Arkansas. 
First through Twelfth Grade; Co-educational. 


“Highest Type Schools for Every Age Student” 


Enrollments are now being made for Summer School, Camp and Fall Semester. All 
school offices open Saturday and Sunday by appointment. 


Fourth Grade through 


us service between vari- 
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WAEHLTE’S UELY SONGS 


A geome oe 
for devotions or church. 
REV. FRED M. WAEHLTE, poe OR OREGON 
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REST in the POCONO MOUNTAINS 
Open throughout year 
Please refer to this ad 
TYGERT’S, Mill Creek Rd., CRESCO, PA. 




















Your. Vacation 


To Attend The Third Annual 
Sunday School Workers’ Conference 
at FOREST HOME, CALIF. JUNE 22-28 
In The beautiful San Berndidlan Mountains 
A Program of - 
Correlated Training and Spiritual Refreshment 


by 


and her staff of Specialists in Sunday School Work 


Bible Study — Departmental Classes 
Craft Instruction — Inspiration 


- Total Cost $20.00 
us $1.00 Registration 


Miss Henrietta C. Mears 





Reservations and Information 


1443 North Vine Street, Hollywood 28, Calif, Dept. 1 THE GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS 














Would You Like to Have This $3 
Book as a Gift? 


Bible Questions Answered 


Enlarged Edition 
by William L. Pettingill, well-known 
author, Bible teacher and evangelist. 


of forty.years’ experience in dealing 

with difficult questions from the plat- 
form and classroom. The enlarged edition 
contains 891 specific questions and their 
answers, .under 42 main subjects, and is 
thoroughly classified with subject index, and 
an-index of all Scripture references used. 


Te: book represents an accumulation 


It is a “classic” in its field, and is a book 
that should be particularly heJpful in these 
days of many perplexing problems and diffi- 
cult decisions. , 


How You May Obtain a Copy Without Money Cost 


A copy will bé given to any Tues subscriber who will send us five new 
24-week subscriptions at $1.00 each. This offer is good in the United States 
only, and the subscriptions are to be from new subscribers, or those who have 
not been subscribers within the past six months. Just send us the names and 
addresses of the five new subscribers and $5.00 by check, cash, or money order, 
and the book will be sent to you without charge. The five names will be 
entered on our mailing list to receive the Trmes for 24 weeks each. 





To help you in interesting others in subscribing, we will gladly send you a 
supply of sample copies of the Tumes for free distribution. A post card from 
you mentioning this offer will bring the sample copies to you at once. 


This offer good on NEW subscriptions only 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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it is made up of responsive readings 
from the Scriptures, special hymns that 
may be sung to familiar hymn tunes, 
verse recitations for children from the 
various departments of the school, and 
the like. 


This special,service will not-appear in 
the pages of Sunpay Scxoont Times, 
but is made available in separate leaflet 
form for the convenience of Trgs 
readers. 


If you desire copies of this special 
service for use in your school, just ask 
for “The 1947 Children’s Day Service,” 
and address your order, with the proper 
remittance, to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 
5, Pa. Copies will be forwarded as soon 
as ready. me 


Reprints of Mrs. White's Article 
on the Second Coming 


HE concise study of the second com- 

ing of Christ, in the form of ques- 
tions and answers, which was published 
in the Tres for December 21, 1946, is 
now being reprinted in leaflet form. It 
was entitled, “Do You Understand the 
‘Second Coming’?—A Mother’s An- 
swer to Her Boy’s Question,” by Mrs. 
Hugh W. White. It was first printed in 
THe Sunpay ScHoot Times for March 
16, 1929, and was reprinted last Decem- 
ber by request. It is a practical article 
on this important subject, for it answers 
many questions commorily asked, and 
the answers are supported by copious 
Scripture references. 


Copies of the leaflet may be had at 
25 cents for twelve; 65 cents for 100; 
and $6.25 for 1,000; from James W. Rob- 
erts, 1248 D Street, N.E., Washington 2, 
D. C. 

bd 


“Our Daily Trials” 


NUMBER of readers have expressed 

appreciation of the series of six 
editorials on “Our Daily Trials,” pub- 
lished in the Times from February 1 
through March 8. As was explained 
with the first editorial, they were taken 
from an ol€ book originally published 
by the American Tract Society. The 
subjects of these comforting editorials, 
by an unknown writer of an earlier gen- 
eration, were: 





1. Weariness and Loneliness 
. Poverty 

. Ill Health 

. Unkindness 

. Separation 

. Miror Troubles 


The series is now available in book 
form, attractively bound in stiff blue 
covers. It may be had at 75 cents a copy 
from the American Tract Society, 21-W: 
46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
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Lesson for May 4 
With the New Books 


How to Read the Bible 


By Edgar J. Goodspeed. (The John 
C. Winston Co., Philadelphia 7; $3.) 


A POPULARLY written, beautifully 
printed Biblical introduction, from 
the point of view of one who accepts 








prevailing results of the destructive criti- 
cism of the Old Testament. This book 
is not comparable with the work of 
Professor Goodspeed on “Problems of 
New Testament Translation,” which 
will be reviewed later in these columns. 
In broad, historical matters it is 
characteristic of Goodspeed to sum- 
marize general conclusions without giv- 
ing the evidence. He doubtless assumes 
that other critical scholars are as care- 
ful in their field as he is in his. He 
therefore confidently marches forward 
through Old Testament problems as 
though no one had ever been heard of 
who could defend the genuineness of 
Old Testament Books and the validity 
and integrity of what they claim to be 
at face value. The reader would scarcely 
know that the unsupported assumption 
of a very highly improbable and self- 
contradictory “documentary theory” is 
at the basis of his chronological outline 
of Old Testament Biblical material. 

In New Testament material, of course, 
Professor Goodspeed is familiar with all 
* important phases of ‘the critical prob- 

. lems involved, yet the bodily resurrec- 
tion of Christ is simply faded out, and 
the “spiritual presence” (p. 5) is the 
only sense in which Christ is “reunited 
with His disciples.” Similarly the con- 
version of Saul of Tarsus is omitted (see 
pp. 21f. and 164). The reader would 
never know that a brilliant hostile rabbi 
had become convinced of the resurrec- 
tion of Christ, and, from the bitterest 
opposition, had suddenly turned to the 
ablest advocacy of the Christian cause. 
Yet how can the New Testament — even 
if taken only as a’ body of literature — 
how can it be understood without the 
resurrection of Christ Jesus and the 
miraculous conversion of Saul? 

On the principle, Audi et alteram 
partem (“Hear also the other side”), 
but also on the principle, Fas est et ab 
haste doceri (“It is also proper to be 
taught by the enemy”), competent 
Bible-believing Christian leaders should 
be familiar with a book of this kind. 
It shows exactly what the unsuspecting 
young people from Christian homes are 


istic Bible classes in the Bible Depart- 
ments of many denominational colleges. 

Not the least of the attractive features 
of the book are eight beautiful histor- 
ical full-page pictures in color. The 
reader will wish that the artist (or 
artists) had been named, and that some- 
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thing had been said of the pictures in 
some portion of the text. 

The book is not lacking in flashes of 
genuine value of, which the following 
are illustrations: 

“Luke was not one of those historians 
who dealt with reigns and wars, or with 
gossip and scandal; he saw the value of 
popular movements and spiritual forces 

. . he laid the foundation of church 
history . ... [the Book of Acts is char- 
acterized] by a veritable torrent of ex- 
citing and varied action. . . . It would 
be hard to find another book of ancient 
literature which carries the reader so 
swiftly and naturally through scenes so 
exciting and significant .. .” (p. 165). 

“The first twelve books of the Bible 
form a historical sequence. unique in 
antiquity . . . standing together they 
form the most coherent, continuous ac- 
count of human origins, and of one 
ancient people’s history as it understood 
it, that has come down to us from the 
ancient world... 

“Herodotus has been called the father 
of history, but his great work, after two 
or three legendary pages, starts in with 
560 B.C. But the last event recorded 
in II Kings was the release of King 
Jehoiachin from prison in 561 B.C., the 
year before the accession of Crecesus, 








“CLUB TIME” « EVERY MONDA Y MORNING 
Presented by 


CLUB ALUMINUM PRODUCTS CO.—Chicago 14, Ill. 














SUMMER HELP 
WANTED 


Nurses, Nurses Aids, Attendants 
Write to 
Director of Nurses 


CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM: 
Wyckoff, New Jersey * " 


























ENROLL NOW! | 
BAPTIST BIBLE SEMINARY 


Training Men and Women to Bring Souls to Christ. ; 
Fundamental — Premillennial — Evangelistic ~* . 
Endorsed by The General Association of Regulaf Baptist Churches, North: 


Financed by gifts from the Lord’s people \ ict 

Paul R. Jackson, D.D., President Vernon Grounds, B.D., Dean... 
Address your letters to Se 

Baptist Bible Seminary - -- Johnson City, N. Y. ° 
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A LITTLE KNOWN SERVICE! ; 
SALVATION ARMY ‘ 


ANNUITIES 


Provide older people with a steady, guaranteed income in 
the twilight years of life, also a share in the physical and cin 
spiritual rehabilitation of mankind. 7 
Annuities are issued under the supervision of the : A | \ 
New York State Insurance Department. . Annual os 
‘incomes up to 7%, dépending upon age. 

Write for booklet 14 

















THE SALVATION ARMY « 130 W. 14th St.. New York 11 








MONTHLY 


Editors: Keith L. Brooks and Howard W. Kellogg 


Handbook of World Events in & prophetic tha 3 Wi 
also digest of the most dependable nought. 
News and views ote by Research Staff 

gan Prophetic League, Inc. 


Subscribe TODAY 


Trusted ‘and eopreciated fot many years by Bible 
teachers over the world because of its infor- 
mation, sane presentation and conviction- articles. 

You'll wonder why you 


Only $1, 1-year subscription. 
didn’t have i it before. Sample free. Write 
PROPHECY 


Box BB, Eagle Rock Sta. Los Angeles 41 


Serving Your Colored Neighbors 


Negroes are at the crossroads. Are 
Christians going to give them sound 
Bible teaching or do nothing while 
Communists win their loyalty? 
Prayer Helpers Wanted. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, ine. 
Station A, Box3 Atlanta, Georgia 
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CHRISTIAN 
Asoo me 
accredited four-year training 
for entrance. Scrong 
courses. Orthodox Christian 
teachers. Wholesome . social, 
athletic and extra-curricular 
activities. Now located its 
own modern plant and 
roomy campus, with 
college supervision and 
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Address the 


Dean, Box 7.447 
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with which Herodotus’ main narrative 
begins. We may almost say that chron- 
ologieally speaking Herodotus begins 
where II Kings leaves off” (p. 36). 

What a pity that the ‘last quotation 
shown above is marred by: the unsup- 
ported statement that the first twelve 
Books of the Bible “were written by 
various hands working chiefly in the 
seventh, sixth, and fifth centuries before 
Christ,” and that they are .“man’s first 
attempt to organize his knowledge of his 
past into what we would call an outline 
of history.” There is no valid reason 
for denying to the first twelve Books of 
the Bible (or to any part of the Bible) 
the authorship, composition, and dates, 
which they claim for themselves. His- 
tory and archaeology are constantly add- 
ing-to the verification of the histericity 
of these Books. Moreover, we know that 
these Books “came not in old time by 
the will of man: but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:21).. 


What we should pray for. especially 
is that. more of our ‘young men training 
for.a Bible-teaching ministry, and not 
deceived by the popular drift of re- 
ligious “liberalism,” may be stimulated 
by the scholarship of men like Good- 
speed, shaken out of the superficiality 
which too often characterizes our fun- 
damentalism, developed in, their quality 
and effectiveness of workmanship, and 
thus’ made conscious of the Scriptural 
ideal for thé ministry “a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, handling 
aright the word of truth” (© Tim. 2:15, 
R.V;). 


The Scarlet Sin. By John R. Rice, D.D. 
«Sword of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, 
Ti,,. $2.)° Twelve evangelistic sermons, 
recorded and printed in the form in 
which they were preached, cover topics 
such as: “The Scarlet Sin and the Roads 
That Lead to It”; “The Unpardonable 
Sin,” which Dr. Rice argues is “a defi- 
nite’ final. rejection of the Holy Spirit's 
‘entreaty which drives Him forever 
away”; “The Four Biggest Fools in 
Town,” who turn out to be the atheist, 
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the Modernist, the man who thinks sin 
is a joke, and the man who rejects sal- 
vation; and “The Fulness of the Spirit.” 
The sermons are plain-spoken, Scrip- 
tural, and passionate appeals to men to 
receive Christ. Although each chapter 
is stimulating, ‘the sermon on “The Scar- 
let Sin” should be read by every parent 
and every young person in America 
today. 


Pleading China. By Duncan McRob- 
.(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $1.50.) A book calcu- 
lated to stir the heart of every reader 
is this thrilling tale of experiences in 
war-torn China. One chapter, “His Pro- 
tecting Care,” is an unforgettable chron- 
icle of God’s goodness and faithfulness 
to the author during his long journeys 
through the occupied and battle-scar- 
red country. There are many vivid 
word pictures, some describing the Chi- 
nese people in their quiet native life 
and customs, and others giving eye- 
witness accounts of the unspeakable 
atrocities visited on that suffering peo- 
ple by their Japanese oppressors. In- 
terspersed are tales of the patience and 
heroism of the Chinese Christians and 
others, and an occasional glimpse, near 
the end of the war, of the generosity 
and valor of American soldiers in China. 

One valuable feature is a fine, clear 
study of Mohammedanism, including the 
detailed testimony of a converted Mos- 
lem.. Much interesting information. is 
given regarding Chinese history and 
geography, especially with reference to 
some comparatively little-known sec- 
tions. There may seem to some to be 
a lack in the orderly arrangement of 
matter, little Bible studies coming up in 
most unexpected places, but the author 
is undoubtedly striving to bring before 
his readers the pitjful spiritual need of 
the millions who have never heard the 
Gospel. For them he passionately pleads. 
In one chapter is given the full story 
of the béginning of the China Native 
Evangelistic Crusade, of which the 
author is one of the founders and also 
the field director: This is largely a native 
work under native supervision, and the 
book includes brief life sketches of the 
leaders and personnel of the movement. 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessens, issued by the International 
Sunday Scheel Lesson Committee. 


April 28 to May 4 
Meon.—1 Chronicles 28:9-13, 20. 
A Charge to Selomon. 


Prayer Succestions: “Take heed now; 
for the Lord hath chosen thee to build 


_an house for the sanctuary: be strong, 


and do it.” David placed a God-given 
duty upon the shoulders of Solomon. 








Lesson for May 4 
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‘against the house of. David.” 





But this special work of Solomon could 
only be done with a perfect heart, and 
as unto thé Lord. This same whole- 
heartedness is required of all who would 
serve the Lord. Serve the Lord with 
gladness; do all you do for His glory. 
Take your Christian duties seriously. 
Pray for the Sudan Interior Mission, 
366 Bay St., Toronto 1, Can. 
Tues.—1 Kings 11:26-31, 37-40. 
Rise of Jeroboam., 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat.” This wicked man 
wrought great harm to the nation. 
Trained under Solomon, he became a 
strong leader. But as a rebel and leader 
of a false religion he soon led the peo- 
ple away from the Lord. He passed by 
God’s warnings and came to ruin to- 
gether with the nation. God often pun- 
ishes:a nation through evil rulers. Pray 
for Emmaus Bible School, 81 Harcourt 
Ave., Toronto 6, Can. 











A new preduct for the chureh, Sunday 
seheol, er home should be serviceable, 
economical, attractively made, and thor- 
eughly dependable. Those whe make 
articles embodying these qualities are 
glad te tell about them. Many such 
articles of practical value are listed in 
the Times advertising columns. It will 
pay to read them every week. r 




















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Wed.—1. Kings 12:1-11.. Folly of Reheoboam, 
Prayer Succestions; “He. forsook the 
counsel of the old men.” Rehoboam re- 
jected the. wisdom of age and accepted 
the unwise advice of careless compan- 
ions. . His folly was.soon evident. Young 
people. who reject the wise counsel of 
their elders soon come to ruin, The 
gap. between sense and nonsense is nar- 
row. If one will not be wise to that 
which .is good, one will soon make a 
fool of oneself. Rehoboam is a warn- 
ing to all young people who reject good 
counsel and instruction. Pray for.Win- 
nipeg Bible Institute, 102 Marjorie St., 
St, James, Manitoba, Can. 
Thurs.—1 Kings 12:12-16, 19, 20, 
. Revolt of the Ten Tribes. 
_ Prayer Succestions: “Israel: rebelled 
The nation 
was divided on aceount of Solomon’s sin 
(1 Kings 11:11-13), Usually back of 
hostility to Christians and churches. is 
unconfessed sin. In such times consider 
what words or deeds may have grieved 
God and given Satan advantage. “In 
the day of adversity consider” (Eccles. 
7:14). Pray for London Bible Institute, 
518 Queens Ave., London, Ont., Can. 
Fri.—1 Kings 12:25-33 
‘ Decline Under Jeroboam. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “He .. . made 
priests of the lowest of the people.” Na- 
tions can rise no higher than. their re- 
ligions. Where religion is false everything 
else sooner or. later will decay, When 
sports, movies, and worldly pleasures take 
hold on the majority of the people it is be- 
cause our brand of Christianity is either 
false or formal. As goes the religious 
life of the church, so go the morals and 
manners of the nation. Pray for Van- 
couver Bible School, 1601 W. Tenth Ave., 
Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
Sat.—1 Kings 14:21-30, 
The Decline of Rehoboam. 
PraYerR Succestions: “They did ac- 
cording to all the abominations of the 
nations which the Lord cast out before 
the children of. Israel.” The. course of 
a nation, downward or upward, can be 
detected by the kind of evils gener- 
ally practiced in the nation. The decline 
of a nation can be read as clearly as 
handwriting on the wall when such sins 
are multiplied. Pray that the nation 
may awake to a need of righteousness. 
Sun.—Psalm 127. A Song for Solomon. ‘ 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: .“Except the Lord 
build: the house, they labour in .vain 
that build it: except the Lord keep the 
city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” 
David’s great. prayers were often sung. 
Singing aids memory. A missionary de- 
spairing of teaching natives the alphabet 
was told to ‘teach them to sing it; This 
he did, to. the tune of Auld Lang Syne, 
and succeeded. This prayer for Solomon 
was sung by thé nation. Prayers to 
hymn tunes are still a great blessing to 
petitioners: “Pray for the President. of 
the United States: ~~ . P. was. 
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Free Tithing Leaflets 
FREE. to any Evangelical Christian minister, Sunday 
school or missionary superintendent, one copy of 
a an tomitnen bo oe be chgnact a a = 
Tithing before distribution. To secure these leaflets, 
please write, stating denomination and number of leaf- 


lets desired, to 
807-S South Flower Street 
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Have our mission represented in your church. 
Every Christian should know the sufferings 
and triumphs of God's children in Spain, 
Ask for free pamphlet, “Spain is a Mission 
Field.” This worthy cause needs your prayer- 
ful’support. 

SPANISH CHRISTIAN MISSION 

Zacarias P. Cartes, Founder Director 
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“Vee Word at Work” 


-yY and old alton, the sick and disabled re- 


coive \ ed Word FREE te 
9 TSE Es ot ths teen oak dae. 


National Headquarters 
The Business Men’s Council of the 
Pocket Testament League, - Ine. 


ORGANIZED 1916 - INCORPORATED 1917 
710 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
This work is made possible through your prayers 
and financial support. 





'ONTROSE — College Preparatory Boatding 
and Day School — girls ages 9 to 18, 24 miles 
from Metropolitan New York. High academic 

standards, duly accredited. Individual training. i 
emphasis on molding and cultivating Christian = 
ter in the most formative years, when lasting 
sions are made. ¢ 
Address: 
THE 
MONTROSE SCHOOL 


John Herbert Bowman, M.A., President 
ES6EX FELIS ‘Mew Jersey, U. 8 A. 
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school, training men and women for all 
types of Christion service. Seven courses. 
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The book of today has just come off 
the press! 

We present with pride our newest 
book, The Sword Book of Treasures, in 


: . I. Pearls of Paradise, by Clinton N. “ The teresti Ever os 
confidence that it will be one of the most Howard. ™ ny Heard. by Bob Jenen, Sr. a -_ 
notable books of the year. After years IL. The Wonder of The Book, by Dyson XII. Whose Body Is Yours? by Walter L. : 
of planning and months of toil Editor Hague. Wilson. 


eee 


dohn R. Rice has collected the most 
beautiful, heart-moving and popular sto- 
ries, sermons and articles printed in The 


Ill. God’s Abounding Love, by T. Myron . XIII. Safety, Certainty, and Enjoyment, 
Webb. by George Cutting. 


IV. Our Solitary Saviour, by R. L. Moyer. XIV. How I Know There Is a God, by R. 
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h A. Torrey. 
{ i Sword of the Lord in twelve and a half Vv. The Christian and War, by R. L. Moyer. XV. A Thrilling Christmas Time on the 
‘ years, and we have bound them into a VI. The Finnish Gold Story, by S. D. Gor- Frontier, by a pastor’s wife. 
Gi beautiful book. It includes stories of on. XVI. The Only Way, by Oswald J. Smith. te 
+) wonderful conversions, miraculous an- ) VIL. My Infidelity and What Became of It, XVI. The Jew in History and Destiny, by 
H swers to prayer, revival sermons, tender ) by B. H. Carroll. é' wen Som ae 
. devotional articles, keen, life-transform- Vill. Rasy Bthls or Anshero of Hope, nae a ng the Stork, B. H. Shad- ye 
ih ing Bible teaching — the best ever ane : Be 
on wh Ballers: ey IX. Mr. Moody abd the Freo-Thi he XIX. Unseen Resources, by John R. Rice. ti 
Christian writers as S.D.Gordon,B.H. i a See ee ee eS 
Carroll, Sam Morris, R. A. Torrey, Bob § = Seven wat Sinaten Sate 3 . < 
I j Clinton ‘N. Hi poe " (translated by Major Clara Bec XXL Judas Iscariot, by John R. Rice. 
' others. Just look at the list ofauthors 9 (AnnW~W~~~~~~~......~ ARR 4 
/ and.at the chapter titles! i: 
> 3 
Each of these chapters was unusually popular when printed in The A large anthology of 352 pages. me 
: Sword of the Lord; all of them have been used of the Lord in many lives age rg Me Ss 4 John fh ae ‘@ 
: and we believe they are messages that will live and be the classics of ane ier tae Pigg - oo Re 
q ° I ‘ 
>) teday’s Christian literature. ‘treasure chest’ jacket. Pictures and 7s 
’ Here is YOUR book! This is a family book, a book f Samrepins of enen at Sn aevennnen P 
a% rs ne at Spey . y > or reading and re- famous auth: recede the chapters. Bie 
‘ reading — for meditation, for instruction, for pleasure reading, for inspira- For discridiineting vonilore, for dis. 4 
ue tion and exaltation. You mustn’t miss thie book! i cerning friends, a distinct value at ba 
if OR $2.50 : é. 
,% : 
3 ; ‘ AO 
Another book destined to become a Christian classi¢) FREE! 
§ / Write today for free catalogue of 
} PRAYER — Asking and Receiving | Sr3cais Lord publications, in. 
i By Dr. John R. Rice ~ — . Rice. ‘ Discounts to agents 
90,000 have already been printed—a remarkable sale for You may also have free e , 
- amy Christian book, proving it “America’s Bost Seller on LORD, “America’s Foremost Evan. oe 
ver: | ide ) tele Wot erent | Cone 
Sunday School Times commented: “Unlike the seller of winners each week. a~m oi 
fountain pens who used a pencil, Dr. Rice is here setting forth Thinking “of joining a Christian com wa, 
’ some that he himself has demonstrated. Even his pref- haus Gur bes, Se Do: bosaitel z> = 
i ace reads like a testimonial to ‘I cried, He answered.’” the SWORD BOOK CLUB, zoom a 
: Cloth bound, 328 pages, and priced at only . . . $2 uSwiniians o- 2 
Eee Order from your bookseller or ae = rt 
, | > oe 
; ew 
| SWORD of the LORD PUBLISHERS emg 
‘ j 4“ . a 
| 214 W. WESLEY STREET Dept. T-4 WHEATON, ILLINOIS) =o. | 
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